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Partly cloudy and humid

DEATHS
Peter R. DeBartelo, 
73, of Kenosha, died 
Tuesday.

Robert Szulczewski, 75, 
of Franklin, died Tuesday.

Dorothy A. Wasilevich, 
85, of Kenosha, died 
Sunday.
Joan Wiberg, 84, died 
July 20.
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KENOSHA NEWS 
CORRESPONDENT

Like many of her peers 
on the cusp of turning 18 
years old, Nakina Guy-
ton is thinking about her 
future and what she would 
like to do post-high school 
graduation.

A tour of the sprawl-
ing Amazon Fulfi llment 
Center on Tuesday along 
the Interstate 94 corridor 
gave Guyton and about 30 
other youth in the Boys & 
Girls Club of Kenosha a 
glimpse into what kinds of 
jobs might be waiting in 
the wings.

“I thought it was inter-
esting,” Guyton said at the 
conclusion of the hourlong 
tour, which offered up a 
look into how the online 
retailer picks, packs and 
ships customers’ orders 
through state-of-the-art 
technology, including 
robotics.

From Guyton’s vantage 
point, she said, “I can see 
how this could be a good 
place to make money.”

The Amazon tour fi t 
hand-in-glove into the 
science, technology, en-
gineering and math — or 
STEM — program, which 
has been an important 
backbone of the local Boys 
& Girls Club itinerary as 
leaders encourage stu-

dents to think about what 
types of careers might 
be available on the road 
ahead.

“The thought is to help 
kids be ready for the next 
point in their life,” said 
Jake McGee, CEO of the 
Boys & Girls Club of Ke-
nosha. “We try to do that 

in a number of different 
ways. We try to pique the 
kids’ interest in different 
areas.”

Having the opportunity 
to tour the local Amazon 
Fulfi llment Center was a 
logical way of achieving 
the club’s goal, McGee 
said.

“You drive by that 
building all the time,” he 
said. “It’s mysterious.”

Katie Hoehne, an Ama-
zon employee, led the Boys 
& Girls Club students, 
staff and volunteers on 
the tour. Also along for 
the visit were two elected 
offi cials: state Reps. Tip 

McGuire, D-Kenosha, and 
Tod Ohnstad, D-Kenosha.

Throughout the hour-
long session, Hoehne 
peppered attendees with 
a number of fun facts 
about the local fulfi llment 
center, which has been in 
operation for four years.

“You could pack 17 

Lambeau Fields into 
it,” Hoehne said as she 
attempted to illustrate the 
size of the local facility.

Amazon currently has 
175 fulfi llment centers 
across the globe. A frac-
tion — 50 of the centers 
— have robotics on site, 
making the Kenosha area 
facility all the more nota-
ble, Hoehne said.

“A lot of things happen 
between the time you hit 
that ‘buy’ button and it’s 
shipped from a fulfi ll-
ment center,” said Cody 
Voegerl, general manager 
of the Kenosha Amazon 
Robotics Fulfi llment 
Center.

Kevin Black, teen ser-
vices coordinator with the 
local Boys & Girls Club, 
said the Kenosha area is 
fortunate to have a num-
ber of notable employers.

“Touring places like 
this gives the kids a great 
opportunity to look at the 
different job opportunities 
in Kenosha,” Black said. 
“It’s defi nitely a unique 
experience for them.”

At the conclusion of 
Tuesday’s tour, Amazon 
staffers provided the Boys 
& Girls Club of Kenosha 
with a surprise — a $15,000 
donation, which will go 
toward further STEM-re-
lated programs within the 
organization.

A glimpse into the future
Local Boys & Girls Club students tour Amazon Fulfi llment Center
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Amazon employees, including Cal Theune, far top left, welcome children from the Boys & Girls Club of 
Kenosha as they visit the Amazon Fulfi llment Center on Tuesday.

BY CAITLIN SIEVERS

LEE ENTERPRISES

Train enthusiasts and 
history buffs are lining 
tracks across the Midwest 
to watch the journey of the 
world’s only operating Big 
Boy locomotive.

That train is set to pass 
through Kenosha and Ra-
cine counties on Friday.

The Union Pacifi c steam 
locomotive No. 4014 will 
travel through the area 
as part of the UP’s Great 
Race Across the Midwest, 
which celebrates the 150th 
anniversary of the comple-
tion of the Transcontinen-

tal Railroad. The Trans-
continental Railroad, 
which opened in May 1869, 
connected the east and 
west coasts via rail for the 
fi rst time, taking travel 
across the country from 
six months by wagon train 
to two weeks by steam 
engine.

No. 4014 is scheduled 
to head out from Butler, 
Wis., at 8 a.m. Friday, and 
arrive in West Chicago 
at 2:30 p.m. as part of the 
UP’s Great Race Across 
the Midwest.

The train will travel 
on the UP tracks west of 

Highway 31, tracks that 
pass near Sturtevant. No 
local stops are scheduled.

Kristen South, senior 
director of corporate 
communications and 
media relations for Union 
Pacifi c, said it would be 
diffi cult to pinpoint the 
time the engine will be 
passing through. However, 
Big Boy fans can watch the 
live GPS train tracker at 

upsteam.com to follow the 
locomotive’s movements. 
Fans can also follow the 
train and view photos 
from its travels on Twitter 
at @UP_Steam.

No. 4014 is one of 25 Big 
Boys built exclusively for 
the Union Pacifi c, the fi rst 
of which were delivered to 
the company in 1941, ac-

Big Boy  

coming through!
Historic locomotive to pass 

through Kenosha County
PHOTO COURTESY OF UNION PACIFIC

The Union Pacifi c steam locomotive No. 4014, pic-
tured here in Cheyenne, Wyo., in May, is set to pass 
through Kenosha County on Friday as part of a Mid-
western tour in celebration of the 150th anniversary 
of the completion of the Transcontinental Railroad.

KENOSHA NEWS STAFF

PLEASANT PRAIRIE 
— A special presentation 
of conceptual plans for the 
proposed Village Green 
Center will be held today 
by a collaboration commit-
tee charged with helping 
to design the village’s 
proposed downtown.

The Designing Down-
town Pleasant Prairie 
committee’s presentation 
will be from 6 to 8 p.m. in 
the auditorium at Pleasant 
Prairie Village Hall, 9915 
39th Ave. Parking for the 
auditorium is available 
on the south end of the 
building and is accessible 
through a driveway off 
100th Street. Turn onto 
100th Street directly from 
39th Avenue on the south 
side of Village Hall.

The presentation will 
consist of individual 
presentations from each 
subcommittee of Design-
ing Downtown Pleasant 
Prairie, including Village 
Marketplace, A Place 
for Everyone, The Lei-
surely Life, Arrive As 
You Wish, Pleasantville, 
Epicenter on the Prairie, 
Earthly Relations, and 
The Village Voice. At the 
end of the presentation, 
residents will be able to 
ask questions regarding 
the conceptual plans for 
downtown. Village staff 
will also be available to 
answer questions and to 
explain the plan and its 
purpose.

Last year, the village 

Committee to present 

proposed Village Green 

conceptual plans

See BIG BOY, Page A5 See PLANS, Page A5

In-Home Care When You Need It

Our Caregivers Provide. . . Affordable In-Home
Personal Care and Homemaking Services for Seniors and

People with Disabilities

sCompanionship and Respite sPersonal Care and Assistance

sErrands and Appointments sMedication Reminders and Meals

sYour Local, Nonprofit Agency Since 1974

657-3999 5455 Sheridan Road, #101

Find out

more and

Like us on
societysassets.org

A GROUP FOR THOSE
WITH ANY DEGREE
OF VISION LOSS

Thursday, August 8
1:30 - 3:00 pm at
Saxony Manor

Community Room
(Near Leasing Office)
1850 22nd Avenue

Questions? Call Tami.
(262) 925-6097
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