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 There’s a Christmas 
miracle happening at the 
Rhode Center for the Arts.

Starting Friday night, 
audiences can travel back 
to the 1940s for a radio 
broadcast of “A Miracle on 
34th Street.”

“Miracle” started as 
a 1947 movie, based on a 
story written by Valentine 
Davies, and was adapted 
by Lux Radio Theater for a 
Dec. 22, 1947, broadcast.

That’s the version the 
Lakeside Players are per-
forming.

As a radio play, this 
“Miracle” differs from 
standard productions, said 
Jeanne Sanchez, who is 
directing the show.

“The actors are on stage 
the whole time, which is a 
challenge,” she said. “They 
can’t ever relax once the 
show starts. Also, they 
have to share microphones. 
But this show is set in the 

1940s, so they probably 
shared microphones then, 
too.”

Sanchez is a teacher at 
Waukegan High School in 
Illinois, and she’s working 
with another teacher, Bryan 

Chung, who is the show’s 
musical director.

“I teach music and 
am the choir director at 
Trevor-Wilmot School,” 
Chung said. “There’s a 
lot of music in this show, 
which is in the 1940s jazzy 
style.”

Chung enjoys doing 
community theater, he 
said, “as a fun creative 
outlet.”

Audience members 
will also enjoy 1940s radio 
jingles during commercial 
breaks in the story and live 
sound effects produced by 
Leah Orr — who also sings 
and acts in the show and 
plays a saxophone solo — 
and Andrew Hutchison.

The actors, too, all play 
multiple roles as needed.

“That’s the magic of 
radio,” Sanchez said. “The 

actors can literally grab a 
new hat and take on a dif-
ferent role.”

B o t h  S a n c h e z  a n d 
Chung were familiar with 
the classic movie before 
joining this production.

“My mom loves the 
1940s and Turner Clas-
sic Movies,” so I grew up 
watching the movie,” San-
chez said. “When I heard 
we were doing this show 
here, I really wanted to 
direct it.”

The story still resonates, 
she said, “because it gives 
people hope and the idea 
that justice can prevail.”

Chung added that in “A 
Miracle on 34th Street,” 
“imagination is important, 
as is having a childlike 
wonder about life. There’s 
a difference between being 
childish and childlike.”

‘Miracle’ workers: Beloved story opens Friday
Radio show format
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From left, Jordyn Lander, Leah Orr, Dave Orr and Phil Specht 
rehearse “A Miracle on 34th Street” at the Rhode Center for 
the Arts. The beloved holiday story is being performed as a 
radio play at the theater, starting Friday night.

IF YOU GO

What: The musical 
radio play “A Miracle 
on 34th Street”

Where: Rhode Center for 
the Arts, 514 56th St. 

When: Opening weekend 
performances are 7:30 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday 
and 2 p.m. Sunday 
(Dec. 6-8). The show 
continues Dec. 13-15.

Tickets: $11-$14. Tickets 
are available online at 
www.rhodecenter.org and 
will be sold at the door.

Details: This version of the 
story, about a department 
store Santa who claims 
he’s the real Kris Kringle, 
was adapted from the 
1947 Lux Radio broadcast 
of the beloved tale.

Holiday
Gift
Giving
THE PERFECT GIFT

FOR EVERYONE!

Tickets

Flex
Passes

Gift
Certificates

262.633.4218

RACINETHEATRE.ORG

Enjoy plays, musicals,

and more - perfect

for kids and adults

Pick and choose

shows and times

that fit different

schedules and

budgets

Use for any

performances across

series - jazz, children’s

theatre, comedy,

concerts, & more!

The Thirteenth Annual

Community sing Along

DEC. 15

6:00 PM

fineartsatfirst.org


