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Following three over-
dose deaths in Kenosha 
County Saturday, Kenosha 
County Medical Examiner 
Patrice Hall is cautioning 
the community on the 
dangers of drugs.

Authorities identified 
the victims of the sus-
pected overdose deaths as 

two men and one woman, 
ranging in age from their 
20s to 50s. One of the vic-
tims was taken to Froedtert 
South St. Catherine’s Med-
ical Center from Antioch, 
Ill. The other two overdose 
cases were reported in 
the city of Kenosha and 
the village of Twin Lakes, 
according to a release from 

Kenosha County.
All three overdoses 

occurred within a 12-hour 
span, with each victim us-
ing cocaine and/or heroin, 
according to the Kenosha 
County Medical Examin-
er’s office.

‘Highly concerning’
In a released statement 

Sunday, Hall called the 
deaths “highly concern-
ing,” especially since they 
happened within a short 
span of time.

“I’m bringing this to 

the attention of the public 
so that they are aware of 
what’s going on, and that 
treatment is available,” 
Hall said.

Hall stated that, in all of 
2018, her office processed 
46 overdose deaths – an 
average of less than one 
per week.

In addition to the 
overdose deaths, the 
Kenosha Fire Department 
responded to two nonfatal 
overdose calls, according 
to the county’s release.

According to KFD’s 
Emergency Medical Ser-

vices Division Chief Jim 
Poltrock, the department 
has handled an “unusually 
high number” of overdoses 
in recent weeks, with 43 
overdose calls occurring 
between April 20 and May 
26. Thirty of those calls 
were opioid related, and 
most were not fatal.

Kenosha County con-
tinues to fight the opioid 
epidemic with efforts 
including the Kenosha 
County Opioid Task Force, 
free Narcan training and 
supply for anyone in the 
community, and medica-

tion-assisted treatment, 
the county stated in its 
release.

“We want people to 
know that there are re-
sources readily available 
to people with addictive 
disorder, and that re-
covery is possible,” said 
Cynthia Johnson, director 
of the Kenosha County 
Division of Health, in a 
released statement. “If you 
know someone who is suf-
fering from this disease, 
you could help save a life 
by sharing this informa-
tion.”

3 die of suspected overdoses
Two men, one woman dead 

within 12-hour span Saturday
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In the mid-1980s, Dam 
Bich Thuy had what was 

considered 
to be one 
of the best 
jobs in 
Vietnam, 
working 
for her gov-
ernment 
at a time 
when state 
sector em-

ployment was the place 
to be.

But it wasn’t where 
she found the greatest 
satisfaction, and to her 
parents’ horror, she quit 
and took a risk.

“I dropped out of the 
state sector and tried 
to establish the first 
privately-owned firm in 
Vietnam. I had a dream 
at that time to prepare to 
welcome foreign inves-
tors and companies to 
Vietnam,” she said. “All 
our hard work paid off.”

Thuy, the founding 
president of Fulbright 
University of Vietnam, 
the first private, non-
profit American-style 
liberal arts institution 
in that country, deliv-
ered the commencement 
speech to more than 600 
Carthage College stu-
dents in the graduating 
Class of 2019, along with 
their parents, friends 

and faculty in the N. 
E. Tarble Athletic and 
Recreation Center field 
house on Sunday. Thuy 
also received an hon-
orary doctorate degree 
in civil law from the 
college, which was pre-
sented by its president, 
John Swallow.

In February 1994, 
then-President Bill Clin-
ton removed the trade 
embargo on Vietnam, 
and the two countries 
established diplomatic 
relations a year later. 
The move would enable 
her country’s economy 
to prosper.

“I was sitting in my 
dorm in Philadelphia, 
and hearing the news, 
I did cry, but I think it 
was tears of joy because 
I knew at the time all 

Speaker says graduates can take risks 

while still staying true to values
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Katelyn Stack, right, smiles during Sunday’s graduation ceremony at Carthage College.

Carthage 

graduation 

at a glance

This year, Carthage Col-

lege awarded a total of 

674 degrees, both under-

graduate and graduate, or 

55 more compared with 

a year ago. The increase 

was attributed to the 60 

additional undergraduate 

degrees, including those 

awarded to its inaugural 

class of nursing degree 

students, of which there 

were 13. There were five 

fewer graduate degrees 

in 2019. A total of 619 

graduating students 

attended commencement 

on Sunday, up 43 com-

pared with a year ago, 

according to Carthage 

officials.

BY DAVID WALTER

dwalter@kenoshanews.com

DOVER — Remember-
ing the sacrifices made by 
veterans — and assuring 
that future generations 
do the same — was a 
theme that rang through 
Sunday’s Memorial Day 

ceremony at 
the Southern 
Wisconsin 
Veterans 
Memorial 
Ceremony.

Before a 
standing-
room-only 

crowd, local dignitaries 
paid their respects to the 
fallen and urged everyone 
in attendance to never 
forget those who died for 
their country.

“We will not forget the 
great sacrifice ... the many 
have made for the great 
cause of freedom, and we 
do not take it lightly,” pas-
tor David DeBerge said in 
his invocation.

In his remarks, U.S. 
Rep. Bryan Steil, R-Wis., 
said families and children 
look to Memorial Day 
weekend as a time to en-
joy cookouts and parades.

“But we must remem-
ber why we have Memo-
rial Day. We must tell our 
kids why we have Memo-
rial Day. This weekend, 
share with the next gen-
eration why we take this 

weekend to remember the 
fallen,” he said.

Steil noted that June 
6 will mark the 75th 
anniversary of D-Day, 
when thousands of Allied 
troops stormed the French 
beaches to turn back the 
Nazis.

He reflected on what it 
must have been like for 
the thousands of men as 
they boarded the boats 
and approached the 
beaches.

“While we can’t 
imagine what was going 

Remembering their 

sacrifice: Hundreds 

pay respects
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1st Sgt. David Litrenta salutes during the POW/
MIA ceremony, which was part of the Memorial 
Day ceremony Sunday at the Southern Wisconsin 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery outside Union Grove.
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‘FREEDOM 

is not free. It 

comes with a 

tremendous cost. 

Men, women, 

fathers, mothers, 

brothers and 

sisters sacrificed 
their lives to en-

sure that America 

remains free.’

Bryan Steil
U.S. Rep., R-Wis.
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Dam 

Bich Thuy

A listing 

of events 
to mark 
Memo-
rial Day. 
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CARE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
O F  P L E A S A N T  P R A I R I E 

can now better serve your pet with increased 
space for physical medicine services.

Contact us to schedule your 

pet’s appointment today!

262-694-6515 | careanimalhospital.com
9052 Prairie Ridge BLVD, Pleasant Prairie, WI, 53158

KN-1288811-1

Go to “Lakewood School in  

Twin Lakes” on Facebook!
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