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Even in mid-August, 
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BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI

jzampanti
@kenoshanews.com

A potential $400M plan 
to reshape the downtown 
lakefront received over-
whelming support from 
the city Plan Commission 
last week.

The commission moved 
forward on a new Tax 
Incremental Financing 
District (No. 27), slated at 
the epicenter of the Down-
town Vision Project from 
52nd Street and Sheridan 
Road to the corner of 55th 
Street and Sixth Avenue. 

The TID also includes the 
corner of 56th Street and 
Sheridan Road, the site 
targeted for construction 
of a new city hall and a 
public parking garage.

The TID still needs ap-
proval from the Common 
Council on Aug. 19.

City staff has operated 
for decades out of the ob-
solete Municipal Building, 
625 52nd St. Plans are in 
place to tear down the 
building and replace it 
with a sprawling public 

park and performing arts 
center.

One of three, new down-
town parking structures is 
slated at the corner of 52nd 
Street and Sheridan Road, 
with luxury, high-rise con-
dominiums planned along 
54th Street from Eighth 
Avenue to Fifth Avenue.

The project could 
include over 1,000 residen-
tial units, approximately 
2½ times the amount of 
housing constructed in 
HarborPark.

Former alderman John 
Fox, who was involved 
in the project’s initial 
planning, addressed the 
commission during a pub-
lic hearing Thursday.

“The last 25 years of 
development has changed 
the face of our lakefront 
to make it the jewel it is,” 
Fox said. “This is the dia-
mond on top of the ring we 
already have. I’m hoping 
we will continue to move 
forward with this. I can’t 
wait to see what this place 

is going to look like in 10 
years.”

City Plan commissioner 
Charles Bradley brought 
up the possibility of selling 
the Municipal Building to 
a private investor instead 
of tearing it down. Mayor 
John Antaramian rein-
forced the importance of 
creating as much recre-
ational, public space on 
the lakefront as possible.

“Part of what we’ve 

Panel backs new downtown vision
Potential $400 million plan 

gets overwhelming support

See DOWNTOWN, Page A4

David Wayne Brooks, 68, of 
Kenosha, died on Thursday.

Marie C. Carlino, 96, of 
Kenosha, died on Thursday.

Elmer Jones, 97, of Ke-
nosha, died on Thursday.

Bernice Rose Manson, 
101, of Pleasant Prairie, 
died on Thursday.

Robert A. Costabile, 78, of 
Kenosha, died on Wednes-
day.

Lorraine “Lorry” M. Fir-
chow, 87, of Kenosha, died 
on Wednesday.

Melvin J. Neil, 69, of Ke-
nosha, died on Tuesday.

Artimecia J. “Mecia” 
White, 57, of Kenosha, died 
on Monday.

Annie M. Young, 85, of Ke-
nosha, died on Monday.

Nancy Scheidell, 89, of 
Kenosha, died on Aug. 4.

Alice Prange, of Kenosha, 
has died.

For a complete listing of 
obituaries, see Pages D4, 5

BY AUSTIN WEBER

KENOSHA NEWS
CORRESPONDENT

F
or many, this 
weekend’s Peacetree 
Music Festival was 

appropriately named.
It was fi lled with music 

and peace for crowds 
which turned out around 
the Pennoyer Park band 
shell Friday evening and 
Saturday.

In fact, the family-
friendly event was so 
relaxing that many even 
walked around the grassy 
area barefoot.

“It’s a gathering of 
people, friends, love and 
music,” front gate worker 
Sandy Procknaw said.

It marked the third 
year for the event and, 
according to Procknaw, the 
attendance has only gone 
up with each festival which 
again featured a continu-
ous lineup of live music.

“Live music is where 
it’s at,” said Benjaman 
Kwiatkowski, a returning 
festival-goer. “(But) the 
best part of the atmo-
sphere is the people. The 
whole culture of the festi-
val creates a great mix of 
people who come around 
for peace, love and music. 
Even if you don’t like live 

music you can just come 
around and hang out with 
some great people.”

Among those attending 
was Jessica Haar, who 
lives in Antioch, Ill., who 
came to Kenosha for the 
fi rst time with her cousin 
from Pleasant Prairie. 
She enjoyed the festival 
so much that she plans on 
coming again next year.

The festival also gives 
a chance for vendors to 
showcase their products. 
The vendors, many local, 
included those selling Tie-
dye shirts or wellness prod-
ucts like oils and soaps.

“It’s a great opportu-
nity to spread the word 
about our company,” 
said Thailei Smith of 
Shameless Soap Co. of 
Greendale. “It also helps 
us spread the word about 
healthier living and using 
chemicals that are good 
for your body.”

The musicians enjoyed 
the festival as well.

“It’s an opportunity to 
have a really good eve-
ning,” said Dani Rabin, 
the guitarist from the 
Israeli band Marbin.  

Beer sales from the 
event raised funds for the 
Kenosha Achievement 
Center.

Peacetree Music 

Festival promotes 

music, goodwill
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Keith Browne, center, and Rogers Randle, Jr., play with the Rogers Randle 
Jr. & Co. band during the Peacetree Music Festival on Friday. Their set list 
included Stevie Wonder’s “Superstition.” See another image on Page A4.

BY DENEEN SMITH

dsmith@kenoshanews.com

A 22-year-old woman 
was in her bedroom at her 
home when she noticed 
something she did not 
recognize sitting on shelf 
in her closet.

The “small, square-
shaped black-colored 
item” was sitting on 
the top shelf of the open 
closet, according to a 
criminal complaint fi led 
in Kenosha County Court 

Friday.
She did not know what 

the object 
was, “but 
thought the 
front of it, 
which was 
pointing 
toward her 
bed, was 
a camera 
lens.” The 
words “Sir 
Gawain 

G007” were printed on the 

device.
According to the 

woman, she took the de-
vice to her boyfriend and 
they looked up Sir Gawain 
G007 online, learning it 
was a spy camera. Adver-
tisements for the camera, 
which sells for about $42, 
describe it as a “small, 
high defi nition nanny cam 
with night vision and mo-
tion detection — perfect 
for indoor covert.” The 
camera is about the size of 

a dice.
Roman Ostojic, 42, of 

Kenosha — the woman’s 
stepfather — was charged 
Friday for his actions in 
allegedly placing the cam-
era in the woman’s closet. 
Ostojic was charged with 
“invasion of privacy-
surveillance device” and 
capturing an intimate 
representation without 
consent, along with drug 
charges.

According to the crim-

inal complaint, one of the 
videos captured on the 
camera when investiga-
tors surveyed the images 
was Ostojic placing the 
camera on the shelf.

The complaint states 
that Ostojic told investi-
gators an anabolic steroid 
called Testo-Enan-1 that 
he was buying online 
without a prescription 
“messes with his mind 

Man charged, allegedly put spy camera in stepdaughter’s bedroom

Roman

Ostojic

See SPY CAMERA, Page A4
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