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Disaster Response 

Team off ers aid

Tall ship Red 
Witch off ers 
themed sails B1D1

Rodgers ready to develop chemistry with rookie coach — C1
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On Tuesday, William 
Pechous went to dinner 
at his parents’ Kenosha 
home.

What would for most 
college students be a fairly 
routine family event was 
a unique homecoming: 
Pechous, 21, was dropping 
in on Day 45 of a bicycle 
ride across the United 
States.

With him were 21 other 
bikers and a host of sup-
port personnel.

Pechous and his fellow 
cyclists are on a fundrais-
ing ride that started June 
9 in San Francisco and 
ends Aug. 10 in Washing-
ton, D.C.

The ride is called 
the Journey of Hope, a 
fundraiser for the Ability 
Experience, an organiza-
tion that helps support 
agencies nationwide 
working with those with 
disabilities.

Each year, three teams 
of 20-some riders cross the 
country via three routes, 
raising $700,000 to $900,000 
for those with special 
needs.

Pechous and his team 
are on the North Route, 
and by the time they roll 
into D.C. they will have 
ridden nearly 4,000 miles 
across two mountain 
ranges and through 13 
states.

One of the unique facets 
of the fundraiser is that 
it is a philanthropic arm 
of a national university 
fraternity, Pi Kappa Phi, 
organized in 1988. Since 
then, thousands of dollars 
have been raised to help 
those with special needs.

Pechous, a student at 
the University of Wiscon-
sin, joined Pi Kappa Phi 
specifi cally to become 
part of this fundraising 
experience to support his 

fraternal twin brother, 
Sam, born with Smith-Ma-
genis syndrome, a develop-
mental disorder.

On his social media 
fundraising page, Pechous 
writes:

“My main reason for 
doing this is my twin 
brother Sam. Sam is a per-
son with disabilities and 
has been and continues to 
be a driving force in my 
life for all that I do. He is 

my rock, my hero, and my 
best friend. Without him, I 
would not be here today.”

The News fi rst caught 
up with Pechous by phone 
on Day 35 when the team 
was resting for the after-

noon in Des Moines, Iowa.
“It’s been fantastic. This 

has been a life-changing 
experience,” Pechous said.

He explained that for 

Sharing 

the ability
21-year-old cycles across 

country for a good cause
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William Pechous, center, talks about his biking experiences as his parents, Charles and Kim, look on.

Trip highlights

Will Pechous cites 
the following as just 
a few standout mo-
ments during his ride 
across America with 
the Ability Experience 
(as of Day 45):

 ■ Climbing 12,000 
feet to Loveland 
Pass, Colo.

 ■ Riding up to Lake 
Tahoe and seeing 
snow that hadn’t 
melted yet

 ■ 60-plus Friendship 
Visits to special 
needs agencies 
across the country

 ■ Visiting family in 
Kenosha (Day 45)
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Patrick Anthony 
Mitchell, 16, died 
on Wednesday.

Mary Ann Gillings, 
75, of Winthrop 

Harbor, Ill., and for-
merly of Kenosha, 
died on Sunday.

Matthew T. 
Schenk, 51, of 

Kenosha, died on 
Sunday.

For a complete list-
ing of obituaries, 
see Page A4.

BY DENEEN SMITH

dsmith@kenoshanews.com

The confl ict outside a 
downtown Kenosha tavern 
was caught on security 
video.

It showed two men — 
later identifi ed as Mau-
rice Cloutier and Sergio 
Lopez-Castro — along with 
a woman leaving Fec’s 
Place, 5523 Sixth Ave., at 
about 1 a.m. on Nov. 13, 
2018. They walk past a 
third man, who according 
to a criminal complaint 
fi led at the time, appears 

to be agitated and fol-
lows Cloutier, then grabs 
Cloutier by the front of his 
jacket.

The complaint states 
the view of what happens 
next is partially blocked 
on the video, but Cloutier 
appears to throw a punch, 
and the 25-year-old fell to 
the ground and then was 
motionless on the side-
walk. Lopez-Castro, 23, 
is reportedly seen on the 
video striking the man in 
the head while he was on 
the ground, then appears 

to remove something from 
the man’s pocket. Police 
later found that Lopez-Cas-
tro had taken the man’s 
phone.

The confl ict left the in-
jured man with a serious 
head injury that left him 
severely disabled. Cloutier 
and Lopez-Castro were 
both charged with aggra-
vated battery, a felony, 
and theft of movable 
property.

Cloutier was found not 
guilty by Judge Bruce 
Schroeder following a 

court trial in March. In the 
complaint, Cloutier had 
told investigators that the 
man, who he did not know, 
followed him, grabbed 
him, yelled and spit on 
him before he punched 
him. At trial, Schroeder 
found that the injured 
man was the primary ag-
gressor, and that Cloutier 
acted to defend himself.

Lopez-Castro entered 
a plea agreement, plead-
ing guilty to theft from a 
person in exchange for the 
aggravated battery charge 

being dropped, with the 
stipulation that the charge 
could be read in to be con-
sidered at sentencing.

At Lopez-Castro’s 
sentencing Thursday, 
Schroeder said he has 
watched the video of the 
incident 25 to 30 times dur-
ing the course of the case.

In his view, Schroeder 
said, the video showed 
Lopez-Castro initially tak-
ing a defensive posture to 
help his friend Cloutier. “I 
thought there was nothing 
wrong with Mr. Lopez-Cas-

tro before in looking like 
he was ready to pounce,” 
Schroeder said.

But after Cloutier 
punches the man once and 
he falls to the ground, lay-
ing motionless, the judge 
said, the situation changed 
and Lopez-Castro no lon-
ger had need to defend his 
friend.

“What happened in this 
case is a helpless man is 
on the ground,” Schroeder 
said. “Once he’s on the 

Confl ict outside tavern leaves a man disabled, another headed to prison

Donating to 

Journey of Hope

For more online 
information or how to 
donate to the Journey 
of Hope:

 ■ Will Pechous’ social 
media page:

https://www.
classy.org/fund-
raiser/1532991

 ■ The Ability Experi-
ence:

https://abilityexperi-
ence.org/support/

Will Pechous, right, poses with his brother, Sam.

See PECHOUS, Page A5

See CONFLICT, Page A5

^36 mo. Lease (**Guilia $3999 down + $385 first mo. Payment + $2000 Lease bonus cash + $1500 FCA bonus cash = $7884 due at signing.)(^Stelvio $3999 down payment + $399 first
mo. Payment + $1000 Lease bonus + $1500 FCA Bonus Cash)^^. Plus tax, title, license and doc fee. Manufacturer rebates applied, everyone qualifies. Dealer not responsible for
typographical errors in this ad. Vehicles pictured are for illustration purposes and may not reflect the actual color or options of the vehicle on sale. Expires 7/31/19

5309 75th St. (Hwy 50) Kenosha, WI • 262-697-3100 • alfaromeousaofkenosha.comA L FA ROMEO

2019 ALFA ROMEO

GIULIA AWD
2019 ALFA ROMEO

A L FA ROMEO

Stk# F1911 Stk# F1939

$385^
per month

36 month lease

2019 ALFA ROMEO

STELVIO AWD

$399^
per month

36 month
lease
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