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DEATHS
Elizabeth M. “Betty” Rygiel, 97, of 
Kenosha, died on Monday.
Marie Anne Thonn, 87, of Twin 
Lakes, died on Sunday.
John U. Mich, 74, of Paris and 
Union Grove, died on Saturday.

Kathleen Yach, 76, of Pleasant 
Prairie, died on Saturday.
Richard Larson, 82, of Rochester, 
Minn., formerly of Kenosha, died on 
Aug. 26.
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Indian Trail graduate 

Gavin Lux a smash hit 

in MLB debut 
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Gavin Lux a smash hit 

KENOSHA NEWS STAFF

The father of a baby girl 
whose body was allegedly 
dumped in a Kenosha fi eld 
is scheduled to appear in 
court today.

Hezile Frison, 36, of Mil-
waukee, is slated for his 
initial appearance in the 
case at Kenosha County 
Intake Court at 1 p.m.

He has been charged 
with conspiring with Mon-
ica Adams, 21, the mother 
of his daughter, Jalisa 
Adams-Frison, to cover up 

the baby’s death and dump 
the body.

He has been charged 
with failure to report the 
death of a child; moving 
or hiding the corpse of a 
child, as party to a crime; 
and two counts of giving 
false information on a 
missing person, as party to 
a crime; all as felonies. He 
also has been charged with 
bail jumping, a misde-
meanor.

According to District 
Attorney Mike Graveley 

at Adam’s earlier initial 
appearance, the pair are 
Milwaukee residents who 
fl ed to Kenosha about 
two months ago so Frison 
could avoid arrest on a 
felony probation warrant 
for a fi rearms charge.

The couple with the 
baby were allegedly hid-
ing out in the basement of 
a home in the 3700 block 
of 45th Street, a home 

occupied by Frison’s 
relatives.

It is believed, Graveley 
said, that the baby’s death 
was accidental, occurring 
while Frison, Adams and 
the baby were all sleeping 
in the same bed.

But before that deter-
mination was reached, 
authorities had to wade 
through a series of lies 
and accusations, Grave-
ley said, and a dayslong 
search for a body that 
proved fruitless.

The baby’s fate came to 
light on July 28, Graveley 
said, when a family mem-
ber confronted the couple, 
wondering where the baby 
was.

The family member 
eventually drove with 

the couple to the police 
station and gave the 
couple one last chance 
to reveal what had oc-
curred. When the couple 
fled, the family member 
reported the missing 
baby to police.

When confronted by 
authorities, Adams re-
portedly gave confl icting 
stories; at fi rst she said 
the baby was with her par-
ents. Then she admitted 
that the baby was dead but 
said Frison killed her.

Finally, in separate 
conversations with police, 
Frison and Adams said 
the baby died during a 
co-sleeping incident.

But the lying wasn’t 
over, Graveley said. He 
said Adams then told 

police a false location 
where the baby’s body was 
dumped before directing 
them to a different loca-
tion.

However, even after 
an extensive search of a 
wooded area near 52nd 
Avenue and 50th Street, 
the baby’s body has not 
been found.

Adams bond was set 
Aug. 16 at $100,000.

Among the charges Ad-
ams is facing are failure to 
report the death of a child, 
hiding the body/corpse 
of a child, aiding a felon, 
providing false infor-
mation about a missing 
person and obstructing an 
investigation.

Adams is expected back 
court on Sept. 19.

Dad in baby death to be in court
Man allegedly dumped 

his daughter’s body
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Robin Vos wears many 
hats, fi guratively speak-
ing. He is a husband; he is 
a business owner; he rep-
resents the 63rd Assembly 
District in Racine County; 
and he is the speaker of 

the Assem-
bly, making 
him one of 
the most 
powerful 
politicians 
in the state.

Now he 
is adding 
the duties 
of presi-
dent of the 

Executive Committee of 
the National Conference 
of State Legislators, the 
largest bipartisan organi-
zation in the country with 
more than 7,000 members 
nationwide.

“We provide guidance 
and oversight to make 
sure the organization is 
doing what the members 
want,” Vos said. “As presi-
dent, I try to set a direction 
for this year. My focus this 
year is trying to make sure 
that power returns back to 
states as much as we can, 
or hopefully less power is 
taken from states.”

The organization 
is made up of elected 
offi cials, partisan staff 
members such as a chief of 
staff to an elected offi cial 
and nonpartisan staff 
members.

“It’s not a nonparti-
san organization, it’s a 
bipartisan organization,” 
Vos said. “It refl ects the 
fact that our system has 
two major parties, both Re-
publicans and Democrats, 
and if they listen to each 
other and try to take the 
best ideas, our nation is a 
better place.”

Vos became a member 
of NCSL in 2012 on the sug-
gestion of a staff member 
from the state’s nonpar-
tisan Legislative Fiscal 
Bureau.

Part of NCSL’s focus, 
Vos said is to make sure 
“we have a legislative 
presence that is strong 
and vibrant at the state 

level and also, that at the 
national level, members 
of Congress remember 
that states should be given 
the fl exibility to innovate 
where the best ideas would 
hopefully be adopted na-
tionwide.”

Applying new ideas
Vos says lobbying is a 

part of the organization’s 
mission, “but it’s not the 
major part.”

The main focus, Vos 
said, is to train its mem-
bers and network on 
policy.

Vos said he has learned 
better ways to be a legisla-
tor by hearing about what 
has been done.

“A former speaker from 
Tennessee said he started 
every legislative fl oor day 
by holding a press con-
ference to let the media 
know what’s going to be 
discussed and answer any 
questions they specifi cally 
had,” Vos said. “We never 
did that (in Wisconsin). 
So when I became speaker 
we put that into effect and 
now it’s become a normal 
practice to how we operate 
... It allows us a better 
opportunity to answer 
your questions and get our 
message out.”

When it comes to policy, 
having conversations 
with other legislators in 
different states has had an 
impact on Vos. One sub-
ject in particular that he 
has changed his mind on 
is medical marijuana.

“I have to admit, I 
started off as a staunch 
opponent (of medical 
marijuana) because I still 
have sincere concerns 
about how it will be 
implemented, but as you 
talk to legislators from 
around the country where 
they’ve already done it, 
I think there might be a 
way to take some of their 
best ideas and make it 
into a uniquely Wisconsin 
system,” Vos said. “But I 
wouldn’t know what other 
states did unless I listen to 
them and understand the 
positives and negatives 
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For the vast majority of 
students in Kenosha Uni-
fi ed and other area school 
districts, Tuesday arrived 
with buses, backpacks, 
bookbags and more.

It also included a few 
raindrops, but not too 
much to put a damper on 
the traditional fi rst day of 
school enthusiasm across 
the county.

“Except for a little rain 
to start, it was a good day, 
there were no incidents 
and no issues,” said Tanya 
Ruder, Kenosha Unifi ed 
spokeswoman.

KUSD welcomed some 
21,000 students on Tuesday, 
as the bulk of the district 
reported to begin the 2019-20 
academic year. Students in 
Wilson and Frank elemen-
tary schools started classes 
on Aug. 7.

Next Monday, the 
district’s 4K preschool 
students begin classes.

The local school year is 
expected to be a ceremo-
nial one with two schools 
marking big anniversaries. 
Washington Middle School 
will be celebrating its 100th 
year, and Bullen Middle 
School will be commemo-
rating its 50th year.

So far, KUSD, the state’s 
third-largest school district, 
has not scheduled any 
special events for the school 
anniversaries.

As students headed back 
to class Tuesday, state 
health offi cials said nearly 
50,000 children in Wiscon-
sin have vaccination waiv-
ers as the school year gets 
underway, leaving them 
vulnerable to measles at a 
time when the number of 
cases has grown exponen-
tially across the country.

Figures from the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention show 1,215 
cases of measles this year 
across the nation, the 
highest number since 1992. 
Wisconsin health offi cials 
have investigated 382 sus-
pected measles cases since 
November and not one case 

has been confi rmed.
Immunization rates of 

92 percent to 95 percent 
are considered necessary 
to prevent the virus from 
spreading to those who 
are vulnerable, including 
children with weakened 
immune systems.

Wisconsin’s county-by-
county immunization rates 
show that none of the state’s 
72 counties came close to 
the 92 percent threshold in 
2018. 

It’s 

Back to 

School!
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Special education teacher Maggie Cintron, middle, welcomes Bradley Gomaz, 
left, and Hayden Bader, right, back to school as Thomas Tuttle, top, principal 
of the Edward Bain School of Language and Art, watches during the fi rst day 
of school on Tuesday.

Thomas Tuttle, right, principal of the Edward Bain 
School of Language and Art, welcomes Christo-
pher DeRose Jr., 6, to the fi rst day of school as 
his parents Christopher and Samantha and sister 
Bailey watch on Tuesday.

Robin Vos leads 

national group

See VOS, Page A6

Send your back-to-school 
photos to spotlight@
kenoshanews.com and 
see them online at ke-
noshanews.com.
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