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Lynnette (Nevelier) Ludwig  
May 6th, 1969-February 16th, 2020 

Lynnette Louise Ludwig, 50, of Kenosha went home 
to be with the Lord Sunday February 16th, 2020 in her 
home surrounded by her husband, children and fam-
ily. Lynnette fiercely fought her battle with cancer for 
approximately 5 years. 

The family of Lynnette would like to thank the caring 
staff of Hospice Alliance for assisting with her wishes 
to stay in the comfort of her home. 

Lynnette’s Celebration of Life Service will be Satur-
day, February 22nd at 11:00AM at Crossway Commu-
nity Church. 

Please see the full obituary at the Casey Family Op-
tions web site at CaseyFamilyOptions.com 

Crossway Community Church 
13905 75th St, Bristol, WI, 53104 
(262) 857-4488 
https:/cwc.church/ 

Maxine Sharon (Ruben) Ripp
January 25, 1931—February 18, 2020

Maxine Sharon (Ruben) 
Ripp, 89, peacefully entered 
the Kingdom of God in the 
early morning hours of 
Tuesday, February 18, 2020, 
at home, and with her loved 
ones visiting throughout 
the evening.

Maxine was born on Jan-
uary 25, 1931 to the late Al-
bert and Ellen (Lindberg) 
Ruben in Kenosha. She was 
a lifelong Kenosha resident 
and graduate of Kenosha 
High School Class of 49. 
Maxine met the love of her 

life, Leonard Joseph Ripp, and they were united in mar-
riage on June 23, 1951 at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Catholic Church. Maxine and Leonard had a wonderful 
life together and enjoyed traveling the country on sum-
mer road trips with their children Patti Jo (Wermeling) 
and Joseph Leonard Ripp. A trip to Europe as a second 
honeymoon was the high point of their travels. Max-
ine cherished her family and will be remembered as a 
loving, kind-hearted, and dedicated daughter, sister, 
wife, mother, grandmother, great grandmother, cousin, 
aunt, and friend. Cooking casseroles and the weekly 
Thursday Spaghetti Night will always be remembered 
with fondness.

Maxine grew up as an evangelical and upon the birth 
of her children became a member of the First United 
Methodist Church which she attended for 63 years.

Maxine worked in the medical field most of her life 
including 28 years at the Kenosha Memorial Hospital 
as the pathologist’s medical transcriptionist until she 
retired in 2003.

Maxine is survived by her loving son Joseph, of Keno-
sha, her grandchildren Allison (Alex) Wantoch, Ashlee, 
Jason, Amanda, Aaron, Austin, and Tatiana, her great 
grandchildren Nathan, Zachary and James, and many 
nieces and nephews. She is also survived by her sis-
ter-in-law, Dorothy (Ripp) Travers of Florida and her 
son-in-law John Wermeling.

Maxine is preceded in death by her loving husband 
Leonard, October 26, 2006, and loving daughter Patti 
Jo Wermeling, October 7, 2018, as well as all 7 brothers 
and sisters, Esther, Pearl, Clyde, Robert, Kenneth, June, 
and Gerald.

Visitation will be held at the First United Methodist 
Church (919 60th St.) on Monday, February 24th, at 
10:30 AM until the time of service at 12:30 PM. Inter-
ment will be at 3:00 PM at Sunset Ridge Memorial Park.

Bruch Funeral Home
3503 Roosevelt Road
Kenosha, WI 53142
262-652-8298
Visit Maxine’s Online Memorial Book
www.bruchfuneralhome.net

John P. Vena
John P. Vena, age 75 and a resident of Kenosha, died 

Tuesday February 18th 2020 at the Bay at Sheridan in 
Kenosha.

As per his request, there will be no services.
To view a complete obituary please visit our web site 

CaseyFamilyOptions.com.
Casey Family Options Funerals and Cremations
Stephen P. Casey, Owner/Funeral Director
3016-75th Street (262) 653-0667
www.CaseyFamilyOptions.com

Gerald E. Blankley
 1965—2020

Gerald E. Blankley, age 
54, of Racine passed away 
on Thursday, February 13, 
2020 at his home. Jerry was 
born on August 4, 1965 in 
Gurnee, IL to Charles and 
Marie (Freund) Blankley 
and he graduated from 
Warren Township High 
School in 1983. He served 
in the U.S. Navy. Jerry en-
joyed fishing, watching 
movies and bike rides, and 
watching the Chicago Bulls, 
the Cubs, and the Bears. His 
greatest joy was spending 

time with his family and friends.
He was preceded in death by, his mother and his 

brother, Paul Blankley.
Jerry is survived by, his father, Charles Blankley; 

three brothers, Jeff (Michelle), Tim (Mignon) and Eric 
Blankley; his sister, Tina (Nate) Engel as well as nieces, 
nephews, cousins and many friends.

A memorial service for Jerry will be held at 12:00 P.M. 
on Saturday, February 22, 2020 at the Kemper Center – 
Founders Hall (6501 – 3rd Avenue). A visitation with the 
family will be held on Saturday at the Kemper Center 
from 11:00 A.M. until the time of service.

Casey Family Options Funerals and Cremations
Stephen P. Casey, Owner/Funeral Director
3016-75th Street (262) 653-0667
www.CaseyFamilyOptions.com

Betty J. Adams
Betty J. Adams, age 84 a 

resident of Kenosha died 
February 17th, 2020 at 
Froedtert South Kenosha 
medical Center Campus.

Funeral services will be 
held on Monday February 
24th, 2020 at 5:00PM at 
Bethany Lutheran Church-
Somers. (1520-Green Bay 
Road) Visitation with fam-
ily will be held on Monday 
at the church from 4:00PM 
until the time of services. 
Burial will take place on 
Tuesday at Oak Hill Cem-

etery in the Town of Maine WI.
In lieu of flowers memorials would be appreciated 

to either Bethany Lutheran Church or the Alzheimer’s 
Association.

A complete obituary will appear in the Sunday edition 
of the paper.

Casey Family Options Funerals and Cremations
Stephen P. Casey, Owner/Funeral Director
3016-75th Street (262) 653-0667
www.CaseyFamilyOptions.com
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The library staff could 
potentially move into the 
new city hall once its com-
pleted, according to Keno-
sha Public Library Director 
Barbara Brattin.

“It was difficult (find-
ing a new place) because 
everything the city owns 
they have earmarked for 
something else or they’re 
tearing it down,” Brattin 
said. “This will be a fine, 
temporary location. I don’t 
know how long temporary 
lasts. We’ve been in this 
building for 20 years and I 
think this was meant to be 
temporary.”

The Shalom Center, 
4314 39th Ave., celebrated 
the opening of its new 
10,000-square-foot food 
pantry on Thursday. The 
old food pantry will remain 
open until Feb. 28.

Financial deal 

questioned 

The City Council ap-
proved the purchase of that 
building on Wednesday 
despite opposition from 
a few aldermen. The sale 
was constructed around 
a 2009 agreement where 
the city sold the property 
to the Shalom Center for 
$1 with right of first refusal 

to purchase the property 
back for $250,000.

The property was 
recently assessed at 
$420,000, according to 
City Administrator Randy 
Hernandez.

Ald. Dominic Ruffalo 
was one of three aldermen 
to vote against the trans-
action.

“We gave it to them for 
$1,” Ruffalo said. “I help run 
the city’s checkbook just as 
I do the Ruffalo’s house-
hold checkbook. If we’re 
in the business of writ-
ing checks to businesses 
like the Shalom Center, 
there’s a lot of other places 
in town that could also use 
that $250,000.”

Apartment plan 

advances 

In other business, the 
council approved a down-
town development agree-
ment with Lake Terrace 
LLC on Wednesday.

The Illinois-based de-
veloper acquired vacant, 
city-owned property at the 
southeast corner of Fifth 
Avenue and 59th Street 
with plans to move forward 
with a $17 million luxury 
apartment building.

The $100,000 deal also 
included a vacant city lot 
directly west of the prop-
erty to be used for addi-
tional parking.

The Madison district, 
however, is facing a legal 
battle after a lawsuit was 
filed alleging that its policy 
violates the state’s due pro-
cess clause, which protects 
parents’ right to raise their 
children in accordance with 
their beliefs.

Discussions also cen-
tered on transgender stu-
dents who may not be “out” 
to their families about their 
gender identities.

Under Madison’s guide-
lines, such students are 
protected by the district 
policy. They are addressed 
by their preferred names 
and pronouns at school, 
but legal names are used 
when dealing with parents.

“If the student tells you, 
‘I’m not Ron; I’m Rhonda, 
and I want to be she, you 
have to respect that. But 
when you deal with my 
parents, you have to call 
me Ron, unless I’ve told 
you otherwise’,” said Ron 
Stadler, Unified’s attorney 
advising the district.

Adhering to a Madi-
son-style policy, however, 
would put teachers in a dif-
ficult position, according to 
Sue Valeri, Unified’s chief 
of school leadership. Cur-

rently, teachers are alerted 
to a student’s transgender 
status and related accom-
modations, Valeri said.

“Do we expect them to 
remember ... ‘I’m sup-
posed to call (her) Rhonda 
at school, but Ron in front 
of his parents?’ That’s set-
ting them up for making a 
mistake. It’s setting any-
body up,” she said. “I think 
writing that in a policy 
would create a very difficult 
situation in 41 schools.”

Mixed feelings 
School Board members 

expressed mixed feelings 
about incorporating stu-
dent-centered policy.

Yolanda Santos Adams 
said she was sensitive 
to parents, but that the 
schools are serving the 
students.

“Parents are so very im-
portant, but students are 
our population here,” she 
said. “This is difficult. I’m 
not sure I’m ready to vote 
on this policy.”

Tony Garcia said he was 
concerned about cultural 

acceptance of LGBTQ in-
dividuals in Hispanic fam-
ilies. More important, how-
ever, parents need to know 
what is happening with 
their children in school, he 
said.

He said he knows His-
panic parents would be 
upset if they learned at a 
parent-teacher conference, 
for example, that their son 
had changed his name and 
identified as female.

“That’s very mind-bog-
gling,” he said. “I do feel 
that parents have the right. 
I mean, (their children) are 
underage.”

Identities in flux 
Garcia wondered whether 

many students were in flux 
about their gender identi-
ties.

“We have kids going 
through transitions. We 
had a sixth-grader come 

to middle school this year 
identifying originally as 
a queer boy. As time has 
evolved throughout the 
year, they no longer iden-
tify as a transgender stu-
dent,” Valeri said.

She said that staff contin-
ues to meet with the parent 
and the student to make ac-
commodations according to 
their needs.

At the elementary level, 
she said, there are students 
who identify as transgender 
and “parents who are com-
ing to grips with that.”

“I can tell you right now, 
parents make the mistake of 
what pronouns to use. But 
parents are also working 
with their kids to get used 
to this, and if we don’t even 
give them that opportu-
nity to educate themselves, 
we’re not going to expose 
that student if their parent 
doesn’t agree,” she said.

Pantry
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“Do we expect them to remember ... ‘I’m 

supposed to call (her) Rhonda at school, 

but Ron in front of his parents?’ That’s 

setting them up for making a mistake. 

It’s setting anybody up. I think writing 

that in a policy would create a very 

difficult situation in 41 schools.”

Ron Stadler, Unified’s attorney

of about 23,000 students 
across its campuses in 
Kenosha, Racine and Wal-
worth counties.

“You’re going to have 
some really unique op-
portunities,” Albrecht 
said to the future students. 
“You’re going to have the 
opportunity to participate 
in some of the best indus-
try training in the coun-
try. It will give you a leg 
up when you go into your 
first job.”

In addition to celebrat-
ing what lies ahead, Al-
brecht said Thursday’s 
event also emphasizes 
some of Gateway’s core 
principles, including 
placing a spotlight on the 
dignity of work and giving 
people from all walks of life 
the opportunity to pursue 
their passions.

The ceremony gave each 
of the pledging students 
an opportunity to sign 
their letters of intent to 
attend Gateway, receive a 
hat with the college insig-
nia and have a photo taken 
with Rudy the Red Hawk, 
the school’s mascot.

Growing movement 
Letter of Intent is a 

growing campaign that is 
in its seventh year nation-
ally and is aimed at em-
phasizing the degrees that 
can be obtained in a range 

of career and technical ed-
ucation programs.

The overture comes at 
a time when numerous 
companies are discussing 
worker shortages and skills 
gaps.

Katie Graf, director of 
high school partnerships 
with Gateway, said the 
signing event is designed 
to signify the students’ 
next steps. Rather than sit 
with current high school 
classmates at the cere-
mony, they are gathered 
alongside peers who will 
be enrolled in the same 
program in the fall.

“They’re joining an elite 
group of almost 800 stu-
dents that have signed let-
ters of intent in the last five 
years,” Graf said. “We look 
forward to seeing them in 
the fall.”

Lisa Marshall, project 
manager with NC3, said 
events such as the national 
signing days point to the 
role career and technical 
colleges play. She said the 
concepts of education, in-
dustry and community all 
work in tandem with one 
another.

“I think that when (stu-
dents) put their education 
together with industry, it 
builds a community,” Mar-
shall said.

Gateway is the only two-
year school in Wisconsin 
that participated in the 
signing day event this year. 
About 70 other colleges 
across the U.S. held similar 
ceremonies on Thursday.

Gateway
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A line of students sign their letters of intent to attend 
Gateway Technical College during a ceremony Wednesday 
at the Kenosha Gateway campus.

PHOTOS BY PAUL WILLIAMS 

Bryan Albrecht, president and CEO of Gateway Technical 
College, talks to students at Wednesday’s ceremony where 
high schoolers signed letters of intent to attend Gateway.
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