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Kingfi sh close 2019 
season with strong 
second half C1

Randall School picks new principal — Page A3
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Visit kenoshanews.com for 
more state, national and world 
news and sports every day and 
24/7 breaking news. 

Milton A. Gross, 81, 
of Kenosha, died 
Saturday.

Louis A. Masterson 

Sr., 83, of Kenosha, 
died Friday.

Also:
Richard Kunz, 76, of 

Marytown, died Friday.

For a complete listing 
of obituaries, see 
Page A4.

BY JILL TATGE-ROZELL

jrozell@kenoshanews.com

SOMERS — An 11th-
hour settlement with Wal-
mart will be considered by 
the Somers Village Board 
today in advance of a trial 
that could have set prece-
dent statewide regarding 
commercial assessments.

Village attorney Jeff 
Davison, who is recom-
mending that the village 
accept the offer, said Wal-
mart’s willingness to settle 
acknowledges the village 
has a strong case, is “not 
going to cave” and is “fully 
prepared to go to trial” 
later this month.

Village President 
George Stoner said he 
is “satisfi ed” with the 
settlement, set for a vote at 
the 5:30 p.m. Village Board 
meeting today at the Vil-
lage Hall, 7511 12th St.

“The settlement, I 
think, is a fair solution,” 
Stoner said, adding he is 
still upset that big-box 
stores are attempting to 
use the “dark store” loop-
hole to their advantage 
and that legislators are 
not bringing a solution to 
the issue forward at the 

state level.
The loophole allows 

large retailers to use 
similar-sized, but vacant, 
buildings as the basis 
for their tax assessment. 
Municipal offi cials con-
tend the move is unfair 
and shifts more of the tax 
burden on residents.

Retailers and the 
Wisconsin Manufacturers 
and Commerce disagree, 
saying the use of a “dark 
store” is fair and that mu-
nicipalities are trying to 
gouge big-box retailers.

Three years of lawsuits
In the 2017 lawsuit, 

Walmart contends it was 
over-assessed by roughly 
$7 million and was due a 
refund that would have 
increased the average 
property tax bill by about 
$22.

A similar lawsuit was 
fi led seeking a refund for 
2018, and preliminary 
steps were taken by Wal-
mart to challenge the 2019 
assessment.

The agreement would 

settle all three years.
“Although this settle-

ment, if accepted, would 
be of no benefi t to other 
communities and would 
not prevent Walmart from 
appealing assessments in 
Somers in future years, 
one would hope that they 
would take notice that 
... we are not a commu-
nity that is willing to be 
pushed around and they 
may leave us alone in the 
future,” Davison wrote in 

‘Dark store’ settlement possible
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The Aquanuts’ summer got a 
little sweeter over the weekend, 
as the team placed second in 
national competition.

The Aquanuts, based in Twin 
Lakes, bested 13 teams from 
across the country to claim its 
highest national fi nish since 2015, 
when the team took home the 
crown.

The runner-up fi nish comes 
three weeks after the team placed 
second at the Wisconsin State 
Tournament on Lake Wazeecha 
in Wisconsin Rapids.

The Show Ski National Cham-
pionships, featuring 15 teams and 
more than 1,500 athletes, took 

place Aug. 9-11 on Hidden Lake in 
Warsaw, Ind.

Competing in Division 1, the 
Aquanuts were the fi rst team to 
ski, setting up in the pre-dawn 
darkness on Saturday and hitting 
the water just before 7 a.m.

The Aquanuts were the fi rst of 
eight teams to ski on Saturday, 
with the remaining six teams 
skiing on Sunday.

According to Aquanuts 
treasurer Mark Gurda, the team 
fi nished its “Life’s a Beach” show 
to “thunderous applause, as the 
Aquanuts brought in their 4-3-4 
pyramid team to close the show.”

In the end, the Aquanuts’ score 
of 1,859.14 was behind only the 

Mad-City ski team from Madison,  
which tallied 1,877.8.

Judges award points based 
on originality, presentation and 
execution.

According to the USA Water 
Ski and Wake Sports website, 
the show is full of “elaborate 
costumes and staging intermix 
with music and fast action on the 
water as an announcer leads the 
audience through the show.”

Led by show directors Lexi 
Gaughan and Pete Rzonca, 
the Aquanuts also garnered a 
number of individual and team 
awards at the national contest.

The team’s 28-girl ballet line 
defended its national champion-

ship.
In addition, The Aquanuts’ 

Kailey Koehler of Lake Geneva 
and Ethan Shulda of Twin Lakes 
won the Willa Cook and Skip 
Gilkerson awards, respectively. 
The awards are given to the tour-
nament’s top female and male 
performers, as voted on by the 
tournament offi cials.

Koehler won the Willa Cook 
Award for the second consecutive 
year, becoming the fi rst athlete 
to accomplish that feat since the 
Rock Aqua Jays’ Janie Dibble 
in 1989 and 1990. Shulda is a 
fi rst-time recipient of the Skip 

Aquanuts place 2nd in national competition
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The Aqaunuts’ pyramid closes out their show at the national show ski championships.

BY JAMES LAWSON

jlawson@kenoshanews.com

He was a police offi cer 
from another era, but An-
tonio Pingitore, the offi cer 
who was killed in the line 
of duty 100 years ago, has 
always been special to 
Kenosha police offi cers 
who have honored him 
and others who have fallen 
in the line of duty.

Now, offi cers with the 
Kenosha Police Depart-
ment can purchase badges 
honoring Pingitore, the 
fi rst Kenosha offi cer to be 
killed in the line of duty.

The badges will bear 
their own unit number and 
can be worn until the end 
of March 2020, marking the 
month that Pingitore lost 
his life.

They will be able to 
wear the badge every 

Somers Village Board to 

consider Walmart deal

Kenosha

Police wear

commemorative 

Pingitore badges
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Badges were made and 
given to the family of 
Antonio Pingitore at the 
Public Safety Building on 
Monday.

National show ski championships

See AQUANUTS, Page A5

Badges 

of  honor

See BADGES, Page A5

See SETTLEMENT, Page A5

Fair starts tomorrow – see you there!
AUGUST 14-18 • Wilmot, WI99th Annual

LOCATED ON HWY W JUST 2 BLOCKS NORTH OF HWY C IN WILMOT, WI www.kenoshacofair.com
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