125
125

th

1894
-20
19

ANNIV
ERS
AR

All Saints to begin school year in one building — D1

29
August 22 - August

Y

Faire thee well: for Bristol attraction -- Page 4
Final two weekends
Movies:

Theater:
-- Page 13

"Angel has Fallen"
14
"Ready or Not" -- Page
theaters for
"Friends" coming to
-- Page 15
anniversary celebration

Shrew" -- Page 12

Music:

-- Page 3

Paddy Fineran's local

Picnic in the

Event celebrates local

Henry Cho

-- Page 2
coming to Kenosha
Comedian Henry Cho
Theatre
Ole Opry" at Racine
"Ladies of the Grand
Guild -- Page 7
of the
re performing "Taming
Summer Shakespea

Local events:
Park returns to "Pets"
authors -- Page 7

music column -- Page

GO Kenosha
is your guide
to local fun Inside

Foxconn’s presence
two years later: Lots
where houses stood A6

10

- August 29, 2019
areas, August 22
in Kenosha and surrounding
and entertainment
Events, activities

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22, 2019

© 2019 Kenosha News, a publication of Lee Enterprises

$2.00

City projects moving forward
BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI

jzampanti@kenoshanews.com
A pair of city project at
Schulte Park and on Simmons
Island continue to move forward.
At Schulte Park, a splash pad
and pavilion are in the works,
while the historic beach house
on Simmons Island is undergoing an extensive renovation
project.

Schulte Park
Construction is expected to
begin next month on a splash
pad and pavilion at Schlute
Park, 4300 87th Place.
The $243,000 contract was
awarded to Stuckey Construc-

tion of Waukegan, Ill.
The project, funded through
an amendment to the city’s Capital Improvement Program, is
expected to be completed before
the end of the year.
Ayres Associates, an architectural and engineering services
firm based in Waukesha, handled the design elements.
The splash pad includes a
variety of vortexes, including
geysers, fountains, sprayers,
towers and jellies.
A walkway, complete with
a bike rack and several park
benches, begins at 87th Place
and circles the play area.
The pavilion is connected by
an adjoining walkway and is
large enough to cover multiple

picnic tables.
A majority of the park’s existing playground equipment will
remain.

Simmons Island Beach
House
A restoration project at the
Simmons Island Beach House,
5001 Simmons Island Road, is
expected to be completed next
spring, according to city development specialist Mike Maki.
The City Council approved
an order to allocate an additional $2,320 in funds, all within
budget, for trim work on new
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In this photo from September, a construction worker boards up
an entryway as exterior renovations get underway on the historic Simmons Island Beach House. Work on the beach house
See CITY, Page A6 is expected to continue into 2020.

Bjorn to be honored
with city street sign
BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI

KENOSHA NEWS PHOTO BY SEAN KRAJACIC

All in a day’s work
U.S. Rep. Bryan Steil, R-Wis., center, learns about
the business from Savanah Grayson, right, and Anthony Perrine at Lou Perrine’s on Wednesday. Steil
worked behind the counter at the gas station and

convenience store, 5145 Sheridan Road, as part of a
National Association of Convenience Stores outreach
program designed to connect congressmen with the
issues and concerns facing small business owners.

Man charged after dog dies in overheated car
BY DENEEN SMITH

dsmith@kenoshanews.com
A Joliet, Ill., man is facing a felony charge after leaving a dog to die
of heat stroke in a disabled vehicle
on Interstate 94.
Javier Franco, 34, was charged
Tuesday with mistreatment of an
animal causing death and obstructing police.
Franco is not in custody, and a
warrant was issued for his arrest.
According to the criminal complaint, a Kenosha County Sheriff’s

deputy on patrol stopped to check
on a Nissan Frontier pickup truck
parked on the right shoulder of
southbound I-94 on the afternoon of
Aug. 11.
No one was with the vehicle,
but when the deputy looked in the
window he saw a dog curled up on
the floor. All of the windows and the
sunroof were closed. The temperature was 79 degrees.
The deputy “immediately tried
opening the passenger door, which
was unlocked, to save the dog. Once
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See DOG, Page A6

Bruce Edward Ford,
85, of Somers, died
on Tuesday.
Lois M. Gayhart, 95,
of Kenosha, died on
Tuesday.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Mike Bjorn is shown with
his wife, Judy. Bjorn,
whose clothing store
has anchored downtown
Kenosha since 1981.
things weren’t looking
good there,” Michalski
said. “It was his faith in
the district and downtown shopping area that
made him open up his fine
clothing emporium and
museum and move it onto
Sixth Avenue. He made
downtown a destination
it otherwise may not have
been.”
A lifelong Kenoshan,
Mike worked at Crystal’s
Menswear and Mader’s
Men’s Shop and taught art
at St. Joseph High School
before opening the store
in 1981.
His store reflects his artistic talent; it is as much
a tourist attraction for its
décor as it is for its huge
selection of both formal
and off-the-wall attire.
The Bjorn name has a
long history in Kenosha;
Mike Bjorn’s great-greatgreat-uncle John Bjorn
See BJORN, Page A6
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the door was open, a huge gush of
hot air hit (the deputy) from inside,
as well as the strong odor of wet
dog.”
The dog, named Ares, was already
dead. According to the complaint,
the dog was wearing a harness
and appeared to have been leashed
around the center console and seat
belt buckle lash in a way that he
would not have been able to be seen
through the windows.

jzampanti@kenoshanews.com
The unofficial “mayor
of downtown” will get his
due soon.
A resolution to subname Sixth Avenue from
56th Street to 57th Street
as “Mike Bjorn Way”
received unanimous approval from the Kenosha
City Council Monday.
Bjorn, 72, died May 30.
The likable businessman
owned Mike Bjorn’s Fine
Clothing & Museum,
5614 Sixth Ave., and was
considered an instrumental part of downtown’s
economic development.
“He was the mayor of
downtown,” said Ald.
Dominic Ruffalo, who
served as the principal
sponsor of the resolution.
“It’s an honor for me to
put this forward.”
Ald. Anthony Kennedy,
who has a vast collection
of Mike Bjorn ties, socks
and suspenders, also
expressed strong support
of the resolution.
“When we talk about
people who helped build
this community, people
who have character in
this community, I think
Mike Bjorn hits both of
those things,” Kennedy
said.
“I am honored to support ‘Mike Bjorn Way.’ I
wish I had paid attention
to my agenda so I could’ve
worn one of my more
flamboyant Mike Bjorn
ties.”
Ald. Jan Michalski said
Bjorn was more than just
an eccentric businessman.
“He was a ray of hope
for downtown when

Lois Gainous, 85,
of Kenosha, died on
Friday.
For a complete listing
of obituaries, see
Page A4.
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subscribers, including
Alan Wojtach
of Twin Lakes.
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In-Home Care That Lets You Age in Place
Society's Assets is a local nonprofit that, since 1974, helps individuals of all ages with
disabilities. Together we create a care plan to maintain your independence and safety at home.
uPersonal Care, Respite, Fall Prevention, Dementia Care
uHousekeeping, Shopping, Appointments, Meal Prep
uMedication Management, Wound and Catheter Care, Disease Education
uHome Modification Assessments and Accessibility Solutions
uOffices in Racine, Kenosha, Elkhorn (Serving Southeastern Wisconsin)
Call for information, referrals, or to arrange a FREE assessment.

(800) 378-9128

www.societysassets.org

