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The Fox River is 
expected to crest at 14 
feet by 1 p.m. Saturday, a 
foot lower than initially 
forecast by the National 
Weather Service.

“That’s a big deal,” 
Salem Lakes Administra-
tor Mike Murdock said. 
“Fourteen feet is unnerv-
ing, but 15 feet can be 
devastating.”

Murdock, who is also 
the village highway super-
intendent, said the high-
way department was busy 
Friday putting up road 
barricades and high-water 
signs.

It also delivered sand 
and bags to key locations 
in case residents need 
them over the weekend.

Riverside Drive north of 
Oak Street and Shorewood 
Drive south of 79th Street 
were closed Friday due to 
fl oodwaters.

South Riverside Drive, 
an area with no homes, is 
also impassable, Murdock 
said.

“I don’t know of any 
homes that have yet to be 
affected,” Murdock said.

Dump trucks delivered 
piles of sand and bags to 
the intersection of River-
side Drive and Oak Street, 
and the intersection of 
Shorewood Drive and 76th 
Street, for residents to use 
if need be.

Sandbags are also avail-
able at the Old Highway 
Department building at 
123 N. Water St. in Silver 
Lake, Murdock said.

Images of the Fox River 
raging over the dam in 
Burlington, engulfing 
the fishing pier at Echo 
Park, had some Kenosha 
County residents con-
cerned.

“If it’s that bad there, 
it’s always worse here,” 
a resident who lives near 
Shorewood Drive said.

By 4 p.m. Friday, the 
river had reached 13.35 
feet in New Munster. 
According to the National 
Weather Service, fl ood-
waters enter the lower 
levels of some homes 
along Riverside Drive 
and Shorewood Drive at 
13.78 feet and there is a 20 
percent chance of the river 
reaching this level in any 
given year.

Purchase program
Many homes that were 

affected during mild 
to moderate Fox River 
fl ooding events have 
been purchased through 
the Fox River Mitigation 
Program, initiated in 1994. 
Homes within the 100-year 

fl oodplain are demolished 
and turned into green 
space under the program.

“The fl ooding has to get 
fairly high now because 
so many homes have been 
purchased,” Andy Bue-
hler, director of planning 
and development for the 
county, said.

For example, the fl ood 
in July 2017 would have 
affected more than 100 
more homes had they not 
been purchased through 
the program, Buehler 
said.

It was announced at the 
Salem Lakes Village Board 
meeting earlier this week 

that the village’s new 
fl oodplain ordinance was 
approved by the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency, which makes 
homes in the merged 
territory eligible for the 
federal fl oodplain insur-
ance program.

Buehler said federal 

grant money tied to the 
fl ood in 2017 could now 
become available to help 
purchase homes in Salem 
Lakes as a result.

For more information 
about the fl ood mitigation 
buyout program, call 
Kenosha County Housing 
Authority, 262-857-1843.

Fox River fl ooding to crest today
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The water of the Fox River reached a few homes along 314th Avenue in Salem on Thursday.
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When medical crews 
were working to save 
Master Chief Petty Offi cer 
Raina Hockenberry’s life 
after she was shot fi ve 
times while serving in 
Afghanistan, she heard 
a doctor evaluating her 
shattered leg pronounce 
“unlikely to return to the 
fi eld.”

In the aftermath, she 
thought, “I’ll show you.”

Hockenberry, 40, who 
visited with veterans 
Friday at the Heroes 
Cafe at Festival Foods in 
Kenosha, did return to the 
fi eld.

She is stationed in Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii, serving 
on the USS Port Royal, a 
missile cruiser.

She also competes 
in Wounded Warrior 
adaptive sports, and last 
year represented the Navy 
at the Invictus Games in 
Australia.

Every Friday, the He-
roes Cafe offers a chance 
for local veterans to get 
together for coffee and 
fellowship. The space 

was packed with veterans 
Friday morning, most 
of them regulars, most 
elderly, many wearing 
baseball caps emblazoned 
with their branch of ser-
vice. Veterans stopped to 
chat with Hockenberry or 
have their pictures taken 
with her.

Hockenberry, who grew 
up as part of a military 
family, said the service of 
many older veterans was 
not appreciated when they 
fought in confl icts like 
Vietnam.

“When I came home I 
was treated like a hero 
— I’m not — but that is be-
cause of what these guys 
went through,” she said.

Attack in Afghanistan
She was wounded on 

Aug. 5, 2014, as part of 
a group accompanying 
Army Maj. Gen. Harold 
Greene, the deputy com-
mander of Combined Secu-
rity Transition Command 
Afghanistan, to a training 
facility for the Afghan 

Wounded warrior with 

local ties beats the odds 
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Raina Hockenberry

If you go

What: St. Patrick’s Day dance

When: 7 to 10:30 p.m. Saturday

Where: Moose Lodge, 3003 30th Ave.

Why: To raise money for the Southern Wisconsin 
All Airborne Chapter of the 82nd Airborne Division, 
which donates money to severely wounded soldiers.

Cost: $10.

Tickets: Available at Fec’s Place, 5523 Sixth Ave., 
or by calling Nick Pulera at 262-620-4301 or Gary 
Jeffson at 262-620-8150.

Also: Music will be provided by the Chevelles. There 
will be silent auctions, raffl es and a dance and dress 
contest. Refreshments and food provided by Eric’s 
Fine Foods will be available for purchase.

Advice B6
Classifi eds                                  D4-6
Comics B4
Entertainment D3
Faith D1,4
Local                          Sec. A,B1
Lottery A2

Nation/World  B5
Opinion B2
Puzzles C5
Region B3
Sports C1-4
Stocks  B3
TV/Weather B6

BY DAVE FIDLIN

KENOSHA NEWS
CORRESPONDENT

MOUNT PLEASANT 
— As he announced the 
availability of a federal 
program within his offi ce 
for military personnel, 
U.S. Rep. Bryan Steil used 

the word 
“liaison” 
on multiple 
occasions.

Steil, R-
Janesville, 
on Friday 
announced a 
two-year fel-
low program 
he dubbed 
Wounded 

Warrior. The backdrop 
of his announcement was 
the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 10301, within 
Angry Bros. Pub in Mount 
Pleasant.

The goal of Wounded 
Warrior, Steil said, is to 
appoint an honorably 
discharged member of 
the military to work in a 
full-time, paid fellowship 
over the course of the next 
several years.

The appointee, Steil 
said, will bring issues 
concerning the more than 
45,000 veterans in Kenosha, 

Racine, Janesville and 
other communities across 
Wisconsin’s First Congres-
sional District to his offi ce.

“I always need someone 
who’s the eyes and ears on 
the ground,” Steil said of 
the rationale behind the 
program.

The appointee, Steil 
said, will oversee a num-
ber of tasks, including 
outreach to the veterans 
community and serving as 
a point of contact to local, 
state and federal agencies. 
The person selected to the 
post also will also offer 
as-needed assistance in 
accessing the services 
rendered through the Vet-
erans Administration.

Federal funds will 
cover the cost of the posi-
tion, Steil said. The pro-
gram is made available 
as a means of employing 
a wounded or disabled 
veteran within the U.S. 
House of Representatives.

Interested applicants 
can begin applying 
immediately, Steil said, 
through the USA Jobs 
portal. There is no fi rm 
timetable for when the 
appointee will be named 

Steil unveils new 

program to aid 

district veterans

Bryan
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