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Details, B6

DEATHS
Margaret Krummel, 94, of 
Kenosha, died on Monday.
Robert Cutler, 99, of Union 
Grove, died on Sunday.
Joyce M. Gaudio, 93, of 
Kenosha, died on Sunday.

Frederick Dana Oaddams, 
59, of Pleasant Prairie, 
died on Saturday.
Maria Sebena, 49, of Ke-
nosha, died on Friday.
Krystyna A. Bujas, 79, 

of Kenosha, died on 
Thursday.
Marjorie J. “Marge” Tyler, 
88, of Racine, has died.
For a complete listing of 
obituaries, see Page A4.
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Kenosha 
man arrested 
after chase A5D1

Packers sign Bears safety, three other free agents — C1 
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Free Registration
Field Trips 

twice a 
week! 

9191 80th Street
Pleasant Prairie, WI 
Located behind Costco 
- next to St. Anne’s extendedlovechildcare.com 

K
N
-1
2
8
3
9
6
1
-1

'18

BY TERRY FLORES

tfl ores@kenoshanews.com

The Kenosha Unifi ed 
School Board selected a 
new insurance carrier 
for its employees, includ-
ing teachers, Tuesday 
night, dropping long-time 
provider WEA Trust and 
drawing the ire of many in 
attendance.

The board voted 6-0 in 
selecting UnitedHealth-
care’s Wisconsin Filed 
provider and selected a 
fully-insured high de-
ductible plan with annual 
deductibles of $1,500 or 
$3,000 for single or family 
coverage, respectively. 
The plan would includes 

an option for employer 
funding of $750 for single 
and $1,500 family toward a 
health savings account.

Currently, district 
employees pay $250, $500 
or $750 deductibles for 
single coverage, and $500, 
$1000 or $1,500 for families, 
depending on employee 
classifi cation.

Voting in favor of the 
new health care plan were 
board members Todd 
Battle, Tom Duncan, Tony 
Garcia, Gary Kunich, Re-
becca Stevens and Board 
President Dan Wade.

School Board member 
Mary Modder abstained 
from voting due to confl ict 

of interest. Modder, a 
retired Unifi ed teacher, 
said she had the same in-
surance benefi ts afforded 
district employees and 
elected to abstain.

Since the fall, admin-
istration and the School 
Board have been meeting 
along with consultants 
from Hays Companies, 
a Milwaukee-based fi rm 
that evaluates benefi ts, 
as Unifi ed faced a 17.1 
percent increase to health 
insurance premium costs 
from current WEA Trust 
when the contract with the 
provider expires in June.

Under the current pro-
vider contract, Unifi ed’s 

premiums are just over 
$60.1 million and were 
projected to increase to 
more than $70.4 million 
upon renewal. The dis-
trict’s total contribution 
amounts to $50.5 million 
toward premiums, with 
employee’s paying total 
$9.6 million under WEA 
Trust, according to consul-
tant analysis.

Under the UHC Wis-
consin Filed plan voted 
on by the board, total 
annual premiums would 
amount to just under $41.8 
million, with an estimated 
district contribution of 
$37.2 million and total 
employee contributions 

at just under $4.6 million. 
The district looks to save 
more than $18.3 million, or 
30.6 percent on health care 
costs this year.

According to Tarik 
Hamdan, the district’s 
chief fi nancial offi cer, the 
district is already facing 
a $5.4 million structural 
defi cit.

The board’s decision 
to sever its more than 30-
year relationship with the 
trust did not sit well with 
members of the Kenosha 
Education Association, 
many of them long-time 
teachers who showed up 
by the dozens and who 
have sacrifi ced pay in-

creases for insurance that 
has helped them through 
medical emergencies.

Jill Jensen, KEA presi-
dent said the only reason 
that many of the teachers 
in the district have elected 
to stay is because of the 
high quality health insur-
ance provided by WEA 
Trust, she said.

“There is only so much 
more that can be taken 
away before it reaches a 
tipping point,” she said.

Teacher Justine Ham-
melev-Jones reminded the 
board that teachers have a 
“right to exceptional care” 
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PADDOCK LAKE — As she spoke 
to a crowd of about 50 parents, Sandi 
Lybert was armed with a bounty of 
props.

Lybert, who runs the Oconomo-
woc-based organization Your Choice 
to Live Inc., gave a talk, “Wake Up 
Call,” to attendees on Tuesday at 
Westosha Central High School.

The Lybert family founded 
Your Choice several years ago as a 
response to the dangers heroin and 
other highly addictive drugs play 
in today’s culture. Sandi Lybert has 
been traveling to schools across 
the region sharing the seemingly 
unthinkable places drugs are being 
stashed away — including in teen-
agers’ bedrooms.

Lybert speaks from experience. 

Her son, Tyler Lybert, is a recov-
ering heroin addict. He has spoken 
openly of his addiction and what 
lengths he went toward to feed his 
constant craving for the next high.

In the years he was using heroin, 
Tyler embarked on unorthodox 
methods to conceal his stash of 
drugs, and Sandi adamantly points 
out it occurred without her or her 
husband knowing it was taking 
place.

“I never thought it would affect 
our family,” Sandi said of drug ad-
diction. “It almost destroyed every 
single part of our lives.”

Your Choice has a number of edu-
cational components to it, including 
an interactive element that gives 
parents an opportunity to peer into 
a makeshift teenager’s bedroom to 
spot the seemingly innocent items 

that could be used to stash away 
drugs.

Needles, burnt or bent spoons, 
rolled up dollar bills, pen cartridges, 
razor blades and tin foil are a small 
sample of the many items Sandi said 
parents should be on the watch for 
as they comb through their child’s 
room.

Your Choice has created a hand-
book, which was distributed at the 
event, to give parents a glimpse into 
some of the techniques teenagers 
have been using to hide drugs in 
their bedrooms.

“You have the right to your 
child’s room,” Sandi said. “Unless 
they pay the mortgage, they don’t 
have the right to tell you ‘no.’”

As she refl ected on some of the 

BY JILL TATGE-ROZELL

jrozell@kenoshanews.com

STURTEVANT — Som-
ers and Mount Pleasant 
residents who live near 
the Foxconn campus 
asked the Racine County 
Board Tuesday to recon-
sider the scope of a plan to 
expand Highway KR.

“Foxconn has stopped 
building,” Penny Jo-
hansen, of Somers, who 
lives at the intersection 
of highways KR and EA, 
said. “They are re-evaluat-
ing their plan. I am asking 
you to do the same.”

Nearly 100 residents, 
most whom are directly 
impacted by the plant 
to widen Highway KR, 
attended the meeting. A 
resolution “authorizing 
relocation and acquisi-
tion of right-of-way for a 
highway project” was on 
the agenda.

Prior to a citizen 
comment session with 
a 45-minute time limit, 
County Board chairman 
Russell Clark said the res-
olution would be referred 
back to the public works 
and executive committees 
“for some more work.”

Comments were limited 
to three minutes, which 
allowed for a maximum of 
15 people to speak. Clark 
reminded the audience it 
was “not a sporting event” 
and there would be no 
cheering.

“We want to get the 
information from you 
that is important for us to 
know,” Clark said.

Somers resident Esther 
Roberts, who passed out 
170 fl yers in an effort to 

let people know about the 
meeting, said neighbors 
from both counties are 
working together to get 
their opinions heard.

“Slow this decision 
down,” Roberts told offi -
cials. “Please look at less 
impactful alternatives.”

DOT’s preferred 

project
The preferred project 

presented by the state 
Department of Transpor-
tation last week requires 
the purchase of 68.9 acres 
of new right-of-way, 
affects 14 farms and re-
quires the purchase of fi ve 
homes. A total of 2.7-acres 
of fl oodplain and 7.44 
acres of wetlands will also 
be affected.

Several acknowledged 
the need for the high-
way to be upgraded, but 
questioned the scope and 
the validity of the traffi c 
count it is based on.

“I feel it is an enor-
mous waste of taxpayer 
money,” Somers resident 
Kathy Deverney said. “I, 
too, question the validity 
of this study. There has 
to be a better, less costly 
solution.”

The DOT’s preferred 
alternative includes:

 ■ Widening High-
way KR into a four-lane 
divided highway with 
two 12-foot travel lanes in 
each direction, divided by 
a median.

 ■ Intersection improve-
ments at Highway 31 and 
Old Green Bay Road.

Residents take KR 

expansion worries 

to Racine County 

Board meeting

A wake up call
Mother of  once-addicted teen 

shares chilling details of  drug, alcohol abuse

KENOSHA NEWS PHOTO BY SEAN KRAJACIC

Snady Lybert shows a hair brush that is made to conceal items in the handle during the Wake Up Call 
program at Central High School on Tuesday.

See WAKE UP, Page A5 See HWY. KR, Page A5

Unifi ed drops WEA insurance

See INSURANCE, Page A5

KN-1283981-1

Challenge Unlimited is currently hiring individuals with disabilities to work as 

Grounds Laborers at the Great Lakes Naval Base.

If interested, please apply online at jobscu.org

$13.50/Hour + Federal Benefits 
Monday – Friday, 6 a.m. – 3 p.m.  

(+ occasional overtime)
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