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The Kenosha News

is grateful for its 

subscribers, including 

Lawrence Ziemba

of Kenosha.
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Details, B4

DEATHS
Cornelia C. Andersen, 
95, of Kenosha, died 
Sunday.

Edwin L. Holst Sr., 75, 
died Thursday, March 14.

Helen Mattox, 86, died 
Wednesday.

James Oster, 89, of Ha-
zelhurst, died Sunday.

Timothy Edward Ronzia, 

56, died Wednesday.

Clair Therese Skau died 
Monday.

For a complete list of 
obituaries, see Page A4.
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BY JILL TATGE-ROZELL
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Kenosha County supervisor Dennis 
Elverman said this week he is “a little bit 
confl icted” over the scope of the Highway KR 
expansion plan.

Foxconn announced earlier this week the 
next phase of factory construction will begin 
this summer and it will begin production of 
Generation LCD screens in 2020. But, it is not 
what was originally proposed.

It was that original plan that determined, 
in large part, the scope of the Highway KR 
expansion plans, Elverman said.

Foxconn concerns
“Most of this was driven by Foxconn. The 

people’s concerns, I think, are warranted,” 
Elverman said of the opinions 
residents who live along High-
way KR have been sharing with 
the Kenosha and Racine county 
boards and state Department of 
Transportation. “No one really 
knows what is going to happen 
with Foxconn.”

County Board Chairman Dan 
Esposito said “no one is going to 
put their head in the sand” when 
it comes to this issue.

Several residents who live along Highway 
KR addressed the County Board Tuesday, say-
ing they wanted to make sure offi cials would 
get the testimony they provided the state DOT.

“Our administration got the information 
late last week,” Esposito said Thursday. “My 
objective is that we are fair and equitable to 
all citizens.”

Elverman, director of the Public Works and 
Facilities Committee, said the committee will 
discuss the Highway KR plans April 1. He said 
he anticipates a report from Highway Director 
Clement Abongwa.

“I truthfully don’t think they (the DOT) 
have a committed plan,” Elverman said. “It is 
still a work in progress.”

Link to information
Abongwa confi rmed Thursday he has access 

to the public hearing testimony. He said he 
will give County Board members a link to the 
information as the fi les are too large to print 
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BY JAMES LAWSON

jlawson@kenoshanews.com

Centrisys Corporation 
founder and Chief Execu-
tive Offi cer Michael Kop-
per and wife Michele Whit-
fi eld donated $2.85 million 
to the Gateway Technical 
College Foundation to 
support scholarships for 
students in engineering 
and manufacturing-related 
programs.

The donation, the 
largest private award 
to Gateway, was made 
during a special ceremony 
Thursday during the 
regular monthly Gateway 
board meeting in the new-
ly-renovated Madrigrano 
Auditorium.

Along with funding 
scholarships, the funds 
will also provide fi nancial 
support to the Gateway 

Promise program, which 
was established to assist 
Gateway-bound high 
school students with 
tuition and fi nancial 
support. A portion of the 
amount, $1.5 million, was 
contributed to establish 
the Kopper Family Fund 
to support the technol-
ogy programs, and $1.35 
million will go to GTC’s 
Promise program.

In addition, GTC will 
honor Kopper with the 
dedication of the Michael 
Kopper Auditorium in 
the newly-renovated S. C. 
Johnson Integrated Man-
ufacturing Engineering & 
Technology Center at the 
Sturtevant campus build-

ing, where engineering 
and advanced manufac-
turing courses are taught. 
The dedication is to come 
in August when the iMET 
construction is completed.

Kopper noted that he 
and his wife started a 
foundation to provide for 
the education and training 
of engineers and technical 
manufacturing specialists 
as part of a plan to develop 
trained employees. Cen-
trisys, a manufacturer 
of decanter centrifuge 
systems that are sold to 
municipalities and other 
organizations globally, is 

Gateway gets a record donation

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Centrisys CEO Michael Kopper, right, and his wife, 
Michele Whitfi eld hold a $2.85 million check with 
Gateway Technical  College President Bryan Al-
brecht, signifying the amount they are donating for 
Gateway programs and scholarships.

Centrisys CEO, wife

donate $2.85 million

See GATEWAY, Page A5
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St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church bells tolled 50 times 
Thursday night coincid-
ing with the victims of the 
mosque shootings in Christ-
church, New Zealand a week 
ago.

Almost as many people — 
many of them members of Ke-
nosha’s Congregations United 
to Serve Humanity — spilled 
onto the lawn while others 
lined the church walkway as 
they stood silently carrying 
candles. They were there 

to stand together with local 
members of the Muslim 
community and to remem-
ber those who died.

Some wiped away tears 
as Fatih Harpci, a Carthage 
College religion professor, 
in Arabic invoked spiritual 
comfort through the Quran 
in verses of the Surah 
Al-Baqarah, which called 
for them to seek help in “pa-
tience” and in “prayer.”

Veronica King, a member 
of CUSH, read from the Bi-
ble’s Book of Lamentations 
that called on them to await 

“quietly” their salvation.
An Islamic supplication 

funeral ritual prayer was 
also read by all those pres-
ent remembering those who 
died.

The vigil was one of hun-
dreds of observances held 
worldwide Thursday night.

The March 15 shootings 
began at 1:40 p.m. at the Al 
Noor Mosque in the Christ-
church suburb of Riccarton 
and continued at 1:55 p.m. at 
the Linwood Islamic Centre. 
There is an 18-hour differ-
ence between New Zealand 

and Kenosha time zones.
A 28-year-old Australian 

man, described in interna-
tional media reports as a 
white supremacist and a 
member of the “alt-right,” 
has since been charged with 
the murders with leaders of 
both countries condemning 
the work as acts of terror-
ism and violence.

The vigil is one of two 
local events being held to 
remember those who were 
killed in the massacre — the 

Local congregations stand together with Islamic 

community against violence, hate
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People bow their heads in prayer during a vigil on Thursday at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church for victims of the 
March 15 New Zealand mosque shootings.

See HIGHWAY KR, Page A5

Kenosha takes part in worldwide vigils

See VIGIL, Page A5
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Challenge Unlimited is currently hiring individuals with disabilities to work as 

Grounds Laborers at the Great Lakes Naval Base.

If interested, please apply online at jobscu.org

$13.50/Hour + Federal Benefits 
Monday – Friday, 6 a.m. – 3 p.m.  

(+ occasional overtime)
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