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Kenosha County’s 

Picnic in the Park a 

big success

A look back at 

Week 1 of high 

school football C1A3

Western Kiwanis Club puts iPads in the hands of local kids — A4
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BY TERRY FLORES

tfl ores@kenoshanews.com

Seymour J. “Sy” Adler’s 
passion was caring for 
people from all walks of 
life, with both a profes-
sional and self-guided 
mission to advocate for 
human and civil rights.

Adler, longtime human 
services director for Ke-
nosha County who retired 
in 2002, died last week. He 
was 88. A service was held 

Friday at West Suburban 
Temple Har Zion in River 
Forest, Ill.

Those who knew Adler, 
a Twin Lakes resident, 
recalled his creativity, 
professionalism, outspo-
ken nature and for “going 
to bat for the underdog” 
as he served with many 
community organizations 
dedicated to helping to 
improve the plight of the 
homeless, the incarcerated 

and others disenfran-
chised.

“He had such a quick 
wit about him and he 

was a great 
human rights 
activist. He 
was all for 
equal rights, 
women’s 
rights. 
Whomever 
the under-
dog was, he 
was there 

for them,” said Adelene 
Greene, retired director 
for the county’s depart-
ment of workforce devel-
opment.

“He had such a strong 

opinion. He was not afraid 
to voice his opinion, 
publicly, privately or 
otherwise,” said Greene 
recalling Alder, who was 
also on the committee that 
interviewed and initially 
hired her as an economic 
support supervisor. “He 
had a great personality. 
But he was fair-minded 
and looked out for other 
people. He looked out for 
people less fortunate and 
was always trying to shed 
light on injustices.”

A ‘driving force’
Adler was hired as the 

county’s human services 

director in 1992 after 
having served as interim 
director. He began his 
career there as a program 
manager in 1985. Previ-
ously, Adler spent 11 years 
as director of Methodist 
Youth Services in Chicago.

A veteran of the Korean 
War in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, Adler began his 
career as an offi cer work-
ing with juveniles with 
the Cook County Sheriff’s 
Police and worked for 
the welfare department, 
according to obituary 
information. He also spent 
a decade as a U.S. proba-
tion and parole offi cer for 
the northern district of 

Illinois before becoming 
a youth guidance director 
and then working in juve-
nile court services in Cook 
County.

Adler was a longtime 
member of the Kenosha 
NAACP and authored a 
state grant for Kenosha to 
study the disproportionate 
confi nement of juvenile 
minorities. He was in-
strumental in advocating 
for equality in Kenosha, 
particularly in minority 
hiring within the county, 
city and school district.

“He was the driving 
force behind some of that. 

BY JAMES LAWSON
jlawson@kenoshanews.com

Members of Kenosha’s Holy 
Assembly Church, featuring 
a superheroes theme, paraded 
through the Uptown-Brass 
neighborhood Saturday to pres-
ent its eighth annual Back to 
School Bash in Lincoln Park.

Sponsored by Holy Assembly 
Church, 2006 60th St., the event 
also brought the neighborhood 
together to serve as volunteers 
on a sunny summer day in the 
park.

Led by Great Lakes Naval 
Base Color Guard congrega-
tion members, supporters and 
volunteers, who wore Avengers 
costumes, took to the streets. 
They gathered residents to the 
free event that featured food, 
games, prizes, a bounce house, 
free backpacks and school 
supplies.

The parade started a 11 a.m. 

at the former Pick ‘n Save 
supermarket behind Brass 
Elementary School. The school 
supplies were presented at 
1 p.m. while the other activities 
lasted through much of the day, 
ending at 4 p.m.

Pastor Juliette Hicks said 
they expected to give away 
between 300 to 400 backpacks.

The backpacks also included 
gift certifi cates for food and des-
serts from McDonald’s, Culver’s 
and several other partners.

Hicks said it was a perfect 
day to bring people to the park. 
She was joined by the Rev. 
Marie Rivers and the Rev. Ben 
Williams, who prepared food 
and organized events.

The event also featured 
gospel concerts with several 
performers, including Mel 
Campbell, Valerie Campbell 
and the musical group Those 
Funny Little People.

BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI

jzampanti@kenoshanews.com

W
hen Dr. Selahattin Kurter 
searched for a community to 
open a new clinic for men-

tal health and addiction treatment, 
the Milwaukee native made sure he 
chose a location in dire need of those 
services.

Kenosha was the easy choice.
Focused on offering patients a 

personalized treatment plan including 
medication management, 
therapy and holistic 
methods, Kurter recently 
opened West Grove 
Clinic, 1400 75th St. The 
clinic, which accepts 
all major health insur-
ances and state health 
insurance, offers sub-
stance abuse medication 
assisted treatment 
with Suboxone 
and Vivitrol and a 
focused intensive 
outpatient treat-
ment program.

Kurter, board 
certifi ed in psychi-
atry and addiction 
medicine, recently 
spoke to the News about Kenosha’s 
newest clinic, the nation’s opioid crisis 
and his unique path to medicine.

Q: What makes West Grove 
Clinic unique?

A: What makes us unique is we offer 
both mental health and addiction ser-
vices. Some places just offer addiction 
services. Some places just offer mental 
health. We’re very comprehensive 
because we know that, of patients who 
suffer from addiction, 70 percent of 
them have underlying mental health 
problems. The best way to treat them 
is with a comprehensive approach.

Q: Is this an underserved area in 
the medical fi eld?

A: It’s very underserved. I looked 
up the statistics (from the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Ad-
ministration) and I found out, which 
was news to me, that Kenosha is the 
most underserved city per capita (in 
Wisconsin) for the amount of addic-
tion problems that they deal with. You 
would think maybe somewhere up 
north would be worse. No. It was Ke-
nosha because of the reduced number 
of providers and the high need. One of 
our provider’s family is from Kenosha 
and we talked about the dire need and 

‘I felt like 
I needed to 

do more’
Kenosha’s new clinician 

offers both mental health, 

addiction services

Selahattin

Kurter

snapshot.

See SNAPSHOT, Page A5

Adler recalled as social advocate

Church serves up Back to School Bash

KENOSHA NEWS PHOTO BY BRIAN PASSINO

Kids shoot hoops at the Back to School Bash hosted by Holy 
Assembly Church at Lincoln Park on Saturday. The event in-
cluded a backpack giveaway, games and entertainment.

KENOSHA NEWS PHOTO BY SEAN KRAJACIC

Going back to school in style
Leon Schultz, 5, smiles as he gets a hair cut from Nikki Erickson during a back to school event for foster kids at Salon 
Professional Academy on Sunday. A number of schoolchildren received free haircuts at the event.

Event featured superhero-themed 

parade, food, games in Lincoln Park

Former county offi cial 

was human rights activist

Sy

Adler

See ADLER, Page A5
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