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of Burlington.
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Cloudy, an evening shower

DEATHS
Franklin G. Schaefer, 83, of 
Kenosha, died Saturday.
Paul H. Bahr, 53, of Kenosha, 
died Friday.
Tilda A. Drewel, 83, of Ke-
nosha, died Friday.
Alberta “Bertie” Hernandez, 
47, of Kenosha, died Friday.
John P. Markin, 61, of Ke-
nosha, died Friday.
Shellie Lurquin, 52, of Ke-
nosha, died Thursday.
Michelle L. Van Vleet, 55, of 
Kenosha, died Thursday.
Harold B. “Buzzy” Addison, 
79, of Kenosha, died Wednes-
day.
Thomas Ceschin, 63, of Ke-
nosha, died Wednesday.

Carolyn J. Hernandez, 73, of 
Kenosha, died Wednesday.
Robert L. Raymaker, 77, of 
Kenosha, died Wednesday.
Patricia “Putzie” Weed, 72, of 
Kenosha, died Wednesday.
Melissa Olsen, 50, of Ke-
nosha, died Tuesday.
Gerald H. “Jerry” Wienkers, 
75, of Kenosha, died Tuesday.
Jeffrey Cummings, 57, of 
Kenosha, died May 5.
Michael L. “Senior” Kozak, 
66, of Kenosha, died May 3.
Richard “Dick” Dunnum, 83, 
of Kenosha, died May 1.
The Rev. Paul D. Price, 82, of 
Springfi eld, Ohio, died April 27.

Pages C6, 7

MAY 12, 2019

12512512512512512511251125125125125125112512512512511251251125125125125125252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525
1894-2019

ANNIVERSARY

th

© 2019 Kenosha News, a publication of Lee Enterprises

BY DAVID WALTER
dwalter@kenoshanews.com

Kenosha will receive $8 
million from the Department 
of Transportation to extend the 
runway at Kenosha Regional 
Airport.

First District U.S. Rep. Bryan 
Steil, R-Wis., confi rmed that 
the grant money will come to 
Kenosha through the DOT’s Air-
port Improvement Program.

“This is great news for Ke-
nosha,” Steil said in a statement. 
“The Kenosha Regional Airport 
plays an important role in ex-
panding workforce development 
opportunities in our area.

“New funding for the airport’s 
runway will enhance current 
aviation capabilities. As our 
Kenosha community continues 
to grow, an improved airport 
will help attract investment and 
jobs.”

Plans approved last fall by the 
Wisconsin DOT include:

 ■ Lengthening the runway 
from just under 5,500 feet to 6,600 
feet.

 ■ Extending the parallel taxi-

way accordingly to access the 
extension.

 ■ Rebuilding and strength-
ening the runway to better ac-
commodate current and future 
corporate and general aviation 
traffi c.

 ■ Acquiring property “to pro-

tect and control” the extended 
runway airspace and protection 
zone, as well as removal of trees 
and obstructions to provide 
clear approach procedures at 
both runway ends.

 ■ Creating “dry ponds” and 
making other improvements to 

control stormwater runoff.
 ■ Making other improve-

ments to meet Federal Aviation 
Administration standards.

Kenosha Mayor John Anta-
ramian said the announcement 
is good news for the airport, 
noting that the project has been 
in the works for a number of 
years.

“This has been going on for 
the last 10 years or so,” he said. 
“A lot of these projects take a 
long time to get in the queue. We 
anticipated them moving in the 
last couple of years. It’s exciting 
that it’s happening now.”

Not for bigger planes
Antaramian said the runway 

is needed as a safety precaution.
“This is not to accommodate 

bigger aircraft,” he said. “This 
will enable aircraft to take 
off and land more safely than 
before.”

He said aircraft sometimes 
need a longer runway due to the 
weight of the fuel they carry, 
especially on hot days.

“With the way the weather 

can be, the length of the runway 
is a concern,” he said. “This will 
make the airport more safe and 
allow jets to take off with more 
gas. This will support the things 
we presently do at the airport.”

“In the summertime, during 
times of high heat and humidity, 
when the air is less dense, you 
need a longer runway to create 
lift when the aircraft is fully 
loaded,” airport manager Corey 
Reed told the Kenosha News in 
September.

“And, in winter, when the 
runways are compromised with 
ice and snow, you need more dis-
tance to stop — especially when 
you come in fully loaded.”

Antaramian said land will 
need to be acquired for the proj-
ect but noted that acquisition 
has been part of the airport’s 
conceptual plan “from the begin-
ning.”

Construction isn’t likely to be-
gin anytime soon, Antaramian 
said.

“This isn’t happening this 
year. It will get started some 
time next year,” he said, noting 
that design work is needed fi rst.

BY DENEEN SMITH
dsmith@kenoshanews.com

Kenosha Police Offi cer 
Tyler Cochran was patrol-
ing on the lakefront on an 
unseasonably warm day in 
April 2010 when he noticed 
a group of kids jumping 
from the North Pier.

“My plan was to go 
down there and tell them 
to stop,” remembered 
Cochran, who at that time 
was also working at Mc-
Kinley Middle School.

Just after noticing the 
kids on the pier across 
the harbor, he said, police 
received a 911 call about 
a water emergency at the 
North Pier. Cochran raced 
to the scene.

As he ran down the 
pier, he saw the kids at 
the scene he knew from 
McKinley.

“They were yelling ‘Offi -
cer Tyler save her! Offi cer 
Tyler save her,” Cochran 
said.

He looked into the 

choppy waves and saw no 
sign of the girl.

“I knew there was noth-
ing I could do,” he said. 
“About an hour later, (the 
fi re department) pulled 
her body out of the water.”

Cochran said the girl 
who died was also a 
student he knew from the 
school. He was the one 

who told her friends and 
family she had died.

Nine years later, he 
said, the girl’s death still 
affects him.

“Becoming a police offi -
cer, I prepared myself for 
everything in this job, but 
you can’t prepare yourself 
for it being someone that 
you know,” he said.

Cochran is now a safety 
offi cer with the Kenosha 
Police Department — 
better known as Offi cer 
Friendly to school kids. 
When he was approached 
last year about being 
part of the Safety Around 
Water Coalition organized 
by the Kenosha YMCA, he 
jumped at the chance.

A push for safety
Saturday was the 

culmination of a week of 
water safety events orga-
nized by the coalition in 
partnership with the city, 
Kenosha Unifi ed School 
District and the local po-
lice and fi re departments.

The week included 
presentations about water 
safety by David Benjamin 
from the Great Lakes Surf 
Rescue Project at Unifi ed 
high schools and middle 
schools. A water safety 
video created by Cochran 

City gets $8M for airport upgrade

CITY OF KENOSHA PHOTO

This aerial shot shows the Kenosha Regional Airport primary 
and secondary runways. The primary runway is planned for re-
construction and extension under a project to enhance safety, 

Water safety program aims to save lives

PHOTOS BY PAUL WILLIAMS

Offi cer Steve Winter tosses a rescue device to a “victim” in the water during a dive team demonstration, 
which was part of Saturday’s “Safety Around Water” event at the Kenosha Harbor.

Brayen Harrell found another use for a life ring dur-
ing Saturday’s “Safety Around Water” event at the 
Kenosha Harbor.
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BY TERRY FLORES
tfl ores@kenoshanews.com

The auditorium at 
Reuther High School will 
have a new name soon, 
celebrating the man who 
orchestrated the success 
of Kenosha Unifi ed’s mu-
sic program.

The Ralph J. Houghton 
Performance Center will 
be dedicated Saturday 
during a brief ceremony 
followed by a free concert 
featuring The Golden 
Strings, the Madrigal 
Singers, the Kenosha 
Alumni Band and the 
Tremper Wind Ensemble.

During the program, 
a portrait by the late Ke-
nosha artist George Pol-
lard depicting Houghton 
— known as Kenosha’s 

beloved “Music Man” — 
will be hung in the foyer 
of the auditorium, along 
with a plaque, said David 
Houghton, one of Hough-
ton’s son.

“I think if my dad was 
here, he would say, ‘This 
is the way to do it; present 
the music,’” he said.

The event is being coor-
dinated through Hough-
ton’s grandsons — John 

Readers weigh in on 
the impact the KUSD 
music program has had 
in their lives in today’s 
Forum section, begin-
ning on Page C1.

Auditorium to be 

renamed for Kenosha’s 

Music Man 
Ralph J. Houghton Performance 

Center event to be held Saturday

See MUSIC, Page A7

See WATER, Page A7

Free Registration

Field Trips twice a week! 
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Super Fun Summer 
Activities SUMMER

CAMP
 4k to 5th grade

9191 80th Street Pleasant Prairie, WI 
Located behind Costco - next to St. Anne’s  | www.extendedlovechildcare.com KN-1285721-1

Voted Kenosha‛s BEST Childcare Center 2018!

http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=D6&uuid=14cfb892-a720-5b3f-bcd0-e28a25a79a77
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=14cfb892-a720-5b3f-bcd0-e28a25a79a77
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=D1&uuid=14cfb892-a720-5b3f-bcd0-e28a25a79a77
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=14cfb892-a720-5b3f-bcd0-e28a25a79a77
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=D6&uuid=14cfb892-a720-5b3f-bcd0-e28a25a79a77
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=14cfb892-a720-5b3f-bcd0-e28a25a79a77
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C2&uuid=14cfb892-a720-5b3f-bcd0-e28a25a79a77
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=D5&uuid=14cfb892-a720-5b3f-bcd0-e28a25a79a77
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C5&uuid=14cfb892-a720-5b3f-bcd0-e28a25a79a77
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=D6&uuid=14cfb892-a720-5b3f-bcd0-e28a25a79a77
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=14cfb892-a720-5b3f-bcd0-e28a25a79a77
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=14cfb892-a720-5b3f-bcd0-e28a25a79a77

