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Details, B4

DEATHS
Jeanette Koehne, 97, of 
Kenosha, died on Wednes-
day.
Sandra A. Kotz, 76, of Ke-
nosha, died on Monday.
Doreen M.A. Muhlock, 81, 

of Buffalo, Minn., formerly 
of Kenosha, died on Mon-
day.
JoAnne Divina Lorenzo, 
73, of Casselberry, Fla., 
formerly of Kenosha, died 

on Saturday.
For a complete listing of 
obituaries, see Page A4.
Also:
Robert R. Simonsen, 64, of 
Kenosha, died on Tuesday.
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Libertyfest will be a 

one-day celebration 

in Twin Lakes

Outdoor music fills 
the air around the 

city this summer B1A3

Biden, Sanders among Dems in latest candidate debate — B3
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BY MARK SHERMAN  
and JESSICA GRESKO

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The 
Supreme Court ruled 
Thursday that partisan 
gerrymandering of con-
gressional and legisla-
tive districts is none of 
its business, a decision 
that leaves state officials 
free from federal court 
challenges to their plans 
to shape districts to bla-
tantly help their parties.

The court’s conserva-
tive majority, including 
the two justices appointed 
by President Donald 
Trump, prevailed in a 5-4 
ruling that dealt a huge 
blow to efforts to combat 
the redrawing of district 
lines to benefit a particu-
lar party.

The decision, on 
the last day before the 

justices’ long summer 
break, has no effect on 
racial gerrymandering 
challenges. Courts have 
barred redistricting 
aimed at reducing the 
political representation 
of racial minorities for a 
half-century.

But the outcome brings 
an immediate halt to law-
suits that sought to rein in 
the most partisan district-
ing plans that can result 
when one party controls 
a state’s legislature and 
governor’s office.

In the short term, 

BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI

jzampanti 
@kenoshanews.com

A motion to postpone 
jury selection was denied 
for the alleged drunken 
driver charged in the 
deaths of three members 
of a well-known Kenosha 
family.

Timothy Vandervere, 
40, of Beach Park, Ill., 
appeared in court on 
Wednesday with defense 
attorney Matt Last.

Vandervere is charged 
with three counts of reck-
less homicide for the April 
5 crash that killed Dr. 
Michael Rizzo, 67, Dr. Vin-
cent Rizzo, 76, and Mary 
Rizzo, 67. Gerald Rizzo, 72, 

was seriously injured in 
the incident.

Last asked for addi-
tional time to obtain 
accident reconstruction 
documents and a lesser 
bond amount.

Judge Bruce Schroeder 
denied both requests, 
keeping the case on sched-
ule, with jury selection set 
to take place July 15.

Michael Rizzo was a 
popular family physician 
in Kenosha, while his 
brother Vincent Rizzo 
served the community 
for decades as a local 
dentist. Mary Rizzo was a 
longtime registered nurse 
who also worked at her 
husband Vincent’s dental 

office.
According to the Ke-

nosha County Sheriff’s 
Department, Vandervere 
was driving a 2018 GMC 
pickup truck at an esti-
mated 100 mph when it 
struck the rear of Gerald 
Rizzo’s Jeep Cherokee on 

Highway 50 near 216th 
Avenue in Salem Lakes.

Vandervere’s blood-al-
cohol content was 0.316 
percent — nearly four 
times over the legal limit 
— according to authori-

The U.S. Supreme 

Court didn’t do its job 
Thursday, Democratic 
legislators from Kenosha 
said. Page A5

Gerrymandering none 

of our business: court

See REDISTRICT, Page A5

Judge denies lower 

bond, won’t delay 

trial in fatal crash 
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Timothy Vandervere appears in intake court in this 
photo from April 9. On Wednesday, he was denied a 
lower bond and a delay in his jury trial. He has been 
charged in a crash which claimed the lives of three 
members of Kenosha’s Rizzo family.

See TRIAL, Page A5

BY TERRY FLORES

tflores@kenoshanews.com

RACINE — Less than a day after 
they laid Racine Police Officer John 
Hetland to rest, authorities arrested a 
suspect in Milwaukee for his murder.

Authorities announced the arrest 
Thursday afternoon, but did not re-
lease any details including the sus-
pect’s identity before press time.

A joint press conference instead 
focused on coordination 
of efforts to bring the 
suspect into custody.

Kenosha County Sheriff 
David Beth, whose agency 
led the coordinated effort 
of more than 17 agencies 
and thousands of hours, 
said he had been “pretty 
confident” of an arrest.

“I didn’t know when. 
Today, I do. The suspect is in custody. 
He was picked up in Milwaukee,” Beth 
said. “One thing I can share with you is 
that, as of a while ago he was wearing 
officer Hetland’s handcuffs. That’s how 
he was taken to jail. And that part feels 
good.”

Because of their close connection to 
Hetland, Racine County law enforce-
ment agencies deferred lead investi-
gation to Kenosha County. Beth said 
many agencies’ investigators worked 
14-16 hour days, and even longer.

Beth said state crime lab informa-
tion enabled authorities to apprehend 
the suspect in Milwaukee “and he’s 
safely put away.”

At the conference Racine County 
Sheriff Christopher Schmaling stood 
near hundreds of flowers and letters, 
many from children, surrounding a 
police vehicle in a memorial to Hetland 

that listed his badge number and the 
day his watch ended — June 17, the 
night he was shot and killed at Teezers 
Bar and Grill, 1936 Lathrop Ave.

Hetland was off duty and was killed 

while attempt to stop an armed robbery.
Nearby, beneath the shade of a 

sturdy maple tree, fellow Racine offi-
cers unveiled a poster, Hetland in his 
uniform, that read: “He is our Hero...”

Massive inter-agency effort
Beth said Racine police were among 

‘The suspect is in custody’
Milwaukee arrest 

made in Racine 

officer’s slaying 

KENOSHA NEWS PHOTOS BY BRIAN PASSINO

Samantha Gerger places flowers onto a Racine Police Department squad memorial for Racine Officer John Hetland 
before a press conference in Racine announcing the arrest of a suspect on Thursday.

Kenosha County Sheriff David Beth speaks at the press 
conference Thursday afternoon.

Racine Police officers stand in attendance as the arrest 
of a suspect was announced.

John 

Hetland

See ARREST, Page A5

http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B4&uuid=0beaee26-5235-5f2a-8aa1-c1a2a8366370
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B4&uuid=0beaee26-5235-5f2a-8aa1-c1a2a8366370
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C6&uuid=0beaee26-5235-5f2a-8aa1-c1a2a8366370
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=0beaee26-5235-5f2a-8aa1-c1a2a8366370
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B3&uuid=0beaee26-5235-5f2a-8aa1-c1a2a8366370
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=0beaee26-5235-5f2a-8aa1-c1a2a8366370
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=0beaee26-5235-5f2a-8aa1-c1a2a8366370
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B3&uuid=0beaee26-5235-5f2a-8aa1-c1a2a8366370
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=0beaee26-5235-5f2a-8aa1-c1a2a8366370
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=0beaee26-5235-5f2a-8aa1-c1a2a8366370
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=0beaee26-5235-5f2a-8aa1-c1a2a8366370
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=0beaee26-5235-5f2a-8aa1-c1a2a8366370

