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“I enjoy doing the 
research to play a histori-
cal figure,” Kuzelka said, 
adding that mastering 
Fleming’s Scottish accent 
is trickier than the scenes 
in the observatory.

“I love that this play 
highlights that you can do 
anything you like if you 
have a passion for it,” she 
said. “She had a difficult 
background but was able 
to achieve great things.”

Rounding out the cast 
are the fictional charac-
ters Margaret, Henrietta’s 
sister, and Peter Shaw, 
Henrietta’s colleague and 
potential love interest.

“My character starts 
out very traditional in her 
thinking but is very sup-
portive of Henrietta,” said 
Samantha Feiler, who plays 
Margaret.

Josh Pride, who plays 

Shaw, is the lone male cast 
member working with 
“fantastic actresses,” he 
said. “My character brings 
some levity to the story; 
the love story is just for fun 
and adds another dynamic 
to the show. It’s not just 
about science.” (However, 
Pride does have a back-
ground in science, having 
studied veterinary medi-
cine and physics before 
switching to theater.)

P l ay w r i g h t  L a u re n 
Gunderson created those 
two fictional characters to 
help highlight the strug-
gles of women in science 
at that time, director Sas-
saman said.

Leavitt, an astronomer 
whose discoveries related 
to the luminosity of a class 
of stars known as Cepheid 
variables provided the 
key to measuring the dis-
tance between Earth and 

other galaxies, did all her 
work despite never being 
allowed to use the observa-
tory’s refracting telescope. 
Instead, she and the other 
women studied glass plates 
— photographic images of 
tiny slices of the sky that 
they painstakingly cata-
logued over several years.

Sassaman — who calls 
herself “that rare theater 
person who loves math 

and science” — says she 
“can identify with the love 
of science in this show. If I 
didn’t do theater, I would 
be a geologist.”

Unlike theater that 
relies on what Sassaman 
calls “spectacle,” this 
drama “is a very human 
story that tells the story 
in a magical way that adds 
a fable quality to it,” said 
the UW-Parkside theater 

professor.
This drama explores a 

woman’s place in society 
during a time of immense 
scientific discoveries, 
wh e n  wo m e n ’s  i d ea s 
were dismissed until men 
claimed credit for them.

“From a 21st century, 
perspective, it’s difficult to 
remember all the obstacles 
these women faced,” Sas-
saman said.
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In this scene, Josh Pride, left, and Bailey Johnston argue 
while Rebecca St. Ange, left, and Delaina Kuzelka are seen 
in the background. Cast members share the stage with Bailey Johnston, center, as Henrietta Leavitt in “Silent 

Sky” at UW-Parkside.
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THE SPOTLIGHT IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK
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WE HAVE YOUR TICKET TO A GREAT GIFT!
GENESEETHEATRE.COM • TICKETMASTER: 800-982-2787

THE GENESEE THEATRE • 203 NORTH GENESEE STREET, WAUKEGAN, IL

BOX OFFICE HOURS: TUE–FRI 12 - 6 PM, SAT 10 AM - 4 PM PH: 847-263-6300

"A Horse with No Name" and "Ventura Highway" Acclaimed Comedian and TV Late-Night Host
With Special Guest The Buckinghams

Friday, March 6 8:00 PM Saturday, April 18 8:00 PM

DANIEL TIGER'S NEIGHBORHOOD®LIVE!
Award-Winning Children's Television Series

Saturday, March 28 2:00 PM

ROMEO and JULIET
National Ballet Theatre of Odessa

Saturday, January 18 7:00 PM

RONWHITE
Grammy®–Nominated Stand–Up Comedian

Friday, April 3 8:00 PM

PETER YARROW and
NOEL PAUL STOOKEY

Folk Music Legends of Peter, Paul andMary

Friday, May 1 8:00 PM


