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Children play Nov. 17 on the Dream Playground, which reopened after reconstruction to make 
the fl ooring safe.

Timeline

Oct. 10, 2015 — The Dream 
Playground, Kenosha’s fi rst full 
accessible playground, opens 
in Petzke Park.

March 18 — City offi cials close 
the playground after rubberized 
fl ooring fails safety tests.

April 18 — Aldermen approve 
taking legal action against 
Magill Construction Co. if 
necessary.

June 14 — City agrees to begin 
accepting bids for playground 
repair.

Aug. 1 — City Council ap-
proves $650,000 to Greenfi eld-
based Bluemel’s Maintenance 
Service Inc. to replace fl ooring.

Aug. 10 — Repair work begins.

Aug. 15 — City Council ap-
proves settlement with Magill 
Construction regarding faulty 
fl ooring.

Nov. 17 — Playground re-
opens.
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incremental fi nancing district 
funds and rent collected from 
cellphone towers located on 
public land.

The new fl ooring passed all 
inspections, according to city of-
fi cials, who said it is much more 
“spongy” with more bounce 

than the previous 
material.

“We waited the 
whole summer for 
it to be opened,” 
said Heather 
Kamacho, who 
brought her 2-year-
old son Elijah 
Schambers to the 
park on re-opening 

day on Nov. 17. “This is amaz-
ing. He can fi nally let out some 
of that energy that he’s been 
holding in.”

Mayor John Antaramian 
inherited the problem when he 
took offi ce in April, and prom-
ised Conforti the park would be 
fi xed.

“I can’t be more grateful for 
him. He did everything that he 
said he was going to do. He was 
true to his word,” Conforti said.
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As chairman of the Repub-
lican National Committee, he 
helped usher in the Donald 
Trump era in the 
White House.

Now Reince Prie-
bus, a Somers resi-
dent and Tremper 
High School gradu-
ate, is set to take on 
an even bigger task 
as Trump’s chief of 
staff.

Trump tapped Priebus for 
the high-ranking position soon 
after Trump’s stunning election 
victory on Nov. 8.

Despite having no governing 
experience in Washington, Prie-
bus will help guard access to 
the president-elect, guide policy 
and political decisions, and be 

one of the last people 
Trump consults 
before making major 
decisions.

In mid-December, 
he suggested that 
major changes 
are coming to the 
White House press 
corps. While previ-

ous administrations have had 
daily press briefi ngs, that could 
change.

Meanwhile, the workload 

includes repealing and replac-
ing the Affordable Care Act., 
commonly referred to as Obam-
acare.

“It’s gong to be a busy year 
starting with the fi rst nine 
months of being very much 
consumed through Obamacare 
and tax reform,” Priebus told 
a radio host in mid-December. 
“I think we’re probably going 
to lead with Obamacare, repeal 
and replace it.”

Well-organized
Priebus is seen by those who 

have worked with him as a well-
organized manager with little 

appetite for drama.
“One of the things he’ll bring 

to the White House is an ability 
to work well with people, to be 
inclusive, not to get into intra-
staff squabbles,” said Henry 
Barbour, an RNC member and 

Priebus ally.
Priebus was frequently by 

Trump’s side in the fi nal weeks 
of the campaign. After the 
release of a videotape in which 
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Reince Priebus campaigns for Donald Trump during a Nov. 1 
rally at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. Trump named 
Priebus as his White House chief of staff.
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