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“We have defeated ISIS in Syria,
my only reason for being there
during the Trump Presidency.”
President Donald Trump

Trump pulling
out of Syria
Officials, experts wonder if
Afghanistan might be next

Tiffany Stoiber, Kearney Hub

FIRST-GRADER Parker Jacobsen and his teacher, Danielle Hoffmaster, both smile shortly after Parker selected one of
the “Pig the Pug” books to read in class.

Classroom video chats
Parker Jacobsen’s
first-grade class keeps
in touch after his
open heart surgery

WASHINGTON (AP) — Against the advice of
many in his own administration, President Donald
Trump is pulling U.S. troops out of Syria. Could a
withdrawal from Afghanistan be far behind?
Trump has said his instinct is to quit Afghanistan as
a lost cause, but more recently he’s suggested a willingness to stay in search of peace with the Taliban.
However, the abruptness with which he turned the
page on Syria raises questions about whether combat
partners like Iraq and Afghanistan should feel confident that he will not pull the
plug on them, too.
“If he’s willing to walk away
from Syria, I think we should
be concerned about whether
Afghanistan is next,” Jennifer
Cafarella, the director of intelligence planning at the Institute
for the Study of War, said in an
interview Wednesday.
The U.S. has been at war in
Afghanistan for 17 years and
still has about 15,000 troops there helping government troops combat the Taliban. The approximately
5,000 U.S. troops in Iraq are training and advising
Iraqi security forces as they continue to fight Islamic
State militants, a battle the U.S. entered in 2014 after

Trump has
argued for a
Syria withdrawal
since he was
a presidential
candidate in 2016.

By TIFFANY STOIBER
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KEARNEY — Even though 6-year-old Parker
Jacobsen can’t go to school right now, he still sees
his teacher and all his first-grade friends every day.
Parker, son of Jessica and John Jacobsen,
underwent open heart surgery on Dec. 6, for
which recovery can take several weeks.
However, when Parker learned he’d be in the
hospital during the month of December, one
of his biggest disappointments for being out of
school was learning he would miss out on hearing his teacher read books to the class.
“Before Parker left, he heard that in December we would be reading a story each day for
our read aloud and he was bummed when he
knew he’d be missing read aloud,” said Danielle
Hoffmaster, Parker’s first-grade teacher. “So in
my mind, I was thinking, ‘I wonder if we could
work out just having him listen to us.’”
The voice call turned into a video chat where
Parker gets to hear the story and see his classmates, as well.
Around 12:30 p.m. every day, the class talks
to Parker on a Facebook video call. Hoffmaster
projects the video of Parker onto the screen, so
all his classmates can see him, and also shows

FIRST-GRADERS at Northeast Elementary School wave goodbye
to their classmate Parker Jacobsen, who video chats with his class
while he’s recovering from open heart surgery at Children’s Hospital in
Omaha.

Parker the book’s photos through
her laptop’s webcam.
“He has a big smile on his face
every day,” described Bryson
Siegel, 7, one of Parker’s fellow
first-graders, and friends.
“He laughs a lot,” added
another one of Parker’s first-grade
friends, Traxton Tobey, 7.
Even though seeing Parker on
video chat is the best part of their
day, Bryson and Traxton seem to
be excited to have Parker back
in class and to talk to him about

Pokemon and Mario.
“Parker about knows everything about Pokemon,” Traxton
said, adding that Parker reads at
a high level and has read a ton of
Pokemon books.
However, according to Hoffmaster, Parker’s favorite books are
the “Pig the Pug” books, by Aaron
Blabey.
Earlier this month, the class
sent Parker the Christmas book
CLASS CHATS, PAGE 2A
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A U.S. SOLDIER sits on an armored vehicle in April,
at a road leading to the tense front line with Turkish-backed fighters in north Syria. President Donald
Trump’s decision to withdraw troops from Syria has
rattled Washington’s Kurdish allies, who are its most
reliable partner in Syria and among the most effective
ground forces battling the Islamic State group.

US adults aren’t getting taller, but still putting on pounds

Metro Creative Connection

$2

NEW YORK (AP) — You
don’t need to hang the mistletoe higher but you might want
to skip the holiday cookies.
A new report released
today shows U.S. adults
aren’t getting any taller but
they are still getting fatter.
The average U.S. adult is
overweight and just a few
pounds from obese, thanks to
average weight increases in
all groups — but particularly
whites and Hispanics.
Overall, the average height for
men actually fell very slightly
over the past decade. There was
no change for women.
One factor may be the shift
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in the country’s population.
There’s a growing number of
Mexican-Americans, and that
group tends to be a little shorter,
said one of the report’s authors,
Cynthia Ogden of the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.
The findings come from a
2015-16 health survey that
measures height and weight.
More than 5,000 U.S. adults
took part.
CDC records date back to the
early 1960s, when the average
man was a little over 5 feet, 8
inches tall and weighed 166
pounds. Now, men are almost
1 inch taller and more than 30
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pounds heavier. But today’s
average height of 5 feet, 9 inches is about a tenth of an inch
shorter than about a decade
ago.
The average woman in the
early 1960s was 5 feet, 3 inches
and 140 pounds. Now, women
are a half-inch taller and about
30 pounds heavier, on average.
The average height is about the
same as it was a decade earlier: 5
feet, 4 inches.
Other survey findings:
■ In the last decade, the average weight of men rose about 2
pounds, to 198. For women, it
rose 6 pounds, to nearly 171.
■ Men have 40-inch waist-
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lines, on average. Women’s
waistlines are a little under 39
inches.
■ The average height of black
men and white men has been
holding about steady, at a little
under 5 feet 10.
■ Mexican-American and
Asian-American men are roughly
3 inches shorter than whites and
blacks, on average. There was a
similar height gap in women.
In 2016, about 18 percent of
the nation’s population was Hispanic, up from about 13 percent
in 2000, according to U.S. Census figures. Mexican-Americans
account for nearly two-thirds of
the Hispanic population.
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