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Kaufman Chamber of Commerce offering
numerous items at annual auction on Sept. 25

Football
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From left to right, Nancy Heller, Anne Glasscock, Ashlynn Corbin, and Cindy Skinner display items at RelyOn Credit Union that will be available to
bid on at the Kaufman Chamber of Commerce auction.

From left to right, Sharna Ellis, Catalina Verde, Gillian Verde, Beverly Davis, Tina Rosamond, Anne Glasscock, Cindy Skinner, and Britt Murrey
display items at Paul Murrey Ford that will be available to bid on at the
Kaufman Chamber of Commerce auction.

HERALD STAFF REPORT
The Kaufman Chamber
of Commerce is back to host-

Tennis

ing their anual live auction
on Sept. 25 at the Kaufman
Civic Center after being unable to host one last year due

to Covid-19. The Chamber is
excited to bring back their
annual auction.
There is an early online

bidding auction that will
start on Sept. 22.
To
buy
tickets
or
tables, make a donation, buy

tickets for bulldozer of
booze, and to register for
online
bidding,
visit
kaufmanchmber.com.

Crandall, Kaufman crown
Homecoming royalty

Enjoy reading
our e-edition at
kaufmanherald.
com
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THOUGHT
“Whenever you find yourself
on the side of the majority, it
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Jordan Garcia (left) was named homecoming king and Maya
Torres (right) was named homecoming queen for Crandall High
School at the school’s homecoming game on Sept. 10.

Gisselle Lara was named homecoming queen for Kaufman High
School at the school’s homecoming game on Sept. 10. Lara is a
member of the KHS band, National Honor Society, puzzle club,
Leo Club, and Spanish club. She has been ranked in the top 10%
of her class all four years of high school.

is time to pause and reflect.”
-Mark Twain

LOCAL WEATHER

Kaufman Bridge works to support community
Mental health, substance use issues top list of needs

Thursday
Partly Cloudy
High 89, Low 69

Friday
Mostly Sunny
High 91, Low 70

Saturday
Mostly Sunny
High 91, Low 70

Sunday
Mostly Sunny
High 93, Low 70

BY ELAINE FROSCH
HERALD REPORTER
The North Texas Behavioral Health Authority’s
(NTBHA) has been filling
the gaps in Kaufman County with services of care coordination and outreach,
screening, assessment and
referral for the past three
years. Eighteen months ago,
planning started to create
a larger program, where all
services could be under one
roof in one location to support individuals in Kaufman
County with local mental
health care.
In June, program staff
hosted a grand opening to
celebrate the launch of the
Kaufman County Bridge,
which was created as a way
to bridge the gap in services
throughout the community.
“The Kaufman Bridge was
created to bridge the gaps in
services and to support the

different providers,” said
Nancy Blum, the chief of
regional operations for NTBHA. “Our goal is to support
everyone in the community.”
The Bridge has numerous
programs and resources to
help community members
receive services for mental
health and substance use
disorders.
Since the start of the pandemic, there has been an increase in demand for these
services, Blum said. While
some individuals may have
struggled with mental health
and substance use disorders
prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Bridge staff is seeing an increase in the need
for services for people who
had not experienced it prior
to the pandemic.
Part of the increase in
need came from people
who have been impacted in
multiple areas of their lives.

These changes “shook” what
was considered normal life
until the pandemic required
school, business and complete closures of the communities and added social
distancing. Many individuals were impacted by the
losing their jobs or impacted
by the loss of income, as well
as loss of homes and family
members.
The pandemic has impacted everyone at some
level. Reports in the media
shared the stories of frontline and essential workers who were experiencing
added stress because of the
concern of possibly bringing
the virus home to their family members while working
without the available protection and before a vaccine
was available.
"As we all continue to
learn more over time how big
the impact is we already see
there is an increase in men-

tal health and substance use
needs, due to the stressors
of the pandemic and reports
that staff are receiving from
the community, it appeared
to be the perfect timing for
this program to open," NTBHA officials said.
Care coordinators are
available at the Bridge to
help find available resources
within the community, such
as mental health medication
services, substance use disorders programs, housing
and utility assistance information, support groups,
and information on health
and wellness benefits. Care
Coordinators help children,
adults, and families at the
Bridge.
Carol Williams is the primary care coordinator at
the Kaufman County Bridge
Program with support from
other teammates and programs. Once a needs assessment by Williams or another

care coordinator is completed, they can link individuals
to treatment or to useful resources in the community.
One of the many services
that the NTBHA Bridge in
Kaufman has is the Outreach Screening Assessment and Referral Program
(OSAR). OSAR serves adults
and adolescents 13 and older
who need assistance accessing a vast array of substance
use treatments such as detox, inpatient or outpatient
treatment, drug education,
or peer recovery support.
Whether individuals are uninsured or under-insured,
the OSAR team can assist.
Janet Cowan-Buchanan is
the director of OSAR at the
Bridge in Kaufman. The
Bridge strongly stands by
their motto, “We are here to
support you on your journey."
See THE BRIDGE on Page 5A

