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Kaufman Chamber
of Commerce
Auction celebrates
‘Under Construction’
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Reece Lawson (left) laughs as one of the auctioneer assistants tries to get Lawson to raise
his bid on a hand gun.

BY ELAINE FROSCH
HERALD REPORTER
After missing out on many
in-person events last year, including the annual Kaufman
Chamber of Commerce Auction, events are starting to be
held in-person again.
The theme of this year’s
chamber auction was “Under Construction.” Workers dressed as construction
workers and the venue was
decorated in traffic cones,
tools, and dump truck replicas.
The in-person event was
held on Sept. 25 at a new
location, the Kaufman Civic Center. Many attendees

were thrilled to be attending
an in-person event that raises money for a good cause.
There was also an online
auction that began a few
days leading up to the live
auction.
At the in-person auction,
there was a raffle drawn for
a ‘bucket of booze’. The winner of the raffle was Amanda
Peterson.
“We were thrilled to have
an in-person event this
year,” said Anne Glascock,
chamber CEO. “Thank you
to everyone that came out!
And a big thanks to all the
sponsors and business that
donated to the auction!”
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IRVING – The DFW Hospital Council (DFWHC) announced the 2021 recipients
of its annual awards on Sept.
16. Seventeen North Texas
county judges received the
Distinguished Health Service Award.
The award has been bestowed annually to North
Texas residents who have
dedicated their lives to improving healthcare. The DFWHC Board of Trustees decided to change tradition this
year and recognize 17 county judges and in North Texas
for their support of hospitals
during the COVID-19 pan-

demic. The 17-county area
represents all of DFWHC’s
hospital membership. The
recipients include Hal Richards of Kaufman County.
“It has been such an unusual and difficult year due
to the pandemic,” said Stephen Love, president of the
hospital council. “Our North
Texas hospitals were provided tremendous support
by our county judges and
their public health teams.
Their tireless work in creating awareness of the virus
and supporting vaccination
public health measures have
been crucial in the communities they serve. Their dedicated work has saved lives

and their leadership set an
example for all of us to follow.”
The Trustee of the Year
honor included James Young
Wynne of Texas Health Resources.
Wynne has served Texas
Health Resources in volunteer leadership roles since
1988, holding positions
throughout the system, from
the Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital Kaufman
Board of Trustees to the Texas Health Resources Board.
He has been a member of
the Texas Health Resources
Board of Trustees since 2014.
The hospital council is
a trade organization of 90
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hospitals and 90 associate

years of service to North Tex-

members with more than 50

as healthcare.
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Kaufman Fire Department reponds
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to large commercial structure fire
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Fire and smoke damage inside the cheer gym facility.

THOUGHT
“Parents can only give
good advice or put them
on the right paths, but the
final forming of a person’s
character lies in their
own hands.”
-Anne Frank

LOCAL WEATHER

The Kaufman Volunteer
Fire Department responded
to a fire inside a cheerleading
gym on Sept. 25.
First responders arrived
at the facility, which has a
residence attached, and saw
heavy smoke coming from
the center of the building.
The fire in the gym was

extinguished easily, according to a report from the fire
department. The gym had
extensive heat and smoke
damage, and industrial fans
were used to clear the smoke.
The owners of the building were not present when
the fire started.
One injury was reported by a volunteer firefighter
who experienced chest pain

while he was pulling a hose.
He got out of the building
and other personnel administered first aid until emergency technicians arrived.
He was transported to a
hospital in Dallas in stable
condition, according to KFD.
Firefighters from Scurry
and Kemp departments also
responded to the blaze.

Kaufman High School
students run audiovideo production team
Students create film highlights, live streams
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Many community members and Kaufman Lions
fans view highlight videos
and live streams on social
media and streaming platforms during the sports seasons.
Not everyone knows the
amount of production that
occurs behind the lens or
who is running it all.
Walking into the press
box at Homer Norville Field
or the audio video class at
KHS taught by Stephen Armstrong, known as Coach
Armstrong by his students, a
different perspective is seen
as projects are released on
the district and class social
media platforms. All video
projects and live streams are
produced by KHS students.
Armstrong’s students say
he’s a top teacher, but he’s
also a believer and a mentor. Students in Armstrong’s

class rave about how much
they enjoy his class and all of
the aspects they learn from
his teaching.
“I like Coach Armstrong
because not only does he
teach, he goes into life details
and is just really inspirational in my life,” said senior video editor Daylon Dickerson.
Armstrong aims for his students to leave his class with
skills that will help them in
their future careers, as well
as a confidence that they can
do anything that seems too
difficult or impossible. With
the teaching and mentoring
that Armstrong provides to
his students, they are able to
take control on Friday nights
running the live stream production for football games,
as well as filming on the sidelines and for team coaches.
Students can take an audio video class at KHS even
if they have no knowledge or
experience in audio video.

Colby Wood, another senior,
wanted to join Armstrong’s
class because he enjoyed
watching YouTube videos
and he wanted to learn how
to make his own and start a
YouTube channel.
Now, Wood films clips
during the varsity football
games to make highlights of
the game. “I like being on the
sidelines on game night and
seeing videos I have taken,
then put into a final project,”
he said. “When people watch
our videos and react to them,
it just makes me happy that
people actually enjoy what
we do.”
A viewer reaction means
the world to these students.
Sometimes the video editors
are dealing with difficult
tapes or ones that seem boring, but that won’t stop Armstrong’s students from producing entertaining content.
See AV Students on Page 3A
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Robert Kilgore films footage for sideline highlights during
Kaufman’s face off against Crandall High School.

