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THOUGHT
“Remember to be gentle
with yourself and others. We
are all children of chance
and none can say why some
fields will blossom while
others lay brown beneath
the August sun.”
— Kent Nerburn

LOCAL WEATHER

Thursday
Mostly sunny
High 96, Low 77

Friday
Sunny
High 98, Low 76

Saturday
Hot and sunny
High 97, Low 77

The Kaufman Independent School District (KISD)
announced the delay of the
start of school from Aug.
10 to Aug. 17, in a facebook
post made on Saturday. The
district cited changes in the
guidelines set by the Texas
Education Agency as the reason for the delay.
“We apologize for any inconvenience this causes, and
we know that many parents
and students are excited and
ready to begin the school
The Kaufman Herald/File photo
year. However, we must do
The Mercantile on Grove, along with other businesses on Kaufman Square, will have to remove items displayed outside
everything we can to begin
their buildings every night, and the height of displays and amount of space used will be regulated. The Kaufman City
as safely as possible.”
Council approved the amendments to local zoning ordinances on Monday, July 27.
Although students will be
returning to school one week
later than initially planned,
the district states that teachers will still report to their
campuses on Aug. 4.
Nearby, Scurry ISD will
begin its school year on Aug.
13, with Crandall following
By Sam Harmon
to provide the planning and zoning five days later, on Aug. 18.
recalls how the issue started.
Herald Reporter
“When the Mercantile came up, she commission with assurances that she
(Stolusky) started putting some things has no intention of doing that, and she's
Amendments to zoning passed by out around her doorway, just kind of been a longtime resident of this comthe Kaufman City Council will bring making it more inviting, because she munity, too. But that’s part of the counchanges to the way businesses display has no windows. And staff did not say cil's job, is not only to see what she does,
items on Kaufman Square. The amend- anything to that, because it made it but look to see what anybody could do.”
ments, passed by city council in its more inviting. And then she started
Many business owners attended the
meeting on July 28, will require busiMonday meeting to voice their views,
adding more... and more.”
nesses to acquire a Specific Use PerRatcliff cited concerns over visual fearing that the changes will result in a
mit if they wish to display retail goods,
By Sam Harmon
appeal,
and the possibility of pedes- loss of customers and sales.
merchandise, or materials inside of the
H
erald Reporter
Julie Tijerina, a lifelong resident of
Central Business District. Under the trians being injured by items on the Kaufman who owns a business on the
A Lewisville man led
new rules, overnight displays will not sidewalk. Also of concern is potential square, expressed concerns about the
damage
to
the
new
sidewalks,
which
Kaufman
County Sheriff’s
be allowed, requiring business owners
new requirements.
Office (KCSO) deputies in a
who display their items outside during were funded by taxpayers. “All of those
“People drive by and they see those
the day to bring their items back inside sidewalks belong to either the State of displayed items, and it draws them in,” chase down U.S. Highway
ultimately
ending
each night. Furthermore, sidewalk dis- Texas, or the City of Kaufman,” said she said. “If I wasn’t a business owner 80,
plays will be limited in their maximum Ratcliff, who explained that the city and I all of a sudden saw the merchan- in Downtown Dallas, at
approximately 12:30 a.m.
height and area which may be used, could potentially be liable for injuries
dise gone at night, or limited during on July 30, 2020. According
that
occurred
on
the
sidewalk.
Ratcliff
and displays must not impede pedesthe day, I would start to question if they to a press release issued by
trian travel. Public seating and tables also knows that the issue could become
were going out of business, or already KCSO deputies attempted to
more
pressing,
if
other
businesses
were
are exempted.
shut down, and I wouldn’t bring my stop the driver, 43 year old
to
follow
suit.
The amendments came after
Allen Blair, under suspicions
“She displays the majority of her business there.”
concerns were raised over items being
Tijerina added: “We are struggling that he was intoxicated. The
displayed outdoors by the Mercantile stuff very attractively,” Ratcliff said.
On Grove, an antique store located “But it just takes one person to put stuff as small business owners and small driver then turned around
at 110 E. Grove St., owned by Kellie out there that doesn’t do a very good towns, and these decisions like this, on U.S. Highway 80 and
Stolusky. Marcy Ratcliff, director of job, and people will complain. She's it just doesn’t make sense.” Other fled west. KCSO, Forney
See ZONING on Page 4A
development services for the city, been very open, very honest. She's tried
See Chase on Page 4A

Some business owners, council members
oppose new zoning amendments

Lewisville man
leads officers
in car chase

Commissioners propose
decrease in county tax rate
Public hearing to be held in August
By Karel Holloway
Special to the Herald
A five-cent decrease in the
Kaufman County tax rate
for 2020-2021 is proposed by
county commissioners.
If approved later this summer, the rate would drop to
about 49 cents per $100 valuation, down from about 54
cents last year and 59 cents
the year before.
A two percent across-theboard raise for county employees beginning in January also is part of the budget.
Road and bridge district employees would be excluded.
Many got raises this year after departmental reorganization, commissioners said.
Despite the proposed lower tax rate, many property
owners will not see a lower
county tax bill.
Countywide,
property
valuations went up close to
15 percent. That means the
lower tax rate will be applied
to property that now has a
higher value, increasing the

tax bill.
“If our values go up, our
tax rate goes down,” explained Precinct 1 Commissioner Mike Hunt.
A homeowner whose
property was valued at
$200,000 this year had a
county tax bill of about
$1,080. That same home, if
it is valued at $230,000 this
year, would pay about $1,127
in county taxes.
Valuations are set by the
county appraisal district on
property worth as of Jan. 1.
Commissioners,
city
councils, school boards and
other taxing entities cannot

change the valuations.
Last year when valuations
went up, most cities and
school districts also lowered
their tax rate. Budget preparations in most taxing entities are ongoing.
Even with the rate decrease, the county still will
have an additional $3.3 million in funding for the 20202021 fiscal year, which begins Oct. 1.
About $1.2 million of the
revenue increase will go to
general county operations
and another $569,000 will go
to the road and bridge districts. Other tax revenue will
go to pay off debt.
A public hearing on the
tax rate and budget tentatively is scheduled Aug. 19.
Tax notices will go out in the
fall.
Commissioners have been
discussing the budget in a
series of workshops throughout July.
They determined early on
See TAX on Page 4A
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Jan Schreiber, owner of Sloan’s Super Save, hosts members
of the Liars Club every morning for coffee and conversation.
One of the Liars is Dallas Fox, right.

Liars Club invites
folks to take part in
discussing today’s issues
By Sam Harmon
Herald Reporter
“The Liars Club is a place
where we all come to solve
our problems,” says Dallas
Fox, as he introduces me to
each member of the club at
their July 29 meeting. For
the last 13 years, since 2003,
members have met and sat
in a large circle, sipping coffee around a table inside of
Sloan’s Super Save in Scurry.
A variety of individuals
attend the club meetings,

many of whom, such as Fox,
are U.S. military veterans.
This day’s guest is Assistant
District Attorney Shelton
Gibbs, who recently won the
Republican runoff election
for the 422nd district judge
position. Gibbs speaks, answering the questions those
around him ask. Topics today include the justice system and repeat criminal offenders.
While the subject of the
See LIARS on Page 4A

