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People lined the walkways of the Shops of Terrell in hopes of getting a COVID test.

The testing site that was
located at the Shops of Terrell closed down before noon
on Jan. 10 due to the overwhelming demand of testing
needed. By 9:45 a.m. on Jan.
10, the line of people waiting
to get tested was wrapped
from the former storefront
of OshKosh B’gosh all the
way to Hometown Cinemas.
The line included a range
of young children to elderly
adults.
The testing site at the
Shops of Terrell had just reopened at 9 a.m. on Jan. 10
after closing since the need
for testing wasn’t as high as
it had been in the previous
months.
The Kaufman County
Office of Emergency Management made the decision
to close the site due to the
overwhelming demand. The
Shops at Terrell had no responsibility in making the
decision to halt testing and

the county thanks them for
their participation.
The county released a
statement late on Jan. 10
that they were looking into
finding a possible location
to conduct drive-thru style
testing. Until then, the free
Covid-19 testing has been
stopped until further notice. For updates, visit the
Kaufman County social medias such as Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter as well as
the county website.
After the strike of the Omicron variant, it is becoming
more difficult to find testing
centers or medical offices offering testing to walk-ins or
appointments that are sameday. Many facilities that are
providing testing are booked
out for a week in advance.
Following the holidays,
cases are seen to be spiking
nationwide and hospitals are
becoming overcrowded once
again.

Local resident, Lewisville first responder passes unexpectedly
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Just before dawn on Dec.
31, 2021, Lewisville firefighter/paramedic Landun
Charles and his wife were
getting ready to leave for
work when Landun called
to his wife from another
room in distress. When his
wife, a nurse, got to him, she
found him collapsed on the
floor. She dialed 911 and immediately began CPR. The
Crandall Fire Department,
along with CareFlite EMS,
responded and transported

him to the Kaufman Hospital. Landun was pronounced
deceased at approximately
8:30 a.m.
Charles was a dedicated
Lewisville firefighter/paramedic and a member of the
Lewisville Fire Fighters Association, IAFF Local 3606
for the past two years. On his
days off, Charles served the
North Texas community as a
flight paramedic with CareFlight.
Prior to joining the Lewisville Fire Department,
he served as a firefighter/
paramedic with the College

Station Fire Department,
where he was a member of
the College Station Professional Firefights, IAFF Local
4511. During Landon’s time
in College Station, he served
as a field training officer for
the department and a paramedic instructor for College
Station Medical Center and
lead paramedic for Texas
A&M EMS.
Charles is survived by his
wife of six years, Lauren,
who is expecting their first
child in February.
“Landun was an exceptional firefighter/paramedic

for the City of Lewisville,”
said Joaquin Criner, President of the Lewisville Fire
Fighters Association Local
3606. “He served as a field
training officer for the department, where he continuously passed on his
knowledge and mentored his
brothers and sisters in Lewisville. Landun’s legacy will
live on through the many fire
department members he influenced each and every day
he proudly wore the Lewisville uniform.”
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Commissioners adopt hazard mitigation plan
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the HMP is very detailed and
involves months and months
of planning and execution,”
said Kaufman County Emergency Management Coordinator Steve Howie. “The
process began in January of
2020 with a ‘kickoff’ meeting with a goal of having the
HMP ready to submit by late
June or early July, but then
beginning in February, the
unimaginable happened . . .
COVID-19.”
At that time, the Office
of Emergency Management
ultimately became the “defacto” health department for
the county, keeping up with
closures, numbers of Covid

cases, managing PPE, and
many other things which
put a hold on the planning
efforts for the Hazard Mitigation Plan update until July
of 2021.
“Our staff in the Office
of Emergency Management
and our jurisdictional representatives have worked very
hard to finish the updates on
our Hazard Mitigation Plan
and get them submitted,”
said County Judge Hal Richards. “It is extremely important to have this plan in place
for the safety and preparedness of our county should we
face any type of hazardous
threat.”

Community
involvement is a key element in the
mitigation planning process. A county encouraging
and promoting discussion
among community members about creating a safer,
more disaster-resilient community leads to a sustainable mitigation plan. As a
part of having a sustainable
disaster mitigation plan,
the Kaufman County Office
of Emergency Management
held a Zoom meeting covering that very topic on Oct. 6,
2021.
“All of these efforts paid
off when on Dec. 16, 2021, we
received notice from FEMA

that our Plan had been approved pending adoption,”
Howie said. “What that
means is that FEMA has approved our plan but for it to
be in full force and effect
it must now be Adopted by
Resolution by each participating jurisdiction.”
The Kaufman County
Commissioners’ Court presented a resolution accepting the updated HMP at
their regular meeting that
was held on Jan. 4, meaning
Kaufman County will be the
first of all jurisdictions to
complete the process.

First responders responded to many wrecks over the past week
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Drivers cautioned to slow down on curves and with weather conditions
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Thursday
Sunny
High 70, Low 37

Friday
Partly Cloudy
High 67, Low 41

Saturday
Partly Cloudy
High 48, Low 28

Sunday
Sunny
High 52, Low 34

The Kaufman County first
responders were busy the
past week with many calls,
with an excess of accident
calls.
Chief of the Kaufman Fire
Department, Ronnie Davis,
took to the department’s
Facebook page urging drivers to be cautious on the

roads during weather conditions. Davis also urged
drivers to slow down when
driving on curves to prevent
accidents that can be caused
by taking them too fast or
taking them even at normal
speed while road conditions
are hazardous.
Fire report 01-07-22 to 0110-22:
1-7 Medical Emergency E.

6th St.
1-7 Medical Emergency E.
6th St.
1-8 Accident E. Hwy. 175 at
split
1-8 Accident W. Hwy. 175
and 243
1-8 Accident W. Hwy. 175
at split
1-8 Accident 6th Street at
Royal
1-8 Accident W. Hwy. 175

and 243
1-8 Accident E. Hwy. 175 at
split
1-8 Accident W. Hwy. 175
and 243
1-8 Fire-transformer S.
Washington St.
1-8 Medical Emergency
State Hwy. 243
1-9 Medical Emergency S.
Houston St.
1-9 Medical Emergency

FM 1836
1-9 Accident W. Hwy. 175
and 243
1-9 Accident W. Hwy. 175
and 243
1-9 Medical Emergency W.
Hickory
1-9 Hit and run W. Hwy.
175 and 243
1-9 Medical Emergency
Callan St.
1-10 Accident Rand Road

