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Children receive goodie bags and safety information from Kaufman first responders.
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In the face of all 2020 has unwelcomely presented us with — from uncertainty, to division and separation
— most community members can
agree that community is in great need
of encouragement and unity. National
Night Out provided many with that.
Tuesday, Oct. 6 served as a light to
Kaufman residents for the 11th annual local observance of National Night
Out. NNO takes place across the country annually, acting as a national community-building campaign that promotes police-community partnership.
Kaufman has been a participant in this
movement since 2009, but this year
looked quite different. Rather than
taking place at one central location as
in years past, event organizers brought
the event to the people. the Kaufman
Police Department, Fire Department,
Care Flight, Kaufman Independent

School District Police Department,
and the Kaufman County Sheriff's Office caravanned to more than a dozen
neighborhoods throughout Kaufman
County, spreading encouragement, educating residents on crime watch and
prevention strategies, and cultivating
community among neighbors.
Sharna Ellis, administrative assistant to the Kaufman Chief of Police, organizes the event each year and holds
it close to her heart. “These types of
events bring us together," Ellis said.
"I’m excited that [our officers] get the
opportunity to serve the people in this
way. That’s why it's important that the
officers are in uniform and serving the
people. This can make an everlasting
impact on a child and what they think
about law enforcement as they grow
older. That one memory may be the
one that makes her wanna be a police
officer someday.” She noted that the
National Night Out offers coming together and cohesiveness in the face of

division and separation; two things we
have become all too familiar with in
2020.
Challenges for this year’s event centered around communicating safety.
“The biggest challenge was how
to have this and [families] feel safe
and comfortable,” Ellis said. Careful
consideration was given to COVID-19
safety protocol. The response from
Kaufman residents was positive, and
the event progressed under the new
format. Residents from hundreds of
homes exchanged friendly interaction
with first responders.
The Kaufman Police Department
would like to extend a special thanks to
Circle K Ranch, Trinity Valley Electric
Cooperative, NUMO Manufacturing,
and Walmart for sponsoring the event.
National Night Out 2021 is scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 5 with the hope
of the event being able to return to its
roots as a community gathering.
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After Gary Campbell High
School in Kaufman had two
positive cases of COVID-19 at
the school this semester, staff
at the Kaufman Independent
School District have been
working to keep surfaces
clean and asking students to
continue wearing facemasks.
“The most challenging part
of this year has been creating
two separate school years
at the same time,” said Jeremy Melton, director of Communications for KISD. “We
have our online learners and
in-person learners. Teachers
are still learning how to do
everything which makes it extremely challenging to relay
that communication to parents who are then communicating that to their students.”
All students who are in
close proximity to anyone
who tests positive are pulled
out of class and interviewed
privately with social distancing practiced and facial
coverings worn. This entire
process is taking up to two to
three days. Any student who
tests positive, along with any
who are determined to have
had close contact, are asked
to quarantine at home for 14
days.
“They have communicated very well,” said one mother of a Kaufman High School
student. “I really appreciate
the different ways of communication they are putting out
and the quick response. They
are taking lots of precautions.
I have felt safe sending my
child each day.” Another parent stated, “I think they’re
doing the best they can. It’s a
difficult situation.”
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First responders caravanned through over a dozen neighborhoods for National Night Out event.

The Kaufman Leo Club, the
high school group sponsored
by the Kaufman Lions Club,
is holding a supply drive for
the A. Fern Norville Center.
Club members are collecting
snacks for the center's residents, along with collecting
disinfectant spray, cleaning
wipes and hand sanitizer.
This year's club officers
are President Jaden Raney,
Vice-president Denise Ordonez,
Secretary
Laney
Gould, Treasurer Alyssa Hernandez, Historian Eduardo
Ruiz and Reporter Lexi Ebey.
The club has 46 members this
year, including five students
who are attending virtually.
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Historical Commission to restore piece of area history
By Taylor Dunn
Herald Reporter
Many locals, perhaps even long-tenured county residents, are unaware that Kaufman County
possesses an interesting, history-rich venue. The
Kaufman County Poor Farm is a hidden historical
site right here in our backyard.
The Kaufman County Historical Commission is
working on the restoration of a mural located on site
in one of the restored buildings at the poor farm. The
painting depicts life on the farm from a resident’s
perspective. Close study of the painting has led project leadership to believe it was done by Robert Morgan, a resident at the farm, in December of 1951.
The wall-to-wall painting is thought to portray
those who supervised the workers and residents.
The Kaufman Herald/Photo by Taylor Dunn Multiple men are illustrated on horseback carrying
Pam Corder, County Project Manager, stands firearms.
The historical commission recently teamed up
beside a preserved piece of historic art at
with Brown Mountain Art Restoration to preserve
County Poor Farm.

the historic piece of art. The farm is located behind
the county's south campus at 3003 S. Washington St.
Just after the Civil War, in 1869, an addendum to
the Texas Constitution established each county now
carried responsibility for their indigent residents. In
response, Kaufman County joined many other Texas counties in establishing poor farms. Twelve years
later, more than 400 acres of land was purchased and
construction began to house impoverished county
residents. By 1883, the farm was in full operation.
Its purpose was to offer families and individuals
a place to call home and opportunity to earn wages.
Occupants would often work on the farm until some
financial stability was gained. Later on, the county jail was erected on site and the farm doubled as
a working prison farm. The Kaufman County Poor
Farm is thought to be the only remaining farm of its
kind that is still owned by the county.
The Kaufman County Historical Commission
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