
Celebrate Excellence in Cemetery Care – 
NOMINATE TODAY!

Is your cemetery a leader in service, innovation, and community impact?  
It’s time to showcase your achievements with the 2025 American 
Cemetery Excellence Award!

American Cemetery & Cremation is proud to honor cemeteries that 
go above and beyond in maintaining beautiful, well-managed spaces 
that evolve with consumer needs. Whether independently owned, 
municipal, or corporate, all top-performing cemeteries are welcome 
to apply.

WHY ENTER?
The winner will receive:
n A cover story and profile in the 

December issue of American 
Cemetery & Cremation

n A one-year subscription to 
American Cemetery & Cremation

n A prestigious award plaque
n National recognition through 

press releases and promotional 
campaigns

Finalists will also be featured in the November issue of American 
Cemetery & Cremation

Submit your entry today!  
https://qrco.de/bfqR62

ACE
A M E R I C A N
C E M E T E R Y
E X C E L L E N C E

AWARD
2025
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Overhead image of Jefferson Memorial 
with a view of the Garden of the Cross.

discipline to approach it nicely and say, 
‘Hi, I’m Harry, what are you doing?’ She 
looked up and said, ‘These are my chil-
dren’s grandparents. They will never know 
them. I thought we would sit here on this 
pretty day and have a lunch, and I would 
tell them all about their grandparents.’ 
That still brings a tear into my eye today. 
I thought, that’s what we’re all about right 
there.”

And family remains a big part of what 
Jefferson Memorial is about at its core. 
The cemetery was founded by Harry’s 
grandfather (also Harry C. Neel) in 1929.

Neel spent 21 years flying planes in 
the military before landing his feet on 
the ground with a chance to work for his 
dad, John D. Neel, at Jefferson Memorial. 
In turn, Harry gave his daughter Dagny 
the same offer his dad had given him: to 
try the family business and see if she liked 

it. Fifteen years later, Dagny Neel Fitzpat-
rick, who had wanted to be a fighter pilot 
from childhood and later studied English 
at Duquesne but ultimately felt drawn to-
wards customer service, is a vice president 
at Jefferson Memorial. She is also a certi-
fied celebrant and was recently given one 
of the International Cemetery, Cremation, 
and Funeral Association’s 40 Under 40 
Awards, recognizing outstanding young 
professionals in death care. The award cel-
ebrates “individuals with exceptional tal-
ent, leadership, and a deep commitment 
to the profession’s future.”

Another Neel daughter, Brooke, joined 
the team after several years overseeing 
fundraising and event planning for the 
Flight 93 Memorial in Shanksville, Penn-
sylvania. She is now Jefferson Memorial’s 
director of marketing, events, and special 
projects. Harry Neel’s wife (and Dagny 

and Brooke’s mom) Marianne is also a vice 
president. (Harry and Marianne have two 
other children, hairstylist Whitney, and 
Spenser, another pilot in the family. One 
non-Neel, Peter Johnson, is vice president, 
director of operations.)

Dagny believes the family atmosphere 
and the knowledge that the business has 
been in the same hands for so many years 
gives people a nice comfort level. “It gets 
us additionally this ability to work with 
families and get answers,” she said. “For an 
adjustment of any nature, we don’t have 
to go through red tape and managers in a 
different city to try to get an answer to a 
question.”

But the familial aspect is not just a sell-
ing point, it’s baked into the 75-person 
company identity as a whole (that includes 
the cemetery’s 19 maintenance employees 
and 22 staff members). “We have guys in 
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Entry Deadline:
August 8, 2025



ENTRY FORM
Cemetery Information: 

NAME _____________________________________________________________________

TITLE _____________________________________________________________________

CEMETERY NAME  __________________________________________________________

ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________________  STATE ________  ZIP ______________

TELEPHONE _____________________________ FAX _____________________________

EMAIL _____________________________________________________________________

Contact Information:

o Check here if same as above

NAME _____________________________________________________________________

TITLE _____________________________________________________________________

RELATIONSHIP TO NOMINEE _________________________________________________

COMPANY NAME __________________________________________________________

ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________________  STATE ________  ZIP ______________

TELEPHONE _____________________________ FAX _____________________________

EMAIL _____________________________________________________________________

AWARD
2025

Entry Deadline:

August 8, 2025

American Cemetery  
& Cremation

Cemetery Excellence Award 
6 Blackstone Valley Place

Suite #204
Lincoln, RI 02865

QUESTIONS?
Contact: Tom Nondorf

tnondorf@katesboylston.com

All entries become the property of Kates-Boylston Publications and will 
not be returned. Only finalists will be contacted.

 Entry Form

 One-page History of Cemetery

 Two-to-Three Page Synopsis

 Community Event Involvement

 Supporting Marketing Materials

 At Least 5 Photos of Cemetery

MAIL TO:

PLEASE ATTACH WITH ENTRY:

ACE
A M E R I C A N
C E M E T E R Y
E X C E L L E N C E


