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June 16, 2022 

Dear NDEE records custodian, 

I hope you’re well. This is Yanqi Xu, reporter with the Flatwater Free Press. I would like to make a 

public records request as follows, pursuant to Nebraska Public Records Statutes or Neb. Rev. Stat. § 

84-712. 

I would like to request emails sent or received by any NDEE staffer under the Drinking Water & 

Groundwater Division, Waste Permit, Water Planning, Wastewater & Drinking Water Engineering & 

Technical Assistance, Livestock Compliance, and Agriculture sections that contain any of the 

keywords “nitrate”, “nutrient”, “fertilizer” or “nitrogen” between Jan 1, 2017 to June 15, 2022. 

The keywords may appear in any field, i.e. to, cc, bcc, subject, from, sender, or body of the message. I 

would also request that attachments be included in those emails. 

I ask that you provide the parole records in a native data format that’s machine readable. I agree to 

pay any reasonable copying and postage fees of not more than $300. If the cost would be greater than 

this amount, please notify me. Please provide a receipt indicating the charges for each document. 

As provided by the open records law, I will expect your response within four (4) business days. See 

Neb. Rev. Stat. Sec. 84-712(4).  

If you choose to deny this request, please provide a written explanation for the denial including a 

reference to the specific statutory exemption(s) upon which you rely. Also, please provide all 

segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. 

In addition, please know that I am amenable to altering this request in the interest of obtaining 

information in a timely manner. If there are ways I can get similar information without creating an 

undue burden, please feel free to reach out and we can discuss making those changes. Same goes 

for if our time frames are unnecessarily burdensome. We would be willing to alter our request to 

accommodate receiving data covering only that period of time. 

Sincerely, 

 

Yanqi Xu 

Reporter, Flatwater Free Press 

yxu@flatwaterfreepress.org 

402-726-1832 

http://dee.ne.gov/NDEQProg.nsf/OnWeb/Directory
mailto:yxu@flatwaterfreepress.org
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