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firm. He represented Enfield on
the Greater Hartford Transit
District Board for 22 years and
assists with many renovation
projects with Homefront, an
organization that provides free
home repair services to low-
income individuals.

He’s also been an active
member of Holy Family Church
for 30 years, where he’s been an
instructor to altar servers, a lec-
tor, and a longtime member of
the parish council. In 2012,
Mitchell received the
Archdiocesan St. Joseph Medal
of Appreciation.

“I was certainly surprised,”
Mitchell said about receiving
the Peg Smith award. “There
were so many deserving people.
It’s humbling.”

Mitchell has also volunteered
with the Connecticut Trolley
Museum, the Fresh Air Fund,
Enfield youth basketball and
soccer, served as a Cub Scout
leader, and has been a Red Cross
blood donor. He has also hosted
foreign exchange students.

Dawn Homer-Bouthiette,
director of social services for
the town, said the selection
committee chose Mitchell for
the award because of the “diver-
sity and longevity of his serv-
ice.”

Volunteer
gets award
for service

By Tim Leininger
Journal Inquirer

ENFIELD — Town officials and top
cops from around the state gathered in
the Town Council chambers at Town
Hall in March for the swearing-in of for-
mer state police Col. Alaric Fox as the
town’s new police chief.

Police chiefs from Bristol, Canton,
Coventry, North Haven, South Windsor,
and Weston, as well as troopers from
various state police barracks showed up
to congratulate Fox on his new position.

State police Chaplain David
Choquette opened the ceremony with a
prayer, calling it a “day of transition”
and praying for Fox and the rest of the
department to be faithful to their duties

in making Enfield a safe community.
Then-Town Manager Bryan

Chodkowski said he knew when former
Chief Carl Sferrazza announced his
retirement that it would be difficult to
find a replacement. But Chodkowski
said he was pleasantly surprised when he
discovered that Fox had applied. He said
Fox’s vast education and experience as a
police officer were among the reasons he
was chosen for the job.

“We couldn’t be happier bringing him
into the community,” Chodkowski said.

Sferrazza noted that he and Fox had
discussed the possibility of Fox replac-
ing him as early as a couple years ago.
The former chief said he was “certain
that would be a good thing.”

Sferrazza told the local officers in atten-

dance that Fox is “good for us to have”
and that “he will always be there for you.”

Fox spoke next, bidding farewell to his
former state police co-workers.

“For 24 years, brothers and sisters, we
have laughed and cried together,” he
said. “Thanks for the greatest profes-
sional ride of my life to date.”

He thanked Enfield officials for select-
ing him as chief.

“Please know I do not wear this uni-
form lightly,” he said. “I recognize this
uniform means something to every one
of you. Please know that I know that I
am blessed to have this position.”

Fox’s wife, Lynne, who is from
Enfield and is the sister of former Mayor
Scott R. Kaupin, pinned Fox’s chief stars
on his collar. His two children, Amanda

and Ryan, placed his cap on his head.
After a closing benediction by

Choquette, those present moved to Town
Hall’s Enfield Room for doughnuts, pas-
tries, cookies, and coffee.

Fox, a Willington resident, said he
doesn’t plan to immediately move to
Enfield. He said he would like to avoid
moving his children to new schools
when they are close to finishing high
school. He said Enfield is only 17 miles
from where he lives, well within the 25-
mile radius the town requires.

Fox began his law enforcement career
in 1983 as an officer of the Willimantic
Police Department. In 1990, he started a
brief stint with the FBI before joining the
state police, where he worked for the
past 24 years.
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The age of flight
Rolande Kelting of Enfield comes in for a landing with parachute instructor Mike Haas, fulfilling an 80th birthday
wish to skydive, at Ellington Airport.


