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TOP STUDENTS
ADAMS 
CENTRAL

VALEDICTORIAN
Andrew Schwartz, son 

of Doug and Briana 
Schwartz. Plans to attend 
Purdue University and study 
game development and 
design. 

SALUTATORIAN
Alivia Dalrymple, daugh-

ter of Robert and Shelby 
Dalrymple. Plans to attend 
Bethel University and study 
pre-medicine.

Schwartz Dalrymple

ANGOLA

HONOR GRADUATES
Ellory Aldred, daughter 

of Amy and Andy Aldred. 
Plans to attend the University 
of Alabama and study histo-
ry/political science.

Marcus Miller, son of Jan 
and Brian Miller. Plans to 
attend Indiana University and 
study human biology.

BELLMONT

TOP STUDENTS
Jara Hockemeyer, 

daughter of Jim and Amy 
Hockemeyer. Plans to attend 
Indiana University and study 
psychology.

Raylee LeMaster, daugh-
ter of Travis and Ashlee 
LeMaster. Plans to attend 
Indiana University and study 
pre-medicine.

Dominic Litchfield, 
son of Spencer and Renee 
Litchfield. Plans to attend 
Wabash College and study 
pre-medicine. 

Amadeo Ortiz, son 
of Kristen McAhren. Plans 
to attend the University of 
Michigan and study chemical 
engineering and material 
science.

Bryce 
Roop, son 
of Luke 
and Kathy 
Roop. Plans 
to attend 
Rose-Hulman 
Institute of 
Technology 
and study 
optical engi-
neering.

BISHOP 
DWENGER

VALEDICTORIAN
Jon David Ellis, son of 

Jon and Martha Ellis. Plans to 
attend the University of No-
tre Dame and study finance.

Salutatorian
Mallory Marie DeWald, 

daughter of Joseph and Gina 
DeWald. Plans to attend 
Indiana University and study 
biology/pre-med.

Aldred Miller

Hockemeyer LeMaster

Litchfield Ortiz

Roop

Li Zambrano

BISHOP LUERS

VALEDICTORIAN
Teddy McComb, son of 

Dave and Jennifer McComb. 
Plans to attend Purdue Uni-
versity and study nursing. 

SALUTATORIAN
Jane Schroeder, 

daughter of David and Linda 
Schroeder. Plans to attend 
Purdue University and study 
environmental and ecologi-
cal engineering.

BLACKHAWK 
CHRISTIAN

VALEDICTORIAN
Roselyn-Marie I. San-

chez, daughter of Jose and 
Patricia Sanchez. Plans to at-
tend the University of North 
Carolina and study biomedi-
cal engineering. 

SALUTATORIAN
Regan P. Miller, daugh-

ter of Jeff and Kendra Miller. 
Plans to attend Purdue Uni-
versity Fort Wayne.

BLUFFTON

CO-VALEDICTORIANS
Trey Steven Craighead, 

son of Eric and Annie Craig-
head. Plans to attend Purdue 
University Fort Wayne and 
study computer engineering.

Leslie Lucia Sprankles, 
daughter of Jerry Sprankles 
and Nicole Sprankles. Plans 
to attend Indiana University 
Kokomo and study medical 
imaging technology.

CANTERBURY

VALEDICTORIANS
Mingjia Li, daughter 

of Zhaodong Li and Haiping 
Wang. Plans to attend Johns 
Hopkins University and study 
public health.

Margarita Zambrano, 
daughter of Diana Diep 
and Raul Zambrano. Plans 
to attend Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and 
study mathematics.

SALUTATORIAN
Vonnia 

Anwar, 
daughter 
of Farhat 
Anwar-ul-
haq and Mu-
hammad 
Anwar-ul-
haq. Plans to 
attend Indi-
ana Universi-
ty and study neuroscience.
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Information for the listing of valedictorians 
and salutatorians in northeast Indiana and 
northwest Ohio is provided by the high 
schools listed. The Journal Gazette sent re-

quests to each high school and compiled names 
and photographs. Schools that responded are 
listed here. Schools that do not designate valedic-
torians and salutatorians sent names of their top 
students. Some schools had not named their top 
students in time to make the list.
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CLASS
A Journal Gazette salute  

to the top students of 2022

CARROLL

VALEDICTORIANS
Edwin Hysaw-Tsaw Ng, 

son of Peter Ng and Fei Han. 
Plans to attend Indiana Uni-
versity and study biology.

Emma Arliann Walker, 
daughter of Laura and Jim 
Walker. Plans to attend Ball 
State University and study 
bio-chemistry and psychol-
ogy.

SALUTATORIANS
Brandon Dang Ngo, son 

of Tien Ngo and Hien Dang. 
Plans to attend Indiana Uni-
versity and study chemistry.

Gabrielle Alaine Hanna, 
daughter of Jesse and Amy 
Hanna. Plans to attend 
Indiana University and study 
psychology.

Hanna

Ng

Ngo

CENTRAL 
NOBLE

TOP STUDENTS
Jackson 

Cordell 
Hoover, son 
of Cordell 
and Shawn 
Hoover. Plans 
to attend 
Purdue Uni-
versity and 
study cyber-
security.

Will Christian Hoover, 
son of Cordell and Shawn 
Hoover. Plans to attend Trine 
University and study business 
administration.

Aletha Faith Hoover, 
daughter of Cordell and 
Shawn Hoover. Plans to at-
tend Ball State University and 
study nursing.

Kolton David Bailey, 
son of Kyle and Kari Bailey. 
Plans to attend Huntington 
University and study agribusi-
ness management.

Seth Matthew Knepper, 
son of Matthew and Vickie 
Knepper. Plans to attend 
Trine University and study 
secondary education.

J. Hoover W. Hoover

A. Hoover Bailey

Knepper

CHURUBUSCO

VALEDICTORIAN
Lillian Marie Hile, 

daughter of Dan and Jana 
Hile. Plans to attend Indiana 
University and study law and 
public policy.

SALUTATORIAN
Morgan Schaefer, 

daughter of Loren and Lisa 
Schaefer. Plans to attend 
Purdue University and study 
nursing.

CONCORDIA

VALEDICTORIAN
Daniel Adair, son of 

Mark and Jennifer Adair. 
Plans to attend Purdue Uni-
versity and study biomedical 
engineering.

SALUTATORIAN
Nolan Labahn, son of 

John and Kristen Labahn. 
Plans to attend Indiana Uni-
versity and study finance.

EASTSIDE

TOP STUDENTS
Rowan Tinker, daugh-

ter of Angela and Jared 
Tinker. Plans to attend 
Purdue University and study 
pre-pharmacy.

Matthew Jacobs, son 
of Lisa Reinhart and Keith 
Jacobs. Plans to attend 
Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology and study chemi-
cal engineering.

FREMONT

VALEDICTORIAN
Ethan Bock, son of Jus-

tin and April Bock. Plans to 
attend Hillsdale College and 
study statistics.

SALUTATORIAN 
Logan Brooks, son 

of Daniel and Rhonda 
Brooks. Plans to attend 
Indiana University and study 
accounting.

HOMESTEAD

TOP STUDENTS
Carson 

Goeglein, 
son of Jeff 
and Sarah 
Goeglein.  
Plans to at-
tend Indiana 
University 
and study 
physics. 

Carolyn 
Chen, daughter of Yuan and 
Corina Chen. Plans to attend 
Harvard University and study 
statistics. 

Nathan Houser, son 
of Christopher and Heather 
Houser. Plans to attend Ce-
darville University and study 
mathematics. 

Mary Catherine 
Landrigan, daughter of An-
drew and Jennifer Landrig-
an. Plans to attend Purdue 
University Fort Wayne and 
study biology. 

Jared Sagan, son of Ja-
son and Eva Sagan. Plans to 
attend Purdue University and 
study engineering.

DEKALB

VALEDICTORIAN
Sophia Bell, daughter of 

David and Jennifer Bell. Plans 
to attend New York Universi-
ty and study drama.

SALUTATORIAN
Allison Kneller, daugh-

ter of Josh and Kelly Kneller. 
Plans to attend Miami Uni-
versity and study biology.

Hile Schaefer

Adair LaBahn

Bell Kneller

Tinker Jacobs

Bock Brooks

GARRETT

VALEDICTORIAN
Cayden Myers, son 

of Brent and Jennie My-
ers. Plans to attend Penn 
State’s World Campus and 
study digital multimedia 
design.

SALUTATORIAN
Faith Owen, daughter 

of Bud and Tracy Owen. 
Plans to attend Central Chris-
tian College of the Bible and 
study psychology. 

HAMILTON

VALEDICTORIAN
Meghyn McMullen, 

daughter of Kelsey and Bren-
dan McMullen. Plans to at-
tend Champlain College and 
study game art.

SALUATORIAN
Dawson Miller, son 

of Naomi and Brad Miller. 
Plans to attend Trine Univer-
sity and study psychology.

 

Myers Owen

McMullen Miller

HERITAGE

VALEDICTORIAN
Owen VanHorn, son of 

Kurt and Kelly VanHorn. 
Plans to attend the University 
of Notre Dame.

SALUTATORIAN
Wil Rohrback, son of 

Doane and Vilma Rohrbach. 
Plans to attend Purdue Uni-
versity and study biochem-
istry.

VanHorn Rohrback

Goeglein Chen

Houser Landrigan

Sagan

Walker

CORNERSTONE 

VALEDICTORIANS

Mallia Smiley, daugh-
ter of Ephraim and Aisha 
Smiley. Plans to attend Hope 
College and study biochemis-
try and molecular biology.

Olivia White, daugh-
ter of Caanan and Secily 
White. Plans to attend 
Columbus College of Art & 
Design and study animation 
and graphic design

SALUTATORIAN
Edyn 

Moore, 
daughter of 
Antonio and 
Sesamille 
Moore. Plans 
to attend 
Grace 
College 
and study 
business and 
theater.

 
 

Smiley White

Moore

EAST ALLEN 
UNIVERSITY

VALEDICTORIAN
Khain Nin Way, daugh-

ter of Sann Winn and Tin 
Tin Khaing. Plans to attend 
Swarthmore College and 
study pre-medicine and engi-
neering.

SALUTATORIAN
Swa Li Ha, daughter of 

Nu R Ma and Muhommad 
Abdul Hamid. Plans to at-
tend Purdue University Fort 
Wayne and study computer 
science.

Way Ha
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HUNTINGTON 
NORTH

VALEDICTORIAN
Dane 

Robert 
Blackburn, 
son of Kevin 
Daniel and 
Evie Marie 
Blackburn. 
Plans to 
attend 
Rose-Hull-
man Institute 
of Technology and study 
mechanical engineering.

SALUTATORIANS

Harrison Niswander, 
son of Cynthia Niswander 
and the late David Niswan-
der. Plans to attend Purdue 
University Fort Wayne and 
study computer science and 
mathematics.

Matthew Weill, son of 
Joe and Paula Weill. Plans to 
attend Trine University and 
study computer science.

LEO

VALEDICTORIAN
Lauren Bailey, daughter 

of David and Michelle Bailey. 
Plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Delaware and study 
neuroscience.

SALUTATORIAN
Renee Beaubien, 

daughter of Eric and Rebecca 
Beaubien. Plans to attend 
the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point.

Blackburn

Niswander Weill

Bailey Beaubien

TOP STUDENTS

NEW HAVEN

VALEDICTORIAN
Kylie Rowland, daugh-

ter of James and Kristy Row-
land. Plans to attend Trine 
University and study to be a 
physician assistant.

SALUTATORIAN
Jackson Kaiser, son of 

Jerry and Darla Keiser. Plans 
to attend Purdue University 
and study biomedical engi-
neering.

 

NORTH SIDE

VALEDICTORIAN
Mireya Monterroso, 

daughter of Jose E. Monter-
roso and Antonia Barrientos. 
Plans to attend the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame and 
study political science and 
economics.

SALUTATORIAN
Lucas Stout, son 

of Amy McClure. Plans to 
attend North Carolina State 
University of Engineering 
and study electrical engi-
neering.

 

NORTHROP

VALEDICTORIAN
Katie Nicole Smith, 

daughter of Matthew and 
Denise Smith. Plans to attend 
Purdue University and study 
biological engineering. 

SALUTATORIAN
Molly Elizabeth Bair, 

daughter of Brett Anthony 
and Carrie Leigh Bair. Plans 
to attend the University of 
Indianapolis.

SNIDER

VALEDICTORIAN
Jaiden Eastom, daughter 

of Brent and Nicole Eastom. 
Plans to attend Purdue Uni-
versity and study biochem-
istry.

SALUTATORIAN 
Hannah Mekaru, daugh-

ter of Steve and Karyn Me-
karu. Plans to attend Duke 
University and study biomed-
ical engineering.

SOUTH ADAMS

VALEDICTORIAN
Elizabeth Perry, daugh-

ter of Sherri Perry. Undecided 
on where to attend college, 
but plans to study environ-
mental science.

SALUTATORIAN
Isaac Gorrell, son of Rick 

and Tiffany Gorrell. Plans 
to attend Indiana Wesleyan 
University and study business 
and pre-law.

TIPPECANOE 
VALLEY

VALEDICTORIAN
Sydney Peterson, 

daughter of Mike and Sarah 
Peterson. Plans to attend Pur-
due University and study 
veterinary nursing.

SALUTATORIAN
Shane Wood, son of Jill 

and Raymond Wood. Plans to 
attend Trine University and 
study computer hardware 
engineering.

WAWASEE

VALEDICTORIAN
Taylor Cripe, daughter 

of  Andrew and Susan Cripe. 
Plans to attend DePauw 
University and study English 
literature

SALUTATORIAN
Kennedi Adkins, daugh-

ter of Randy and Sherri Ad-
kins. Plans to attend Purdue 
University and study political 
science.

SOUTH SIDE

VALEDICTORIAN
Alex Aylward, son 

of Thomas and Patricia Ayl-
ward. Plans to attend Purdue 
University and study engi-
neering.

SALUTATORIAN
Holden Robbins, son 

of Cortney Robbins and 
Whitney Stump and Jason 
Villarreal. Plans to attend 
Purdue University and study 
biology.

WAYNE

VALEDICTORIAN
Gabriel Vargas, son 

of Jennifer Boyle. Plans to 
attend Butler University.

SALUTATORIAN
Nicole Bunkowske, 

daughter of Tamara and Ted 
Hostetler. Plans to attend 
Huntington University and 
study math education.

SOUTHERN 
WELLS

VALEDICTORIAN
Rachel Bree Baumgartner, 

daughter of Nicholas and 
Leah Baumgartner. Plans to 
attend college to study either 
biology or education.

SALUTATORIAN
Elizabeth Kay Geisel, 

daughter of Tim and Donna 
Geisel. Plans to attend Ivy 
Tech and study business.

WOODLAN

VALEDICTORIAN
Kaylin Snyder, daughter 

of Aaron and Kelly Snyder. 
Plans to attend Purdue Uni-
versity Fort Wayne and study 
elementary education.

SALUTATORIAN
Ashton Widenhoefer, 

daughter of Jared and Mi-
chelle Widenhoefer. Plans to 
attend University of Toledo 
and study biology.
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OHIO
ANTWERP

VALEDICTORIANS
Kate Farr, daughter 

of Richard and Melanie 
Farr. Plans to attend Ball 
State University and study 
journalism and political sci-
ence or public relations.

Nathan Dunstan, son of 
Jeff and Elizabeth Dun-
stan. Plans to attend the 
University of Toledo and 
study chemical or mechanical 
engineering.

Gaige McMichael, son 
of Scott and Courtenay 
McMichael. Plans to attend 
Ohio State University and 
study computer engineering.

Kennadi Recker, daugh-
ter of Dennis and Lisa Reck-
er. Plans to attend Bowling 
Green State University and 
study nursing.

AYRESVILLLE

VALEDICTORIAN
Sydney Becher, daugh-

ter of Brian and Lisa Becher. 
Plans to attend Ohio State 
University and study chemi-
cal engineering.

SALUTATORIAN
Hayden Dales, son of 

Christopher and Shellie 
Dales. Plans to attend the 
University of Findlay and 
study exercise science and 
health care management.

BRYAN

TOP STUDENTS
Ethan Psurny, son 

of Scott Psurny and Hol-
ly Norman. Plans to at-
tend Bowling Green State 
University and study mathe-
matics education.

Katherine Seaman, 
daughter of Glen and 
Therese Seaman. Plans to 
attend Ohio State University 
and study chemistry.

Brooke Taylor, daugh-
ter of Rick and Julie Taylor. 
Plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Toledo and study 
speech-language pathology.

Allison Zimmerman, 
daughter of TJ and Carrie 
Zimmerman, plans to attend 
Miami University and study 
middle childhood education.

TINORA

VALEDICTORIANS
Jordyn Hoffman, daugh-

ter of Brad and Nicole 
Hoffman. Plans to attend the 
University of Cincinnati and 
study pre-dentistry.

Quinn Horn, daughter 
of Tom and Holli Horn. Plans 
to attend Muskingum Col-
lege and pursue a degree in 
the medical field.

EDGERTON

VALEDICTORIANS
Karissa Merillat, 

daughter of Keith and Jawn 
Merillat. Plans to attend Hun-
tington University and study 
accounting.

Cole Meyer, son of Jere-
mie and Kim Meyer. Plans to 
attend Purdue University Fort 
Wayne and study mechanical 
engineering.

Hannah Nihart, daughter 
of Randy and Britte Nihart. 
Plans to attend Eastern Ken-
tucky University and study 
criminal justice.

Holly Stark, daughter 
of Brian and Kim Stark. Plans 
to attend Ohio State Univer-
sity and study chemistry.

SALUTATORIAN
Chloe 

Merillat, 
daughter 
of Keith and 
Jawn Meril-
lat. Plans to 
attend Taylor 
University 
and study 
elementary 
education.

EDON

VALEDICTORIANS
Olivia 

Mitchell, 
daughter 
of Mike and 
Jamie Mitch-
ell. Plans 
to attend 
Kent State 
University 
and study 
nursing.

Allison Kaylor, daughter 
of Burke and Rachel Kaylor. 
Plans to attend Kent State 
University and study finance 
and accounting.

Ashley Kaylor, daugh-
ter Burke and Rachel Kaylor. 
Plans to attend Kent State 
University and study exer-
cise science and pre-physical 
therapy.

SALUTATORIAN
Natalie 

Spackman, 
daughter 
of Jordan 
and Dan-
nielle Spack-
man. Plans 
to attend 
Mercy Col-
lege of Ohio 
and study 
nursing.

CRESTVIEW

TOP STUDENTS
Ellie Vining, daughter 

of Michael and Brooke Vin-
ing. Plans to attend Miami 
University and study nursing.

Maisee Short, daughter 
of Jeff and Leigh Short. Plans 
to attend Miami University 
and study psychology and art 
therapy.

FAIRVIEW

VALEDICTORIANS
Andrea Macsay, daugh-

ter of Greg and Sarah 
Macsay. Planst to attend St. 
Mary’s College in St. Mary’s, 
Kansas, and study philosophy 
and theology.

Ethan Underwood, son 
of Dawn Goeltzenleuchter 
and Tyson Underwood. Plans 
to attend the University of 
Findlay and study exercise sci-
ence for health professions.

LINCOLNVIEW

TOP STUDENTS
Owen Harris, son of 

Jason and Jennifer Harris. 
Plans to attend Wright State 
University and study criminal 
justice studies. 

Carson Fox, son of Todd 
and Laura Fox. Plans to at-
tend Ohio Wesleyan Universi-
ty and study physics.

MONTPELIER

VALEDICTORIAN
Parker Kreischer, 

son of Kerry and Patrick 
Kreischer. Plans to attend Mi-
ami University.

SALUTATORIAN
Kaden Cummins, son 

of Chris and Andrea Cum-
mins. Plans to attend Hun-
tington University and study 
psychology and social work.

PAULDING

VALEDICTORIAN
Paige Jones, daughter 

of Brian and Rachel Eg-
nor and the late Andrew 
Jones. Plans to attend Miami 
University and study data 
science and statistics.

SALUTATORIAN
Taelyn Etzler, daughter 

of Chris and Stacie Etzler. 
Plans to attend Northwest 
State Community College 
and study graphic design.
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