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Life, liberty and the pursuit of puzzles

COREY MCMAKEN
The Journal Gazette

As the nation prepares to celebrate 250 years July 4, we have prepared some puzzles and trivia to help
the young (and the young at heart, of course) explore the history of the United States.

cmcmaken@jg.net
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PATRIOTIC WORD SEARCH

Find the listed words in the grid. Words can be found in any direction.
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REVOLUTIONARY MAZE

To complete this maze, pass through some key moments of the American Revolutionary War in chronological order. Dates are from a timeline on the Museum of the American Revolution’s

website. To see more, go to timeline.amrevmuseum.org.

April 19,1775

The Battles of Lexing-
ton and Concord in
Massachusetts are the
first military engage-
ment of the Revolution.

June 19,1775

George Washington issues
his first orders as com-
mander-in-chief of the
“Troops of the United Prov-
inces of North America.”

Oct. 17,1777

early 1778.

After failing to cut off New
England, British Gen. John
Burgoyne surrenders at
Saratoga, a turning point
that helps convince France
to openly ally with the U.S. in

Oct. 71780

Loyalist forces are cap-
tured in the Battle of Kings
Mountain, halting the
British invasion of North
Carolina.

July 4,1776

The Declaration of Indepen-
dence is announced after
the Second Continental
Congress voted July 2 to

sever ties with Great Britain.

Dec. 25,1776

Washington crosses the
Delaware River with his
troops for a surprise attack
in Trenton, New Jersey.

Sept. 3,1783
The signing of the Trea-

ty of Paris ends the
war as Great Britain
recognizes American
independence.
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STATETRIVIA

After declaring independence from Great Britain in 1776, the 13 colonies organized under the Articles of Confederation. They then
ratified the Constitution between 1787 and 1790, becoming the first states.

In chronological order, they were Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maryland, South
Carolina, New Hampshire, Virginia, New York, North Carolina and Rhode Island. Can you answer these trivia questions about other

states, based on information from Congress.gov?

Which was the 14th state to join the Union, on March 4,
17917

A. Kentucky

B. Vermont

C. Tennessee

D. Florida

Ohio was admitted to the Union on March 1 of what year?
A. 1972

B. 1976

C. 1803

D. 1812

Indiana joined the Union on Dec. 11, 1816, making it which
number state to do so?

A. 19th

B. 20th

C.21st

D. 22nd

President James Madison, who signed the resolution admit-
ting Indiana as a state, also signed an act admitting what
state in 18127
A. Missouri
B. Wisconsin
C. Louisiana
D. Arkansas

Michigan became the 26th state on January 26, 1837, after

accepting conditions from Congress that included ceding
the disputed city of Toledo to Ohio. It would also gain much of
its Upper Peninsula in the newly defined borders. The compro-
mise was rejected in a first state convention in September 1836
and approved by a second convention in December. The second

gathering is known as what?

A. The Frostbitten Convention
B. The Wolverine Convention
C. The Great Lakes Convention
D. The Ann Arbor Convention

The three states after Indiana were admitted in December on
three consecutive years. Which of these is not one of those
three?
A. Maine
B. Mississippi
C. Illinois
D. Alabama

Each of the pairings below were admitted in the same month,
but which two states were admitted on the same day, Nov. 2,
18897
A. Montana and Washington
B. North Dakota and South Dakota
C. Idaho and Wyoming

This state, admitted on Feb. 14, 1912, was the last of the
“lower 48” to join.

A. New Mexico

B. Arizona

C. Oklahoma

D. Utah

Alaska and Hawaii are the 49th and 50th states. What year
were they admitted (Jan. 3 for Alaska; Aug. 21 for Hawaii)?
A. 1949
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ANSWERS
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B. 1950

C. 1953

D. 1959
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