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Matt Hughes
Over the weekend, Webster County honored our fallen heroes during events in Blackford, 
Dixon and Providence. Pictured here are the memorial crosses on the lawn of the Courthouse.

BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

This edition marks an anniversary 
for The Journal-Enterprise, which 
officially turns 119 this week. 

Of course that date is the one that was 
selected by the owners many years 
ago, and as the newspaper is actually a 
conglomeration of three different Webster 
County newspapers, it technically has 
three separate founding dates.

The paper began using its current name 
on July 1, 1943, when then publisher 

of “The Providence Enterprise”, James 
LaMarr Bradley, purchased the ‘Dixon 
Journal’ and merged the two papers into 
one. It has maintained that monicker ever 
since, except for a brief period from July 
26 to Aug. 2, 1973, when then publisher 
Edd Hust merged The J-E with the “Clay 
Tribune.” For that one week the paper 
was published as The Journal-Enterprise 
Tribune.

But the history of the paper can be 
traced back much further than that, to 
July 10, 1885. It was on that date the 

Volume One Issue One of The Providence 
Index was published. The Library of 
Congress records that as the date of the 
first official newspaper to be printed in 
Webster County.

“The Index”, which was founded by 
William S. David, lasted less than two 
years, but it created a market for news in 
Webster County that still exists today.

Following the Index’s failure around 
1887, David and J.A. Ruby launched 
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Providence Municipal Golf and 
Recreation Center (PMGRC) 
is gearing up for another sum-
mer of fun and activities, includ-
ing eleven golf tournaments 
between now and the end of 
the summer season, the even-
tual opening of the city’s public 
pool and of course the annual 
Providence July 4th Celebration. 
City officials are also hoping that 
before summer is over, a new 
restaurant could be open and the 
facility.

PMGRC, located at the inter-
section of US 41A and Highway 
120 in Providence, has been a 
public facility since being pur-
chased by the city of Providence 
in 2010 for $315,000. The deal 
came about after the bank hold-
ing liens on the former Provi-
dence Golf and Country Club 
threaten to foreclose on loans 
against the property. BY MATT HUGHES

EDITOR

Just like the Webster County 
High School Class of 2021 who 
received their diplomas on Fri-
day night in Dixon, nine years 
ago Clay-native 
J e r e m y  F r e d -
erick took that 
same walk. Lit-
tle did he know 
on that day that 
he was star ting 
a  jour ney that 
would take him 
f r o m  We b s t e r 
County to New 
York, and even see him cross 
paths with the famous Doctor 
Oz on his way to graduating 
from Columbia Medical School.

Following his high school 
graduation, Frederick heading 
to Lexington.

“At that point, I was already 
somewhat sure I wanted to pur-
sue medicine and so I enrolled 
as a pre-med Biology major,” 
said Frederick. “That’s a huge 
learning track at UK so I was 
surrounded by people with sim-
ilar goals who were very sup-
portive, albeit competitive.”

During his pre-med studies, 
he met his wife in one of his 
classes.

“I initially also wanted to 
attend medical school at UK 
but applied to many others 
to be cautious,” he stated. “I 
never thought I  would get 
a spot at Columbia Univer-
sity, but once they of fered, I 
couldn’t say no. In the summer 
of 2016, my wife and I moved to 
New York City.”
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Job seekers will have an opportunity 
to meet with potential employers next 
week as the annual Hopkins County Job 

Expo returns to the Ballard Convention 
Center in Madisonville on June 8.

This year’s event features immediate 
openings for some 1,100 jobs in the area, 
including vocational rehab, factory work, 

teaching and military opportunities. 
Individuals seeking jobs are invited 

to attend the event, which will be held 
at the Ballard Center on June 8 from 
10 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Contact Matt Hughes at matt@
journalenterprise.com or 270-667-2069.

BY STAFF REPORT
PADUCAH — Paxton Media 

Group, owner of The Jour-
nal-Enterprise, announced last 
Wednesday the purchase of 
Landmark Community Newspa-
pers LLC, a chain of daily and 
weekly newspapers based in 
Shelbyville, Kentucky.

The deal finalized this week 
includes purchase of all 47 news-
papers in the Landmark chain, 
including The Cats’ Pause, a 
popular UK Wildcats sports pub-
lication.

“We are very excited to add 
these newspapers into the PMG 
portfolio,” said Jamie Paxton, 
PMG president and CEO. “PMG 
believes strongly in the value of 
local newspapers and the vital 
role they play in the communi-
ties that they serve. We appre-
ciate Landmark choosing us to 
be the new stewards of these 
important community assets.”
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