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WEDNESDAY
Mostly cloudy
High: 68   Low: 58

THURSDAY
Chance of rain
High: 69   Low: 56

FRIDAY
Showers likely
High: 65   Low: 48

SATURDAY
Chance of rain
High: 55   Low: 41
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If 2020 proved anything, 
it was that there is more 
demand now than ever before 

for reliable high speed inter-
net. As students tried to 
adjust to attending classes 
from home, many adults were 
forced to work from home 
and streaming video explod-
ing into the country’s largest 
source for home enter tain-
ment, many people in rural 
areas found themselves stuck 
having to make due with  
sub-par internet service.

Most residents looking to 
find solutions are left scratch-
ing their heads. Those who 
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When it comes to local poli-
tics, there may not have been a 
more polarizing figure in Web-
ster County than long time Prov-
idence mayor William “Chris” 
Villines, who lost his battle with 
cancer on Sunday.

He came from a line of local 
residents who participated in the 
administration of the city of Prov-
idence — grandfather served 
several years as the Providence 
Fire Chief and his Uncle served 

as the Providence Police Chief 
— so it was likely no surprise 
that he too would eventually get 
involved in the city.

Villines, a coal miner by 
trade, entered the world of poli-
tics in January of 1976 when he 
was sworn in as a newly elect-
ed member of the Providence 
City Council. One year later he 
took on the mantle of mayor, 
a position he would keep a 
firm grip on until he resigned 

Former Providence 
mayor dies at 75

Villines served two decades 
in the city’s top position

J-E archives
William “Chris” Villines pictured 
during his campaign for Provi-
dence mayor in the fall of 1976.

High-speed internet 
option still limited for 
most county residents
GRADD hoping 

to see wireless 
network in area 
grow under new 

management

SUBMITTED PHOTO
A map showing the locations of WATCH/ConnectGRADD wireless 
internet towers currently in Webster County. Blue towers, according 
to GRADD, have been updated and are capable of video-streaming 
speeds. Red towers are capable of line-of-site near video-streaming 
speeds. The black tower near Vanderburg has yet to be updated, 
and the purple tower in Providence cannot be updated.

BULLDOGS HONORED FOR 
SUCCESS AT GOVERNOR’S CUP

Photo by Matt Hughes
Providence academic team members were recognized at Monday night’s Webster County School Board 
meeting as winners of the 2021 District Governor’s Cup. Students who recieved awards were: MATH — 3rd 
place: Wyatt Wade and 1st place: Braden Williams; SCIENCE — 5th place: Javonte Messamore and 3rd 
place: Braden Williams; SOCIAL STUDIES — 5th place: Kynlyn Hatchett, 3rd place: Brianna Adamson and 
1st place: Jasper Irvin; ARTS AND HUMANITIES — 5th place: Javonte Messamore, 4th place: Kynlyn 
Hatchett and 3rd place: Caylee WIlliams; LANGUAGE ARTS — 4th place: Miley Davis and 2nd place: Wyatt 
Wade; and COMPOSITION — 3rd place: Miley Davis and Caylee Williams (tied). Providence also won the 
Quick Recall contest.
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A bill currently making its way through the 
Kentucky Legislature would pave the way for stu-
dents who feel they have been negatively impact-
ed by the COVID-19 shutdown to repeat the 
current school year, and Webster County School 
officials are already taking a look at how that 
could impact local schools.

Senate Bill 128 (SB128) passed with a 36-0 vote 
and moved on to the state house of representatives 

on March 3. The bill creates a waiver system by 
which students or parents can make the argument 
that any child in grades K-12 needs to repeat the 
current school year. The repeated school year 
would be considered a “supplemental” year.

“But its a local board decision,” Superintendent 
Rhonda Callaway reported on Monday night, stat-
ing that how such requests were handled would 
be up to the board to approve. They could do 
each student individually, or they could designate 
the superintendent and/or the school principals 
to review the requests.

One area of the bill that is being most closely 
watched is how it will affect high school sports. 
Under Kentucky High School Athletic Association 
(KHSAA) guidelines, once a student begins the 
ninth grade, they only have four years of eligibility 
to play high school sports. But the KHSAA has 
agreed to allow students claiming a supplemental 
year a fifth year of eligibility.

That means that student athletes who are sup-
posed to graduate in May can claim a supplemen-
tal year and come back to play again next season, 
as long as they will not turn 20 by the end of the 
school year.

“We don’t want to deny any student their pas-
sion for athletics, but they have to understand, 
it comes with the full package,” Callaway said. 

Senate bill would allow students 
to repeat current school year

High school athletes could 
get fifth year of eligibility
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The COVID-19 vaccine will 
soon be available at three of 
Health First CHC’s clinics, 
including Providence, but res-
idents looking to get the vac-
cine locally may still be waiting 
quite a while before they have 
the opportunity, according to 
the company’s Jack Merrill.

Health First’s Chief Operat-
ing Officer told members of the 
Providence Council last week 
that the Webster County-based 
company had been given the 
green light by the state to begin 
giving about 100 doses of the 
vaccine per week at their Prov-
idence, Princeton and Calhoun 
clinics. However, the company 
already has around 900 people 
in the 1A and 1B groups on a 
waiting list, meaning it could be 
the end of April or first of May 
before they can begin to look at 
adding to that list.

For those people wanting to 
get the vaccine sooner, Mer-
rill urges them to be patient 

and proactive.
“If you are looking for the 

vaccine, they are probably not 
going to be reaching out to 
you,” he said. “You will proba-
bly have to find out who has it 
and get yourself on a list.”

He stated that Baptist Health, 
Deaconess Hospital, Caldwell 
Medical Center and Walgreens, 
as well as area health depart-
ments, were all approved vacci-
nation sites that may have open-
ings to fit interested parties in 
sooner.

According to Merrill, Health 
First was selected as a vaccina-
tion location following the suc-
cessful distribution of some 822 
doses of the COVID-19 vaccine 
in January.

“We received the vaccine in 
January,” he reported. “We had 
no knowledge that they were 
coming until they showed up. 
Then we were notified that we 
only had seven days to give all 
of the doses out.”
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On Thursday, the Webster 
County Sherif f Depar tment 
responded to a call of a two 
vehicle accident in Sebree, 
resulting in the arrest of one 
man for DUI.

According to Deputy Nathan 
Stinchcomb, at around 7 p.m. 
on Thursday, March 4, Robert 
L. Forker of Sebree was trav-
eling north of U.S. 41 when he 
met a vehicle traveling on the 
wrong side of the road with no 
headlights on. Forker reported-
ly veered into the opposite lane 
to avoid a head-on collision, but 
was unavailable to completely 

avoid the other vehicle.
Forker told deputies that 

following the accident, the 
second vehicle continued on 
and turned onto East Web-
ster Street. He made chase, 
eventually blocking the sec-
ond vehicle with his own and 
taking the keys away from the 
second driver.

The driver of the second 
vehicle, Gaspar Diego, did not 
speak English and a translator 
was required. He was charged 
with a DUI.

Contact Matt Hughes at  
matt@journalenterprise.com  
or 270-667-2069.

Health First approved 
as vaccination center

DUI arrest made in Sebree
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