
A tip about possible illegal 
activity in the parking lot of Ware 
Trucking in Providence led to the 
arrest of two individuals on drug 
charges on Nov. 27.

Chief Todd Jones repor ted 
that as he and Offi cer Isaac Frias 
arrived on the scene at 8:50 a.m., 

David L Scarbrough, 59 of Burna 
(Crittenden County), was attempt-
ing to leave. Offi cers stopped him 
for questioning and discovered 
that he was in possession of a con-
tainer with a baggie inside that 
was suspected to contain metham-
phetamine.

A second suspect ,  Mark 
Menser, 49 of Providence, was 

present along with Doyle Ware, 
the owner of Ware Trucking.

Menser was found to be in pos-
session of Methamphetamine that 
was hidden in a hollowed out con-
tainer disguised as a large bolt. 
In addition, he had items of para-
phernalia in his possession includ-
ing two syringes.

Menser and Scarbrough were 

both arrested and transported to 
the Webster County Detention 
Center.

Ware was not charged.
Scarbrough told police that he 

had previously been in trouble 
for multiple felony drug convic-
tions and was unsure if he was 
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Mexican cusine retur ned 
to Providence last week when 
Conquistadores opened for 
business in the former La Casa 
building on Westerfield Drive.

T h e  b u s i -
ness is owned 
b y  A p o l i n a r 
Mendez ,  co -
owner of Los 
Agave’s Mexi-
c a n  R e s t a u -
r a n t ,  a  s u c -
cessful chain 
with locations 
in  Eddyv i l l e 
and Princeton.

Conquista -
dores is open 
s e v e n  d a y s 
a week from 
11 a.m. until 
9 p.m. Those 

hours may be adjusted later, 
depending on demand.

Daily lunch specials are 
available from 11 a.m. until 3 
p.m. and include the Express 
Lunch for just $3.25.

Providence’s newest Mexi-
can restaurant replaces La 
Casa, which closed unexpec-
tidly in mid-September.

Reach MATT HUGHES at 270-667-
2068 or matt@journalenterprise.com.

Mexican 
restaurant 
open for 
business
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 Providence City Council members 
voted unanimously on Monday night to 
proceed with a proposal to purchase the 
former Parker-Warner Historic Muse-
um on South Broadway. The purchase 
will reportedly be completed for $1.

Local residents Nancy Palmer and 
Sharon Hobgood presented a proposal 
to the council on Monday for the city 
to purchase the museum, and then cre-
ate a museum board which would be in 
charge of securing funding to operate it.

“Many historical towns promote 
their history through museums,” Palm-

er said, reading from a prepared state-
ment. “Providence is very fortunate 
because although the museum has not 
been open and utilized in the last few 
years, we still have a signifi cant history 
in an easily accessible site.”

SEE MUSEUM/PAGE A3
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An annual holiday tradition in 
Providence will move forward with 
a little more somber feeling this 
year, as organizers gear up to host 
the 2019 Jingle Jog 5K.

Held each year to raise funds for 
the Arthritis Foundation, the Jingle 
Jog was created and organized by 
the family of Providence resident 
Rylan Elder, a WCHS student who 
has suffered from arthritis since 
birth. This year’s event will be even 
more special as it is being held in 
honor of Rylan’s father, Jeremy 
Elder, who lost his life in an accident 
at Warrior Coal earlier this year.

Jeremy Elder was a Jingle Jog 
committee member and ran in the 
race every year.

Rylan Elder was born at 32 
weeks and spent the first three 
weeks of his life in the hospital. 
When he was 4, he was tested for 
allergies and was found to be aller-
gic to 13 different foods. At 5, his 
family noticed one day that he was 
walking funny and his knee was 
swollen. He had just started play-
ing soccer, so his parents initially 
thought it was a sports injury.

Numerous doctors appoint-
ments later an MRI revealed that 
he suffered from arthritis.

“He had been doing pretty good 
until a few months ago,” said his 
mother, Kristi Elder. “About three 
weeks after Jeremy’s accident, we 
found out his arthritis has flared 
back up and pretty signifi cantly.”

She explained that he had been 
off all of his arthritis medicine until 
the fl are-up, which sent him back 
to the doctor. The pain has been 
particularly bad in his right ankle 
and foot, as well as his right hand 
and most of his fi ngers.

“The doctor was afraid he had 

bone damage but he didn’t,” Kristi 
Elder said. “His rheumatologist 
doesn’t see how he walks down the 
halls at school, much less partici-

pate in PE and write in class. He 
has done all of this without special 
assistance or complaint.”

His doctor also fears that the 
arthritis might have spread to his 
spine, which would be a new devel-
opment.

“People don’t understand what 
he goes through,” Kristi Elder said. 
“With everything else he has a lot 
on his shoulders.”

Registration for the 2019 Jingle 
Jog will begin Saturday at Registra-
tion begins at 7:30 a.m. in the Provi-
dence city park. Entry fee is $20 
for the fi rst runner in the 5K Run/
Walk, and $10 for each additional 
family member who enters.

Reach MATT HUGHES at 270-667-
2068 or matt@journalenterprise.com.
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Charitable gaming results 
in $3,000 in donations

Mark 
Menser

David L 
Scarbrough

CONQUISTADORES

The business 
is owned by 
Apolinar 
Mendez, 
co-owner of 
Los Agave’s 
Mexican 
Restaurant, 
a successful 
chain with 
locations in 
Eddyville and 
Princeton.

Above: The Providence VFW and VFW Auxillary pre-
sented checks on Monday from their charitable gam-
ing operation that opened earlier this year. Some 
$3,000 were presented on Tuesday to a pair of local 
chairties. The Providence Community Food Bank was 
awarded a check for $1,000, while Webster County 
Caring for Neighbors was given a $2,000 check for 
the Christmas Angel Program, which sponsors Christ-
mas for some 313 local children. Pictured at the food 
bank are, from left, post commander Mike Whit� eld, 
food bank director Chip Palmer, VFW auxillary presi-
dent Judy Whit� eld, VFW senior vice president Greg 
Trader and assistant food bank director Keith Farrell.

Left: Pictured, 
from left, 
are VFW senior 
vice president 
Greg Trader, 
Melea Ramin 
with Webster 
County Caring 
for Neighbors, 
VFW auxillary 
presidentJudy 
Whit� eld and 
VFW post com-
mander Mike 
Whit� eld.

Photos provided 
by Derek Sorrells

The annual Jingle Jog 5K is held 
yearly by Rylan Elder and his fami-
ly to help raise money for the 
Arthritis Foundation.

Photos provided

This year’s event will be held in 
honor of Jeremy Elder, the father 
of Rylan Elder, who was killed in a 
mining accident at Warrior Coal 
earlier this year.


