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Mask order sparks heated debate at meeting
Decision to require face coverings allowed to stand
BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

On Friday, Webster County
Schools superintendent Rhonda Callaway announced that
masks would be required for all
students and staff when schools
resume in the county next week,
a decision that resulted in some
heated debate during Monday’s
meeting of the Webster County
Board of Education.

Initially, both board members
James Nance and Tim McCormick questioned Callaway’s decision to make the announcement
without first discussing it with
board members.
“Who gave you that authority?” McCormick asked. “Who
actually has that authority?”
Callaway explained that while
most of the districts in the state
were leaving that decision up to

COVID-19
relief funds
available for
food, housing
and utilities

board members, she had felt that
personally taking the heat for
making the decision would take
some pressure off of the board.
“I did not vote on this,”
Nance said. “I will vote ever y
time to follow the Health
Depar tment’s guidelines, but
I do not want my name on it
when I did not vote on it.”
Both men went on to question
what they described as a lack

of leadership at the state level,
leaving some 170 districts in
the state to decide what to do
on their own, resulting in some
vastly dif ferent approaches to
the upcoming school year.
Callaway suggested that the
board could bring the topic to a
vote if members felt that was necessary, but neither McCormick
nor Nance pushed for such a vote.
“I think this should be a free
country,” said McCormick. “You
should be able to do what you
want. We can’t, but I think we

should be able to. You’re taking
the choice away from the parents.”
“I lived through the measles, mumps and polio,” said
Nance. “It wasn’t a choice. I had
to have the vaccines. I believe
in the freedom of choice until
your choice begins to interfere
with me. When your carelessness makes me sick, or puts me
at risk of dying. Then I have a
problem.”
SEE MASK/PAGE A5

Boles addresses guests at Farm Bureau meeting

BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

Webster County residents in need will
soon have an opportunity to seek COVID19 relief funds to help them with food,
housing and utilities.
The Webster County Fiscal Cour t
approved a resolution on Monday that
will allow some $200,000 in funding to be
passed on from the state to Audubon Area
Community Services for the cost of utilities.
Residents can apply to Audubon Area
through their Dixon office. If they qualify,
the funds can be used to pay gas, water
and electric bills to any provider in Webster County.
The county also has $1,400 in funding
for residents in need of money for food
and shelter. Individuals may qualify for
up to $100. To apply for these funds, they
should contact Judge Executive Steve
Henr y’s of fice at the Webster County
Courthouse.
Contact Matt Hughes at matt@
journalenterprise.com or 270-667-2069

County looks
to maintain
property tax rate
BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

Webster County Fiscal Court will seek
to freeze the property tax rate for 202122, allowing the county to see an increase
in revenue while not raising taxes on
local taxpayers.
Each year, magistrate must set a county tax rate, which will be passed on to
property owners. Under state law, the fiscal court can choose to lower the rate or
adopt the compensating rate with a simple majority vote. The compensating rate
takes the current tax base into account,
and allows the county to collect approximately the same amount of revenue as
the previous fiscal year.
The compensating rate is tied directly
to the county’s tax base. If the base goes
SEE COUNTY/PAGE A5
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Matt Hughes

Webster County Farm Bureau Board President Bo Boles addresses guests at the organization’s annual meeting at the Annex in
Dixon on Friday. See more images from the event on Page A6.

Dixon Commission handles busy agenda
City hoping to use
COVID-19 relief funds
to help local businesses
BY CHEZNEY CARRIER

The city of Dixon has received
$114,000 in funds from The Coronavir us Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security Act (CARES Act) this year,
and officials are looking for a way to
use that money to assist those in the
community in need.
Due to Eviction Bans and Moratoriums put in place by the federal and
state governments, many local landowners with rental proper ties have
not only been unable to receive rent
payments, they also are being left
with astronomical unpaid water bills.
On Monday, Dixon city of ficials
discussed taking a por tion of those
funds and using them to cr eate
grants or loans that could be used to
help local landlords.
Those funds would also be available to all local businesses that can
show how COVID-19 has af fected
their income, including sole proprietorships, LLCs, independent con-

tractors and more.
The funds will also be used to
help with residential bills, possible
donations to local food banks or food
voucher’s, repairs to the bathroom at
Baker Park and city improvements to
encourage and create more tourism.
Hunter Phillips with GRADD will
be coming to review the needs of the
city and letting of ficials know what
the funds are qualified to cover.
Additionally, the city is hoping to
be able to use funds to repair sidewalks in Dixon.
The city will make a list of top
priority areas and what needs to be
done for repairs from general lawn
care, to having cer tain sidewalks
ground down and evened out.
On Monday, Aug. 16, 2021, the city
will be having a meeting in the Dixon
City Hall building at 6 p.m. to categorize all the needs of the community and
make a budget of how to best utilize
the funds that are being granted.
Code Enforcement announced that
repairs were made to the Clayton
Avenue Entrance, Woodland Acres,
and Lakeview Drive to Highway 983.
Highway 132 repair work will begin
on August 23, and the city will be
ordering more rings for the project.

Wa t e r U s a g e w e n t d o w n t h i s
month to 13.71% after the leak across
the street from the church on 41A
and a leaking fire hydrant were both
repaired.
A residential home on Highway
247 is looking at having to pay a
sizeable fine so the city plans on
reaching out and discussing ways to
resolve the issue with the owner.
The city of Dixon has successfully
installed cameras at Baker Park and
have multiple people who will review
the footage randomly throughout the
day.
The 2021 Tax Rate for Real Property will be either a .137 Compensating
Rate, or 4% .138 rate increase. The
Tax Rate for Personal Proper ty will
be looking at a 0.30 compensating
rate.
The committee will review these
rates and make a final decision at the
next commissioners meeting.
Matt Cobb was approved to ser ve
as the delegate for the City of Dixon
to represent the community at the
Kentucky Rural Water Association
Water Seminar.
The next monthly Commissioners
meeting for the City of Dixon will be
September 13, 2021, at 6 p.m.

