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Masks will continue to be worn 
in Webster County schools, at least 
while the county and in fact most of 
the state remains firmly in the red 
according to the statewide COVID-19 
ranking metric, despite a move by 
state law makers last week to scrap 
the Kentucky Board of Education’s 

long term mask mandate.
“We believe that what we currently 

have in place will allow us to keep 
our doors open,” said Superintendent 
Rhonda Callaway. “I’m recommend-
ing that we maintain masking.”

Board member James Nance, who 
has previously said that he supports 
a mask requirement in local schools, 
ask that school board members me 

allowed to vote on the masking mea-
sure.

“I would like the board to take 
the position that the legislation has 
kicked the can down the road,” he 
said. “I think this is our responsibility. 
We need to be responsible.”

Pandemic response plans must be 
finalized by the end of next week. If 
board members are to vote on wheth-

er or not to require masks, they will 
have to do so in a special called ses-
sion that has yet to be scheduled.

In overturning the KBE regulation, 
legislators deferred to House Bill 1 
(HB1), passed earlier this year, which 
gives local boards of education the 
authority to design and enact their 
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When Heather Vance, an 
employee at the Sebree Sub-
way, stepped outside to take a 
fifteen minute break on Thurs-
day afternoon, she had no idea 
that her actions over the next 
few moments would change 
someone else’s life forever. 
But that was exactly what hap-
pened.

According to Sebree Police 
Chief William Braden, it was 
another average day in the city 
of Sebree. Semi trucks and 
other traf fic heading nor th 
and south on US 41 passes in 
a never ended flow of vehicles. 
CSX trains blew threw town 
on the rail line located around 
three hundred yards away. 
Customers came and went 
from Subway, the tobacco shop 
and the bank just like they did 
every other day.

Upon seeing a city employee 
and an inmate spraying weeds, 
Braden pulled into a nearby 
parking lot for a chat. As the 
the chief was talking with the 
city worker, Vance caught his 
attention.

“She said, ‘Did you hear 
that? Someone was yelling for 
help,’ ” Braden said.

Chief Braden had not heard 
anything. Neither had the city 
employee he was talking to or 
the inmate that was working 
with him. In fact, it seemed 
that none of the customers 
coming in and out of the busi-
nesses in the area had heard 
anything either.

Vance, however, was ada-
ment that she had heard some-
one calling for help, so Braden 
and the city employee went to 
investigate.

Some 300 yards, or the 
length of three football fields 
away, a man was found laying 
on the ground in a creek bed 
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As Senate Bill 3 (SB3) was 
being debate on the floor of the 
state house last Friday during 
a special called pandemic relat-

ed legislative ses-
sion, State Rep-
resentative Jim 
Gooch of Prov-
idence issued a 
statement con-
demning a recent 
nationwide man-
date issued by 
P r e s i d e n t  J o e 
Biden.

“As we debate 
this bill, I think most of us, espe-
cially on my side of the aisle, 
understand that one thing we 
have to do is try to be consis-
tent,” Gooch said. “Consistent in 
the fact that we want to protect 
people as much as we can.”

He went on to say that he, 
and many of his colleagues do 
believe in mandates, adding that 
he had been wearing a mask 
most of the time that he had 
been back in Frankfort for the 
special called session.

“What I am seeing that is 
really bothering me is that not 
everywhere are we seeing that 
kind of consistency,” he said. 
“Just today the President of 
the United States made a list 
of requirements, whether it be 
vaccine requirements and other 

BY STAFF REPORT
A Providence couple were 

arrested on Monday after police 
executed a search warrant in 
their home. They 
w e r e  c h a r g e d 
with multiple drug 
charges, as well as 
unlawful transac-
tion with a minor 
after drugs were 
found on a juve-
nile in their resi-
dence.

According to the 
Providence Police Department, 
of ficers arrived at the home at 
around 5:00 p.m. on Monday. 
Regan Parrot, 40 of Providence, 
and Sarah Parrot, 41 of Provi-
dence, were in the home along 
with a 14-year-old juvenile.

A search of the house located 
marijuana and a variety of drug 
paraphernalia used in the con-

sumption of methamphetamine. 
In addition, the couple’s son was 
also in possession of a quantity of 
marijuana and other drug para-

phernalia.
Police say that 

both adults and the 
child admitted to 
using drugs in and 
around the home.

The juvinile was 
charged with pos-
session of marijua-
na and drug para-
phernalia before 

being released into the custody 
of a family member.

Both adults were charged with 
possession of marijuana, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and 
unlawful transaction with a minor.

Police say additional charges 
could follow pending a crime lab 
investigation of crystal-like sub-
stance located on the scene.
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Webster County Schools will be looking to 
save itself a considerable sum of money by 
refinancing its 2013 Series Bond Issue, the 

bond sold to raise money for construction of 
Webster County Middle School.

Dwight Salsbury, Managing Director of 
Lexington-based RSA Advisors, met with the 
board of education on Monday to breakdown 
a plan to refinance the $4.23 million bond.

Under Kentucky law, public schools are 
not allowed to take out loans in order to 
finance construction projects. Instead they 
must sell revenue bonds, which generate the 
funding needed to complete the project.

According to Salsbur y, when the board 
sold the 2013 series bonds, the interest 
rate was at 3.891%. He told members on 
Monday that at present, they could expect 
to lock in an interest rate of 1.832% or 
lower, which would mean a savings of at 
least $390,027 over the life of the bond, 
which matures in 2034.

Refinancing the bonds will not result 
in any change to the maturity date of the 
bonds, only a reduction in how much the dis-
trict will be required to pay in interest.

Mask order to remain in effect locally

Sebree Subway employee saves man’s life

Matt Hughes
Sebree Police Chief William Braden, left, presents a certificate of Civilian Commendation to Heather 
Vance for her part in saving the life of a man Thursday near Sebree.
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