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WEDNESDAY
Partly sunny
High: 59   Low: 25

THURSDAY
Chance of flurries
High: 32   Low: 14

FRIDAY
Sunny
High: 27   Low: 20

SATURDAY
Sunny
High: 46   Low: 32
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One of Providence’s old-
est businesses is getting a 
new owner, according to 
a statement issued by Kir-
by-Jones Funeral  Home 
director Justin Kirby on Fri-
day. Kirby signed over own-
ership of the facility to Bar-
nett-Strother Funeral Home 
of Madisonville.

“I have gained so many 
friends and extended fami-

ly over my time here and I 
want to thank each of you 
from the bottom of my heart 
for trusting me,” Kirby said 
in a statement. “I want all 
of Providence and Web-
ster County to know I am a 
phone call away and always 
here for you anyway I can 
be. The new owner will be 
a great asset to Providence 
with many local connec-
tions. I want to thank every-
one of you for our time and 

friendship that will never 
be forgotten I just ask you 
pray for us and each other 
always.”

K i r b y  i s  c u r r e n t l y 
bui lding a new funeral 
home near  Russelv i l le , 
where he resides with his  
family.

The Providence-based 
funeral home shares a long 
histor y with Townsend 
Funeral Home in Dixon 
which goes all the way back 

to the tiny community of 
Tilden in northern Webster 
County in 1895.

T h a t  y e a r  a  y o u n g 
embalmer named Noah 
Tapp started a funeral home 
in T ilden. In the 1930’s  
he relocated his  or igi -
nal business to Dixon and 
opened a second location 
of Tapp Funeral Home in 
Providence. His sons Fred  

Kirby-Jones Funeral Home 
sells to Barnett-Strother
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The true impact of COVID-19 on Web-
ster County and the state will likely 
remain unknown until at least 2022 or 
2023, as the release of health and sta-
tistics on deaths by the CDC and the 
Cabinet for Health and Family Services 
(CHFS) tend to run between two and 
three years behind.

The most recent data set (2018) 
released, however, does not reflect favor-
ably on the overall health and wellness of 
Webster County.

The overall premature death rate for 
the county, which means any death that 
occurs before the age of 75, was at 9,899 
per 100,000 residents, compared to a 
statewide average of 9,034.

According to the data, 27% of county 
residents, as opposed to 23% of residents 
statewide, were reported as having “less 
than good health.”

Three of the leading health problems 
in the county, according to data compiled 
from BRFSS, are asthma, diabetes and 
high blood pressure. The study says 15% 
of Webster County have asthma, 16% suf-
fer from diabetes and a whopping 46% 
have high blood pressure, compared to 
statewide averages of 16%, 13% and 39% 
for the same diseases.

Healthy 
outcome data 
reflects badly 

on county 
residents

BY STAFF REPORTS
The Kentucky House Republican Cau-

cus announced on Monday that that State 
Representative Jim Gooch of Providence 
has been selected to serve on a number 

of committees during the 
upcoming legislative ses-
sion, when the Kentucky 
General Assemly convenes 
on Jan. 5.

Gooch will chair the Nat-
ural Resource and Energy 
committee, while serving 
as a member of the Bank-
ing and Insurance, Bud-
get Review Subcommittee 
on General Government, 

Elections, Constitutional Amendments 
and Intergovernmental Af fairs, Small 
Business and Information Technology, 
and Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public 
Protection committees.

“I am truly blessed to say that I’ve been 
given the opportunity to work on behalf 
of my constituents for more than twen-

Gooch to serve 
on several  
key House 

committees
He pre-filed bill seeking to 
limit governor’s authority  

under a state of emergency

Jim  
Gooch
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Amateur photographers 
from across the area and the 
world were out in force on 
Monday night to observe a 
very rare natural phenome-
non not seen by the naked 
eye since the Middle Ages in 
1226. All night social media 
was filled with grainy and 
hard to see images of two 
of the brightest lights in the 
night sky looked like they 
were about to collide.

At least from the ground, 
the paths of our solar sys-
tem’s largest planets, Jupiter 
and Saturn, seem to cross in 
the night sky just after sunset 
and created what many were 
calling the “Christmas Star.”

Of ficially astronomers 
refer to this crossing as the 
Great Conjunction due to 
the size of the two planets 
in question. The event takes 
place roughly every 20 years 
as the two planets circle the 
sun, but most of the time its 

not visible from our angle 
and the planets rarely appear 
to be that close. The most 
recently obser ved event 
happened during the day in 
1623, but was only visible 
with the help of telescopes.

Some keen observers who 
attempted to photograph the 
event might notice several 
tiny specs of light around 
the two planets. Those were 
actually Jupiter’s four moons: 
“Io, Europa, Ganymede and 
Callisto.”

For those who missed the 
event, the two planets are 
expected to remain visible in 
the south western night sky 
for several more days, albe-
it getting further apart each 
night. The best time to view 
is at twilight and for about 
90 minutes afterwards. After 
that the planets will drop 
below the horizon.

Contact Matt Hughes at 
matt@journalenterprise.com or 
270-667-2069.

Astronomical event captures world’s attention

CHRISTMAS IN 
WEBSTER COUNTY

Photos by Aleigha Hughes
Above: Blake and Kenlee Fisher braved the cold to 
watch the annual Providence Christmas Parade. Left: 
Despite COVID-19, the city of Providence was one of 
the few cities in Kentucky to hold a parade this year. 
The event drew large crowds. Pictured from left are 
McKenna Camplin, Tara Hackney and Grayson Hackney.

Right: Ty, Sadie 
and Reece Phil-

lips couldn’t wait 
for the parade to 

get started.
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