
After several weeks of hear-
ing complaints about the taste 
and odor of water in the city 
of Providence, Public Works 
Director David May spoke 
out about the issue at Monday 
night’s city council meeting, 
explaining that the culprit is a 
group of non-dangerous organ-
ism known as Iron Bacteria that 
were released during a Decem-
ber 15 water main break.

These organisms, which natu-
rally occur in small amounts in 
ground water, form over time 
as water flows through iron-
based water lines. Iron bacteria 
combine iron (or manganese) 
and oxygen to form deposits 
of “rust,” bacterial cells, and a 
slimy material that sticks the 
bacteria to the inside of wells, 
pipes, pumps, waterlines and 
plumbing fi xtures.

May explained that when the 
main line between the waste 
water treatment plant (WWTP) 
and the city’s water tanks broke, 
forcing the city to shutdown ser-
vice to the entire system, water 
was allowed to flow backwards 
through the main line. That back-
wards pressure causes chunks 
of the bacteria to break loose, 
releasing them into the water.

Iron Bacteria build-up can 
exist in waterlines for years 
without causing a problem. It is 
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City blames odor, 
taste of Providence 
water on bacteria

Losing weight is one of the most 
common New Years resolutions for 
Americans, but for a pair of sisters 

from Dixon, losing weight is a struggle 
that has gained national attention 
following the debut of TLC’s new six-part 
docuseries, “1000-lb Sisters,” on New 
Years Day.

According to TLC, Amy and Tammy 
Slaton weigh in at over 1,000 lbs. 
combined. Now they are in the midst of 

a major attempt to change their lives and 
their health, and the journey is being 
documented by the new series.

Amy, 31, wants to start a family with 
her new husband but is having trouble 
getting pregnant due to her weight and 
health issues. At 32, Tammy needs help 

with everyday tasks and had to move in 
with the newlyweds after her last hospital 
stay. She dreams of moving out of Amy’s 
house so that she can live independently 
and fi nd a love interest. But at 406 and 
605 pounds, respectively, the sisters will 
have to lose weight before they can get 
approved for the surgery they hope will 
change their lives.

Tammy’s limited mobility forces her to 
rely on Amy more than she’d like to, 
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Sisters’ weight-loss struggles featured in new series
FROM STAFF REPORTS

A Providence man is behind bars 
on drug charges for the third time 
in less than a year after Providence 
Police served a warrant issued by the 
Kentucky State Police (KSP).

KSP issued a warrant for the 
arrest of Kiylon Scott, 40, of Provi-

dence, on a charge of traffi cking in 
methamphetamine, stemming from 
an investigation that department ran 
around August of 2019.

Patrolman Carl Scheer and Sgt. 
Michael Tabor located Scott in a 
garage on Vaughn Street in Provi-
dence on Friday, and placed him 
under arrest. He was transported to 

the Webster County Detention Cen-
ter in Dixon.

Scott, who had previous conviction 
for possession of cocaine in 2004, and 
traf ficking in cocaine in 2013, was 
convicted in August for possession of 
marijuana and drug paraphernalia.
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Independence Bank wrapped up the holi-
day season last week by presenting $11,000 
to local charities in Webster and McLean 

counties on Dec. 30 at a reception held at the 
Providence location. The funds were part of 
the Bank’s annual “Buzz” program that seeks 
to empower employees to give back to their 
communities. The buzz program is just one 
way that Independence Bank is able to give 
back to the markets it serves and allows its 
employees the autonomy to identify the big-
gest needs in their community.

The following organizations benefi ted from 
the funds:

• CASA of Midwest Kentucky — $1,000
• Children’s Advocacy Center — $1,000
• Habitat for Humanity Webster Coun-

ty — $1,000
• McLean County Baseball Park — 

$1,000
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Independence Bank presents 
$11K to Webster, McLean charities
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Sebree water customers will 
soon see a water rate increase 
as the city makes adjustments 
to make way for a sewer reha-
bilitation project that has been 
mandated by the state division 
of water.

Public works direc-
tor Emry Thomas told 
the council on Mon-
day that the city has 
a major problem with 
rain water infi l trat -
ing the city’s sewage 
system. He said that 
some of the problem 
comes from old clay 
l ines in areas that 
handle heavy amounts 
of r un-of f and flood 
water, while some is 
also caused by natu-
ra l  spr ings  in  the 
area around Sebree 
Springs Park.

“When I  s tar ted 
working for the city, 
we were still getting some of 
our drinking water from the 
park,” Thomas said. “When we 
stopped taking the water out of 
the springs, the springs started 
coming to the sur face. In sev-
eral areas they now come up out 
of the ground.”

The project to rehab the sew-
age system is estimated to cost 
around $1.8 million dollars. Of 
that, the city is looking to get 
$910,000 from a Community Block 

Grant, which requires them to 
match the grant dollar for dollar. 
In order to do so, the city is going 
to take out a Kentucky Infrastruc-
ture Administration (KIA) loan in 
the same amount.

“We have to have a  rate 
increase to secure the loan,” said 
Mayor Ozzie O’Nan. “I wasn’t 
wanting to cross this bridge this 
soon, but when the state is on 
your back, you have to get some-

thing done.”
City of ficials say 

that water customers 
can expect an aver-
age $6 or $7 raise per 
household with the 
increase, which rais-
es the flat 2,000 gal-
lon rate by $1.36 per 
1,000 gallons.

I n  o t h e r  b u s i -
ness ,  O’Nan intro -
duced Ben Leonard 
as Sebree’s new city 
attorney. He replac-
es Dorin Luck, who 
retired Dec. 31. Luck 
has  been  the  c i ty 
attorney for 22 years.

“Dorin did a ver y 
good job and we were 

fortunate to have him,” he said. 
“I’ve known Ben Leonard for 
quite a while, and is very expe-
rienced in working with city gov-
ernments.”

Leonard also ser ves as the 
city attorney for Clay, Dixon, 
Providence and Slaughters in 
Webster County, as well as for a 
few cities outside the county.

Reach MATT HUGHES at 270-667-
2068 or matt@journalenterprise.com.
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Leonard replaces Luck 
as new city attorney
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Kiylon Scott

TLC photo
The story of sisters Tammy (left) and Amy Slaton, of Dixon, is featured in the new TLC Network series, “1,000-lbs Sisters.” The docuseries 
debuted on New Years Day.

WHERE TO WATCH
The docuseries, “1000-lb Sisters,” is available 

now on TLC Go, Hulu and on the TLC Network.

Provided
Independence Bank wrapped up the holiday season last week by presenting $11,000 to local char-
ities in Webster and McLean counties. Pictured from left are representatives from the Providence 
Food Bank, the Children’s Advocacy Center, Webster County Caring for Neighbors, CASA, Habitat 
for Humanity and the McLean County Ball Park.

“We have to have 
a rate increase to 
secure the loan 
(for the sewer 
rehabilitation 
project). I wasn’t 
wanting to cross 
this bridge this 
soon, but when 
the state is on 
your back, you 
have to get 
something done.”

— Ozzie O’Nan
Sebree mayor
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