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Exper ts generally recommend 
not attempting to drive through 
flood water, but that was exactly 
what happened last week when a 
loaded cement truck made it all the 
way to Bellville Bridge before dis-
covering that the Tradewater River 
had risen out of its banks.

Unable to turn the vehicle around 
at that point, the driver attempted 
to drive through the water, only to 
become stuck.

Just a few years ago, the Webster 
County Fiscal Court voted to install 
a fixed road closed/high water 
sign at the entrance to Bellville 
Road, roughly two miles before the 
bridge. The plan was to prevent sit-
uations just like this, but after sever-
al days of flooding, no one from the 
county had come to put the sign in 
place.

County fails to close Bellville 
Road before heavy flooding

Redi-Mix concrete 
truck becomes stuck

Matt Hughes
The county’s flood gate on Bellville Road just outside of Providence remained unused on Thursday morning despite the Tradewa-
ter River having reached flood stage days earlier.

This Redi-Mix concrete truck became 
stuck in flood water after the driver 
reached Bellville Bridge and found 
himself unable to turn around due to 
the narrow roadway.
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Providence City Council members enter-
tained a discussion on Monday night that 
could result in the forty unit Greenbrier Apart-
ment Complex on Willow Street being transi-
tioned into federally subsidized Section 8 low 
income housing.

Providence entertains proposal to make 
Greenbrier Apartments Section 8 housing

Hayes Gibson Property Services, the company 
that currently manages Greenbrier Apartments, 
met with Providence City Council members on 
Monday to discuss a proposal that would transi-
tion the complex to Section 8 housing under man-
agement of the Providence Housing Authority.
Matt Hughes

BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

After being closed to the public for 16 
months due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Webster County Senior Center was 
scheduled to reopen next week, but offi-
cials have no pushed that date back a 
week as Webster County returned to the 
red according to the state’s COVID-19 
metric. That reopening is now scheduled 
for Monday, August 2 from 10:00 a.m. 
until 3:00 p.m.

The Webster County Senior Center offi-
cially opened in June 2019, and was an 
instant hit. Funded entirely through a 
Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) through the Department for 
Local Government, the facility was con-
structed with the use of zero local tax 
dollars.

But just nine months after its grand 
opening, the global pandemic forced the 
center to cease in-person operations. 
While the senior meals program has con-
tinued to deliver senior lunches, in per-
son gatherings have not been permitted 
since March 2020.

The first official lunch at the center will 
begin at 11:30 a.m. on Monday. Seniors 
who are still uncomfortable about gath-
ering will still be able to carry their meal 
out.

Anyone with questions should contact 
the center at 270-639-5394.

Contact Matt Hughes at matt@
journalenterprise.com or 270-667-2069

Senior Center 
reopening 

pushed back

MEMORIAL SCHEDULED  
FOR FORMER PROVIDENCE 

MAYOR VILLINES
A special memorial service will be held on 

Saturday for former Providence Mayor Chris 
Villines who passed away earlier this year.

Guests are asked to bring stories and fond 
memories.

The event will be held Saturday beginning 
at 11:00 a.m. at the Providence Community 
Center.

BY CHEZNEY CARRIER
Meeting in a regular session last Tues-

day evening, Clay City Council members 
voted to award Taylor Generators a year-
ly contract to maintain generators used 
to keep the city up and running during 
emergencies.

The three generators being serviced pro-
vide emergency power for the Fire Depart-
ment, The City Sewage Building and at 
the city offices. The contract will consist of 
general maintenance services yearly and all 
current repairs that are needed.

Ron from Taylor Generators was pres-
ent at the meeting this month and walked 
thru all the repairs and services being 
provided, as well as a list of costs.

The generator at our sewage building 
is an Olympian branded generator with 
a rare engine. Parts for this generator 

City Generators 
now being 

maintained thru 
Taylor Generators 
of Evansville, Ind.
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