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Sources at Dotiki Mine /
Wester County Coal have told 
the J-E that Friday, August 16 
will be the fi nal day of opera-
tion for the Webster County-
based coal company, which has 
been in operation since March 
16, 1967. Offi cials with Dotiki 
and Alliance Resource Partners 
(ARLP) would neither confi rm 

nor deny those rumors as of 
press time on Tuesday, but 
said more information would 
be available on Wednesday.

Webster County Judge Exec-
utive Steve Henr y a former 
ARLP employee, said that he 
had heard the same rumors but 
could not confi rm that they were 
true. He did confi rmed that he 
was scheduled to have a meeting 
with Alliance offi cials late in the 

afternoon on Tuesday.
Mine operator Joe Davis offi -

cially began ground work on 
Dotiki in 1966. In 1971 the mine 
was acquired by Fortune 500 oil 
company Mapco Inc. of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma.

In 1986, a 36-year-old UK 
Law School graduate named 
Joe Craft III became president 
of Mapco. Ten years later he 
would lead a buyout of the com-

pany, helping to form Alliance 
Resource Partners, the compa-
ny he heads today.

Through the years, Doti-
ki has won numerous awards 
for safety, and its mine rescue 
team has been among the best 
in regional, state and national 
competitions.

Not only is Dotiki a huge 
source of income through the 
employment of Webster Coun-

ty residents, the fiscal cour t 
brings in between $500,000 
and $1 million in coal sever-
ance funds each year due to 
the operation. Dotiki is also 
the largest customer of the 
Webster County Water District 
(WCWD).

As of  December,  Dotiki 
boasted 77.8 million tons of coal 

SEE DOTIKI/PAGE A5

Sources say Dotiki to close next week
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Histor y was made again Friday 
morning when local resident Jimmy 
Fred Mar tin became the first cus-
tomer to make a purchase at the new 
Providence Spirit Shop. The store is 
the fi rst of two liquor store to be grant-
ed a package liquor licence since the 
city offi cially went wet on Jan. 1.

Martin purchased a bottle of bour-
bon, which he said will never be 

opened. He considers his purchase a 
piece of history.

Also on hand for the store’s open-
ing was Jef f Marshall, the man who 
got things started by sponsoring and 
filing the petition for the wet/dr y 
option.

“I’m honored that the people of 
Providence have supported the option 
that was made,” said Marshall. I’ve 
been overwhelmed by the response 
of the citizens of Providence. I hope it 

helps this city like we’ve projected that 
it will.”

Alan Elder, who owns the store, 
along with his wife Regina Elder, said 
he hopes local people will suppor t 
their new business.

“I’d like to thank Jeff and other like 
minded people for making this pos-
sible,” Alan said. “Today is his day as 
much as ours. He had a vision. I’d like 
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Providence Spirit Shop open for business
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Matt Hughes
The Providence Spirit Shop o�  cially opened for business on Friday morning. Jimmy Fred Martin, a longtime Providence resident, 
was the � rst customer to make a purchase in the store. Also on hand for the opening was Craig Stevenson, owner of Providence 
Do-It Best and Je�  Marshall, organizer of the wet/dry local option petition that gave residents the chance to vote whether or not to 
sell alcohol within the city limits. Pictured are, from left, Stevenson, Marshall, Jimmy Fred Martin and Spirit Shop owner Alan Elder.

Sebree council met in 
an unusually lengthy meet-
ing on Monday night, but 
the bulk of that was used 
to sort through red tape 
associated with the city’s 
$1,820,655 sewer replace-
ment project.

The project, which will 
replace the bulk of the aged 
sewage lines in the city of 
Sebree, is being funded 
by a $910,000 Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG), with the remained 
coming in the form of a 
Kentucky Instructor loan.

The CDBG program is a 
federal Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) grant, 
which is the reason behind 
the red tape. The city has 
already been awarded the 
federal funds, but they can-
not take possession of the 
money until after the city 
passes a number of resolu-
tions required by the fed-
eral government.

Those resolutions are 
generally just a formal-
ity, and the council passed 
them all.

Also on the agenda for 
Monday night was the pur-
chase of a mini excavator 
for the city.

“The city has a 1990 
backhoe with over 8,000 
hours on it,” said Mayor 
Ozzie O’Nan. It is in need 
of some repairs.”

O’Nan called on Emry 
Thomas, the city’s direc-
tor of public works. Thom-
as told the council that 
the backhoe was in need 
of some ver y extensive 
repairs, which could cost 
the city in the neighbor-
hood of $20-30,000.

“We’ve been renting 
Chris Cates’ excavator, but 
that depends on whether 
he has it rented to someone 
else or not,” Thomas stated. 
“There are times when he 
has had it rented out for a 
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Sebree council 
moves forward 

with sewer project
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Kentucky Coal coun-

ties will be getting a big 
shot in the arm thanks to 
an excess in the amount 
of coal severance dol-
lars collected by the state. 
Webster County will see 
$464,176 in coal funds com-
ing into its coffers.

G o v.  M a t t  B e v i n 
announced on Monday 
that more than $15 million 
in excess coal severance 
tax revenue will be allo-
cated back to 49 counties 
and 122 municipalities that 
qualify to receive funds 
from the Local Govern-
ment Economic Assistance 
Fund (LGEAF) coal sever-
ance program.

Established in 1992 by 
the state legislature, the 
LGEAF was set up so that 
half of the coal severance 
tax dollars collected by 
the state would go back 
to the counties where the 
coal was mined. The other 
half would go into the 

state’s general fund.
Of the LGEAF funds, 

some 30 percent is to be 
spent on coal haulage 
roads. The rest goes into 
county programs and proj-
ects, with some trickling 
down to city level projects.

Webster County has 
funded the county solid 
waste and recycling, the 
senior citizens program 
and par t of the sherif f ’s 
offi ce through these funds 
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Webster County set
to see $464K in excess 
coal severance funds

BY MATT HUGHES — EDITOR 
MATT@JOURNALENTERPRISE.COM

Nine months after Providence voters 
went to the polls and elected to make 
alcohol sales legal in the city of Prov-
idence, the debate continued Monday 
night in the packed council chambers on 
Willow Street.

Most of the same individuals who rep-
resented the “yes” and “no” sides of the 
debate in November were on hand to 
have their say over issues that included 
advertising restriction for alcohol retail-
ers and the potential sale of alcohol at the 
Providence Municipal Golf and Recre-
ation Center.

A big win for the “yes” side came when 
the council voted 4-2 in favor of throwing 
out the city’s current ordinance restrict-
ing alcohol retailer’s advertising. Under 
the current law, retailers are very strict-
ly limited on the amount and placement 
of signage. Retailers were only allowed 
one lighted sign and were not allowed to 
advertise their business and products out-
side the store. The city’s law also prevent-
ed them from advertising off site, such 
as sponsoring tournaments at the Provi-
dence Golf and Recreation Center.

Mayor Doug Hammers limited the two 
sides to fi ve minutes each. The “yes” side 
gave the fl oor to Adam Coffman, one of 
the key players in their drive to get alco-
hol sales legalized last year.

“As a startup business owner, we have 
a small fortune tied up in our business,” 
said Coffman, who plans to open Rack 
House Wine and Spirits in the former 
Movie Gallery location on Westerfield 
Drive. “You have to mortgage your own 
personal property. I guess some people 
think liquor stores make a lot of money, 
but they aren’t gold mines. The profi t mar-
gins are razor thin. We need to be able to 
get our name out to the customers.”

City attorney Ben Leonard told the 
council that the city’s current ordinance 
was based on a sample ordinance provided 
by the state, but it was a great deal more 
restrictive than was required by state law.

Coffman added that the city ordinance 
currently states that no signage from 
inside the building is allowed to be seen 
from outside the building, while state law 
says that the business must be set up in a 
way that allows the interior of the store to 
be seen from outside.

“I don’t mean this threateningly, but 
I’m not going to stick around and fi ght 
this forever,” said Coffman. “I don’t think 
anyone else will either.”

Regina Elder, who owns the recently 
opened Providence Spirit Shop with her 
husband Alan Elder, told the council 
that they felt the current language was 
too restrictive.

“We feel like we are restricted in what 
we can do on our own property,” she 
said. “It is discriminatory.”

Councilman Keith Farrell voiced his 
support for the group.

“From someone who was in advertis-
ing for 30 years, I have some concerns 
on the sinage position,” he said. “I want 
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Council passes 
less restrictive 

advertising 
law for alcohol 

retailers 
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SEVERANCE 
DOLLARS

In addition to the 
$464,176 going to the 
Fiscal Court, several cities 
in Webster County will also 
be seeing coal severance 
dollars. Those include:
Clay ............................... $8,531
Dixon ........................... $5,678
Providence .............. $23,067
Sebree ....................... $11,580


