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Schools to resume hybrid
scheduled classes on Aug. 31
BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

Waiting to find out if there was is going
to be school this fall has been something
of a roller coaster ride for Webster County
youngsters, with the district being forced
to change course on at least four different
occasions, but for now, at least, it seems
that students will begin classes again on
August 31.
The Webster County Board of Educa-

tion surprised many local residents last
Tuesday night when they met in a special called session and voted 4-1 to reject
Governor Andy Beshear’s suggested
September 28 starting date. Board members spent over an hour debating what
course they would choose, with each of
them saying the parents they had talk to
overwhelmingly wanted to see in-person
classes resume.
Prior to Beshear recommending that

school be delayed during his August
17 press conference, Webster County
Schools had been working towards an
August 31 start date, with students having the choice between in-person classes,
online classes and virtual learning, which
will be similar to the Link2Learn system
utilized in the spring.
Initially Superintendent Rhonda
SEE SCHOOLS/PAGE A9

HAPPY 99TH BIRTHDAY
Right: On Saturday August 22, Mrs. Loretta
Brooks celebrated her 99th birthday. Pictured
left to right are Mrs. Loretta Brooks, Betty
Yarbrough, Loretta Brooks, Jamie Brooks and
Morris Brooks. Below: Members of the Providence First United Methodist Church dropped
by to wish Loretta Brooks a happy birthday
over the weekend. Pictured left to right are
Candi Hancock, Judy Mitchell, Kalli Hancock,
Clayton Hancock, Nancy McBride, Pastor Jeff
Graham,Jamie Brooks, Loretta Brooks, Carol
Wood, Lynda Graham, Dennis Travis, Alice Stull
and Emily Thomas. On hand but not pictured
were Jill Cummins and Keith Brown.

Fall sports
officially
green
lighted
County seasons
to begin Sept. 10
BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

On Thursday, the Kentucky
High School Athletics Association
(KHSAA) Board of Control gave
high school sports the green light
to officially begin their seasons on
Monday, September 7.
Meeting in a special called session,
board members voted down a pair
of proposed new schedules which
would have pushed back the start of
fall sports, one until the governor’s
recommended September 28 start
of school. The final decision was to
SEE SPORTS/PAGE A2

Board sets
tax rate
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Reviews COVID-19
leave policies for
district employees
BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

Each year taxing bodies in the
commonwealth of Kentucky can
choose to cut taxes, raise taxes or
elect to go with the compensating
rate, which sets taxes at a rate that
will generate a level of revenue comparable to what they brought in the
previous year.
The compensating rate varies
from year-to-year as it is tied directly to the local property value. When
the tax base goes down, the rate
goes up and vice versa.
This year, unfortunately, with the
loss of Dotiki Coal, the tax base in
Webster County took a rather large
drop, going from $546,044,088 in
2019 to $515,442,929. The largest
SEE TAX/PAGE A3

Webster County reaches
100 COVID-19 cases
BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

The number of positive cases of COVID-19
reached triple digits in Webster County over
the weekend, bringing the total to 100 since
the crisis began in March.
Of those 100 cases, 89 have fully recovered
and one has died, leaving just 11 active cases
in the county.
Despite the increase in total positives, that
drops the total active infection rate in the coun-
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ty to 0.08%. That is especially important as
schools begin to reopen next week for in-person classes. The Kentucky Education Association (KEA) said in a statement two weeks ago
that it would be safe to resume classes only
after that rate dropped below five (5.0)%.
District-wide the Green River District Health
Department (GRDHD) has reported 2,009
total positive cases, 1,697 or 84% of which have
fully recovered. Of those, 24 have died.
The district-wide active infection rate is at
0.9%.
The state of Kentucky is currently reporting
a total of 43,529 confirmed cases of COVID-19
and 881 statewide deaths since March, but has
not reported the total number of recovered
cases.
The Kentucky Hospital Association reported
last week that over 770,000 COVID-19 tests
had been administered in the commonwealth.
With 43,529 positive tests, that brings the
total statewide positive rate of those tested to
around 5.7%.
SEE CASES/PAGE A3

Fiscal Court discusses
expanding internet options
BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

Webster County Judge Executive Steve Henry informed magistrates during Monday’s meeting
of the Fiscal Court that Kenergy,
an electric distribution cooperative serving 14 western Kentucky
counties, is exploring the opportunity to bring broadband services to
rural areas.
“This is a great oppor tunity,
if this can happen,” Henr y said.
“Their plan is to make broadband
internet available to their existing
customers through fiber optic.”
Kenergy is evaluating financing options for the project and
has filed a waiver with the Kentucky Public Service Commission
(PSC). The PSC must approve
the project before it is allowed to
move forward.
“When people look at where
they are going to live and locate,
broadband is one of the things that
they look at,” Henry said.

One of the major hurdles to
bringing fiber optic internet to
r ural areas has been limited
access, but much of the ground
work has already been laid. A
grant-funded project brought fiber
access to Webster County Schools
almost a decade ago, while the
ongoing Kentucky Wired Project
has been working on extended
fiber wires into rural areas.
Contract laborers working for
Kentucky Wired have been working around the region during 2020
hanging fiber optic lines. This
project is identified as a “middle
mile or backbone” project, which
is designed to build the infrastructure needed to make fiber optic
internet possible. It will then fall
on providers, such as Kenergy, to
provide access to customers.
“Kenergy will have a couple of
hurdles, such as getting through
the PSC,” Henr y stated. “I urge
SEE INTERNET/PAGE A3

