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Masks have been a matter of 
disagreement in schools for the 
better part of two school calen-
dars. Some people believe they 
are necessary to keep students 
and staff safe. Others say it’s time 

to toss them aside, quoting a vari-
ety of reasons.

A handful of parents showed up 
at Monday’s regular meeting of 
the Webster County School Board 
to voice their opposition to contin-
ued mandatory masking in class-
rooms around the county. With 

time limits of three minutes, they 
each asked that the board make 
masks optional so that each family 
can make their own decision.

“There are 12,982 people in 
Webster County,” said Miranda 
Parker. “Just 24 people in a sev-
en-day span puts us in the reed. 
That’s two-tenths of a%. I hope you 
take into account we are a small 
community.”

Webster schools mandate masks when ‘red’
Parents ask for move to optional, 

get some reprieve in revised policy

Miranda Parker addresses Webster County School Board Monday. She was one of a handful of  
parents who voiced their desire that masks become optional in schools across the county.
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An ongoing investigation into drug 
activity led to the arrest of three Dixon 
residents last Friday.

According to a release by the Provi-
dence Police Department, information 
the agency acquired led of ficers to a 
home at 132 US Hwy. 41-A in Dixon. After 
obtaining a warrant for the residence, 
officers from the PPD and Webster Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office executed a search late 
Friday night.

The search turned up suspected meth-
amphetamine, marijuana, and a variety of 
drug paraphernalia.

3 arrested on 
drug charges 

in Dixon

Chelsey 
Webb

Justin  
Wilson

Terri  
Frailey
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Cameron Edwards, who has been active 
in several areas of civic engagement in Web-
ster and Hopkins counties, was recently 

named to a prestigious pro-
gram that addresses a vari-
ety of issues affecting com-
munities across the South.

Edwards is one of 33 peo-
ple from a variety of back-
grounds and professions 
chosen for the 2022 Delta 
Leadership Institute orga-
nized annually by the Delta 
Regional Authority.

The Webster County resident is Senior 
Pastor of Webb Memorial and Slaughters 
First United Methodist churches. He is also 

Edwards named 
to prestigious 

leadership 
program

Cameron 
Edwards
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Several changes could be 
coming to the way citizens of 
Webster County vote, from 
combined voting locations 
to new machines that could 
make the process more 
secure.

In Monday’s regular meet-
ing of Webster County Fiscal 
Court, the governing body 
gave permission to County 
Clerk Valerie Newell to inform 
the state they would be pur-
chasing new voting machines 
in the coming months. The 
move is to ensure the coun-
ty has access to grant money 
to offset the cost of the new 
equipment.

According to Newell, the 
county would receive $30,800 
from the state to use toward 

the expenditure. Newell esti-
mated the total cost of the 
machines at approximately 
$162,000.

“The total amount we would 
receive is based on the pre-
cincts in the county,” Newell 
told fiscal court members. 
“This may be our only oppor-
tunity in the next couple of 
years to get state money.”

As of the last election, the 
county set up voting for 14 
precincts. But voters in the 
larger towns of Providence, 
Clay, Dixon, and Sebree could 
all see combined districts or 
multiple precincts voting in 
the same location. The chang-
es are awaiting approval from 
the state to be enacted.

According to Newell, Clay, 
Dixon, and Sebree would be 
combined into single respec-

tive precincts. Each is pres-
ently made up of two pre-
cincts, north and south. This 
change would allow her office 
to conduct voting with fewer 
machines and poll workers.

Judge-Executive Steve 
Henry said he hoped the state 
legislature, which will return 
to Frankfort for its regular 
session Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2022, 
will allocate more money to 
the counties to meet new fed-
eral election requirements 
that all voting machines must 
create a paper trail.

While the standard voting 
machines currently in use do 
require a paper ballot to be 
filled out and digitally entered, 

the machines for those with 
disabilities do not. The new 
federal rules would require 
the replacement of that equip-
ment.

The next election for Ken-
tucky is in May when the pri-
maries will set the stage for 
the 2022 general election in 
November.

In other business, the fiscal 
court granted permission to 
Henry to enter into a contract 
with Lose Design of Nashville 
for plans to be created for the 
new county park around Walk-
er Lake, which was once Lake 
Reel-Em-In.

Webster County could see 
changes in voting precincts

Fiscal court enters 
agreement for park design
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Webster County Fiscal Court declared November as Smith Magenis Syndrome Awareness Month. The development disorder 
affects one in 15,000 to 25,000 births in the U.S. each year. Mandy Fambrough (center), director of the Senior Citizens Center in 
Dixon has a daughter who was diagnosed with the disorder when she was 13 years old.
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As of the last election, the county set up voting  
for 14 precincts. But voters in the larger towns of 
Providence, Clay, Dixon, and Sebree could all see 
combined districts or multiple precincts voting in 
the same location. The changes are awaiting 
approval from the state to be enacted.


