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Sunny
High: 75   Low: 47
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BY STAFF REPORTS

An assistant coach with 
the Webster County High 
School football program 
was arrested last week and 
charged with possession of 
meth and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

According to the Provi-
dence Police Department, 
patrolman Isaac Frias was 
contacted by Webster County 
Deputy Nathan Stinchcomb 
at approximately 5 p.m. on 

Thursday, Sept. 24, 
aler ting him to the 
fact that a motorist 
was wanted on two 
outstanding warrants 
from Hopkins County.

Of ficer Frias con-
ducted a traffic stop 
on Steven Catlett, 60, 
of Sebree, who was 
wanted on two Hop-
kins County warrants for 
Theft By Deception (Cold 
Checks Under $500).

A search of the suspects 

vehicle revealed a 
glass methamphet-
amine pipe and a bag-
gie of suspected meth 
inside the center con-
sole of his vehicle, as 
well as a straw and 
suspected meth in the 
glove box.

The suspect was 
book on charges for 

possession of meth and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
and transported to the Web-
ster County Jail.

Catlett is an assistant coach 
with the WCHS football pro-
gram. Athletic Director Matt 
Bell refused to comment on 
his status or to say whether 
or not Catlett traveled with 
the team to Owen County on 
Friday night, saying any com-
ment would be a “breach of 
confidentiality.”

Superintendent  Rhon-
da Callaway would only say 
that Coach Catlett was not 
currently being allowed on 
school property.

Assistant football coach 
arrested on meth charges
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Catlett

BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

In response to the COVID-19 crisis, 
Webster County Schools have gone com-
pletely cashless at the gates for local sport-
ing events. Both local fans and visitors 
are required to purchase their tickets in 
advance before coming to the game.

“With COVID, a lot of schools began 
looking into it,” said athletic director 
Matt Bell. “Recommendations are to 
reduce/eliminate cash exchange. We are 
also limited on capacity so we wanted to 
make sure that people knew they could 
attend if they had a ticket in advance.”

Bell said the district looked at a num-
ber of services before eventually arriving 
on a program called TicketLeap. Most 
vendors charge the customers buying 
tickets a surcharge. TicketLeap, however, 
does not charge any additional fees as 
long as the district keeps the ticket price 
under $5.

When Webster County has a home 
game scheduled, the district sends an 
invitation to purchase tickets to three 
groups: WCHS students, home team 
parents/fans and visiting parents/fans. 
Home team parents/fans are already on 
a list at the high school, which limits the 
number approved to purchase tickets. 
Visiting teams handle their own lists of 

WCHS 
sporting 
events go 
cashless

BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

The Providence City Build-
ing was closed on Monday 
after officials say there was 
a positive COVID-19 test 
associated with the facility. 
Officials said they could not 
release any further informa-
tion on the situation.

According to Mayor Doug 
Hammers, the city building 
will have to remain closed 
at least through Wednesday, 
Oct. 7. During that time, 
customers can still drop pay-
ment off at the drop box, but 
they will not be able to do 
business in-person.

The closure only affects the 
city building. The public works 
and utility departments will 
continue working as normal.

The positive test also 
resulted in the cancelation of 
the city’s regularly scheduled 
council meeting for Monday, 
Oct. 5.

Contact Matt Hughes at 
matt@journalenterprise.com or 
270-667-2069.

Providence City Building closed 
due to positive COVID-19 test

Photo by Matt Hughes
The Providence City Building is closed until at least next Wednesday after a positive COVID-19 
test result.

BY STAFF REPORTS

A group of Providence business owners 
and elected officials have united to form 
Providence For ward, an organization 
dedicated to fostering growth in the city 
of Providence.

The group plans to focus on supporting 
local businesses, increasing the quality of 
available housing, and promoting tourism 
and cultural events within the city limits 
of Providence.

“We are going to be the group that gets 
stuff done, not just talks about it,” said 
Mayor Doug Hammers.

Some of the needs in the community 
were also discussed during the meet-
ing. Brittany Earl from Independence 
Bank brought up the need for entertain-
ment and restaurants to draw people into 
the community, both to visit and to live. 
County Magistrate Tony Felker echoed 
this thinking, suggesting that people’s 
“first decision isn’t automatically to 
leave,” when it comes to visiting a restau-
rant, shopping, or seeking entertainment. 
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BY STAFF REPORTS
Webster County Board of Education will have 60 

days to select a new member of their body after 
3rd Educational District (Onton/Slaughters) repre-
sentative Cameron Edwards submitted his letter of 
resignation during Monday night’s board meeting.

Edwards won the seat by running unopposed in 
2018 to fill the vacancy left when former board chair-
man Jeff Pettit chose not to run for reelection. Since 
then, however, his personal life has changed course 
and he felt stepping away from the board was in the 
best interest of Webster County students.

BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

With the 2020 General 
Election just over a month 
away, there are several 
approaching deadlines which 
both local voters and local 
candidates must be aware.

One of the most important 
of those will be next Monday, 
Oct. 5, which is the dead-
line to register to vote in the 
upcoming election. Anyone 
looking to vote on Nov. 3, 
or to vote prior to that date 
through the various options 
available, must file their voter 
registration with the clerk’s 
office by 4 p.m.

Another date that will be 
unusually important in the 
upcoming election is the 
deadline to file as a write-in 
candidate. While many peo-
ple incorrectly believe that 
you can simply write any 
name on the ballot to cast a 
vote, state law requires even 
write-in candidates to file with 
the county clerk’s office.

The deadline to request a 
mail-in application is Oct. 9. 
Voters can do so by visiting: 
https://vrsws.sos.ky.gov/
abrweb.

Anyone requesting a ballot, 
however, should be aware that 
once they officially request 
an absentee ballot that they 
will no longer be able to vote 
in person at the polls on Nov. 
3. Their only means of voting 
will be to return their absen-
tee ballot, either in-person or 
via the mail.

The deadline for write-in 
candidates is Friday, Oct. 23 
at 4 p.m.

Both Dixon and Sebree 
will have a number of write-
in candidates in this election. 
Only two candidates filed to 
run for the Dixon City Com-
mission, leaving two seats 
open on that body, while no 
members of the Sebree City 

Voting deadlines 
quickly approaching

Edwards resigns 
from board  
of education

Photo by Matt Hughes
Webster County board member Cameron Edwards sub-
mitted his resignation from the board on Monday night.

2020 ELECTION 
DEADLINES

• Oct. 5 — Last day to 
register to vote

• Oct. 9 — Last day to 
request an absentee ballot

• Oct. 23 — Last day to 
file as a “write-in” candidate
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