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Last Tuesday night, members of the 
Providence City Council heard an update 
from Bob and Brandt Cashion with S4 
Water Sales and Service, the Bowling 
Green-based company that is helping the 
city with its most recent water concerns.

Since suf fering a pair of water main 
breaks in November and December, 

Providence water customers have been 
complaining of both a bad taste and smell 
coming from their faucets. Water depart-
ment of ficials have been working ever 
since to restore the water quality.

“You guys had a perfect storm,” said 
Bob Cashion.

Cashion explained what water depart-
ment officials have been saying for the 
last several months. When the water 

mains broke, it released iron bacteria into 
the water system. That bacteria, a type 
of organic material that grow inside the 
lines of all water systems, reacted with 
the chemicals the city uses to treat its 
water, producing a bad taste and odor.

As the water depar tment was get-
ting that problem corrected, it received 

Council members receive 
update on water problem
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A broken water main in Hen-
derson on Monday left the city of 
Sebree without water later that 
night, and forced the cancelation 
of Sebree Elementary School on 
Tuesday.

According to offi cials, a contrac-
tor replacing utility poles for Ken-
tucky Utilities along Highway 370 
struck a Henderson Water Utility 
(HWU) line that supplies water to 
southern Henderson County and 
Sebree.

Sebree Public Works Director 
Emory Thomas said the work was 
being done on property near both 
the HWU and Sebree water tanks. 
The line that was broke was a fi ll 
line used to feed water into the 
Henderson tank. When it broke, it 
caused the tank to drain and left 
HWU unable to refi ll.

That also meant Sebree, a HWU 
customer, could not pull water 
from that tank to fi ll their own as 
they normally do.

HWU initially reported that they 
had isolated the line and managed to 
maintain service to HWU customers 
and the city of Sebree without need 
of a boil water. Due to darkness and 
weather conditions, repairs were 
delayed until Tuesday morning.

Thomas explained that the 
Sebree switched to a backup line 
on the north side of town which is 
only used in emergency situations. 
That line allowed the city to contin-
ue service uninterrupted, at least 
temporarily.

“At about 3:30 a.m. that line 
blew apart,” Thomas said. “We lost 
everything.”

Water ser vice was restored 
Tuesday morning, but the entire 
city was placed under a boil water 
advisory indefi nitely.

Contact Matt Hughes at matt@
journalenterprise.com or 270-667-2069.

Waterline 
break leaves 

city of Sebree 
without water

From Facebook video posted by HWU
A small dozer working for Kentucky 
Utilities struck a water line in Hen-
derson on Monday, triggering a 
chain of events that would tempo-
rarily leave Sebree without water.

BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

The Kentucky House of Representatives 
voted 65-30 last week to pass a bill that would 
legalize medicinal marijuana in the common-
wealth. Among the sponsors of that bill is 
Webster County’s own James Gooch Jr.

House Bill 136 (HB136) will pass on to the 

senate, where it is expected to get less sup-
port from elected officials. If it passes the 
senate, Kentucky would be the 34th state to 
legalize medicinal marijuana.

“I’ve sponsored this bill the last two years, 
and I co-sponsored it again this year,” said 
Gooch, the Republican State Representative 
from Providence. “I used to be against it, but 
I’ve changed my mind. I’ve talked to a lot of 
people who said that it helped them or a fam-
ily member who had a serious condition get 
some relief. I think if it really does help peo-
ple, then I can’t see us not allowing it.”

Gooch assured voters, however, this bill is 
not the fi rst step towards recreational marijuana 
use. In fact, he classifi ed HB136 as “one of the 
strictest medicinal marijuana bills in the nation.”

“Its very restrictive,” he said. “We intended 
this bill to be specifi cally for people who need 
relief from chronic conditions.”
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Webster County Board 
members celebrated Career 
and Technical Education 
(CTE) month on Monday 
night by hearing from some 
of the students most impacted 
by the agriculture and Area 
Technology Center programs 
at WCHS

In a day where it seems 
schools are pushing all stu-
dents towards college, young 
people in Webster County are 
offered a number of avenues 
to explore their futures before 
they even graduate high 
school. Many will lead to col-
lege, others will lead to voca-
tional schools and some will 
put students on track to enter 
the work force immediately.

Students explained to board 
members how their time in 
the career pathways at WCHS 
had enriched their lives, 
describing many of the pro-
grams and activities in which 
they had taken par t during 
their time in high school.

One of the most emotion-
al presentations came from 
Sarah Gibson, a student in 
the medical pathway. She 
explained that while she 
str uggled in mathematics 
classes, once entering the 
CTE program, she found the 
place where she belonged.

“If you have that one place 
where you can come and per-
fect your craft, it gives you 
a reason to look forward to 
school,” she said. “When a kid 
walks through the door and 
knows that there is someone 
there for them, its could be 
the difference in them getting 
a good job and them getting a 
minimum wage job.”

Like other students, Gibson 
thanked board members for 
their continued support of the 
Webster County Area Tech-
nology Center (ATC).

“You are sending kids out 
into the world and they are 
prepared, unlike any county 
I’ve personally seen,” she said.

Earlier in the day CTE stu-
dents visited with the Webster 
County Fiscal Court, where 
Judge Executive Steve Henry 

School board honors CTE students

Above: The Webster 
County School Board 
presented the February 
#1WC Employee of the 
Month awards during 
Monday night’s board 
meeting. Pictured are, 
from left, board mem-
ber Cameron Edwards, 
Dixon Custodian Toma-
sinna West, Providence 
Instructional Coach 
Rachel Wingo and board 
member Venita Murphy.

Left: Board member 
James Nance presents a 
certi� cate of recognition 
to Abby Basket, a WCHS 
student who won the 
InvestWrite competition 
in the state of Kentucky.
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A long talked about project that 
would build some much needed 
sidewalks in the city of Providence 
took a big step forward on Monday 
when county offi cials approved a 
resolution to enter into an agree-
ment with state and federal author-
ities for the projects funding.

The U.S. Department of Trans-
portation’s Safe Routes to School 
(SRTS) program is one that seeks 
to promote walking and bicycling 
to school through the develop-
ment of infrastructure improve-

ments, enforcement, tools, safety 
education and incentives.

First approved by the Fiscal 
Court on June 7, 2017, county 
officials had high hopes for the 
program in Providence, which is 
expected to construct a series of 
sidewalks that will run from the 
corner of South Finley and West-
erfi eld Drive near Casey’s General 
Store to Providence Elementary 
School. The two and a half year 
delay in the start of the project, 
however, was unexpected.

“ We  a r e  g l a d  t h i s  w a s 
approved,” judge executive Steve 
Henry stated. “We were surprised 
it has taken so long to get approv-
al. They’ve had to go back and 
work on easements and get with 

‘Strictest’ medicinal marijuana bill 
in the country clears Kentucky house

Providence to acquire 
new series of sidewalks
System will connect 
Wester� eld Drive to 

Providence Elementary
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