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A Pr ov idence -na t i ve  was 
killed last week in an accident at 
Alliance’s Warrior Coal in Hop-
kins County.

Offi cials say that Jeremy Elder, 
39, of Providence, was injured in 
an accident at approximately 2:45 
p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 5. He was 
found unresponsive near a battery-
powered scoop by co-workers, 
who transported him to the sur-
face for treatment. Resuscitation 
efforts were unsuccessful and he 
was pronounced dead at approxi-
mately 4:45 p.m.

Elder, who had spent most of 
the last 15 years at Dotiki Mine 
in Webster County, was one of 95 
employees reassigned after Alli-
ance Resource Par tners closed 
that mine recently.

Elder is the son of former 
Webster County Jailer Ter r y 
Elder and Loretta Elder, a profes-
sor of nursing at Madisonville 
Community College.

He is survived by his wife of 
20 years, Kristi Sigler Elder, sons 
Rylan and Holden Elder, brother 
Adam Elder, his parents and his 
grandmother, Violet Brooks of 
Providence.

In addition to his time spent 
in the mine, Elder was a dedicat-
ed family man. He loved taking 
his kids riding on his RZR, and 
trucking/hauling for his dad’s 
company Elder Hauling.  He 
served as a committee member 
for the Jingle Jog 5K walk/run
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Among the activities Jeremy Elder enjoyed was showing o�  the classic tractors his family had collected. Here he is pictured riding in a parade 
through Providence.

A juvenile and his grandfather were 
both arrested on Sunday after a police 
offi cer witnessed what they believe to 
be the man giving the boy instructions 
to buy drugs.

According to a Providence Police 
Department report, police chief Todd 

Jones was at  Casey’s 
General Store at approx-
imately 4:50 p.m. when 
he repor ts witnessing 
Leroy Rosales ,  58  of 
Providence, hand a juve-
nile money and give him 
instructions.

A shor t  t ime la ter 
the juvenile was spotted 

walking on Madison Street towards 
East Main. When questioned, he told 
police that his grandfather, Rosales, 
had given him money to purchase syn-
thetic marijuana on Madison Street.

A bag of suspected synthetic mari-
juana was found in his front pocket. 
The Juvenile told police that Rosales 
would let him get a couple hits for him 
purchasing the drugs for him.

The Juvenile with possession of syn-
thetic marijuana.

Rosales was arrested at approxi-
mately 8 p.m. on the steps of his apart-
ment complex at Marlin Gardens in 
Providence and lodged in the Webster 
County Jail. He was charged with traf-
fi cking in synthetic drugs and unlawful 
transaction with a minor.

Reach MATT HUGHES at 270-667-2068 or 
matt@journalenterprise.com.
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Leroy Rosales

The topic of allowing alcohol 
sales at the Providence Munici-
pal Golf and Recreation Center 
(PMGRC) for the purpose of 
attracting a restaurant to the 
facility was discussed again at 
last Tuesday’s meeting of the 
Providence City Council, with 
council members at odds over 
a potential solution.

The topic fi rst came up at an 
August council meeting, where 
Providence resident Randy 
LaNeve, the owner of Big R’s 
BBQ trailer, told the council 
that he was interested in leas-
ing the largely unused commu-
nity room at PMGRC to open a 
barbeque restaurant. The coun-
cil had previously discussed 
looking to rent that room out to 
a vendor for that exact purpose.

“Opening a restaurant in 
Providence has always been a 
dream of mine, but its never 
been a viable option,” LaNe-
ve told the council in August. 
“The golf course is the perfect 
location. You have easy access 
off of 41-A. Its right out there 
where everything else is. You 
have people in there all sum-
mer playing golf. Its just a 
great location for a restaurant.”

However, he added that in 
order for him to make it work,
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Providence resident 
wishes to open restaurant 

in city-owned facility

Providence water customers could 
soon see increases to their water 
and sewer rates as the city looks to 
dig out from under its trouble waste 
water system.

The city currently faces a number 
of issues with the system, including 
an agreed order with the Kentucky 
Division of Water (DOW) following a 
serious of violations that date back as 
far as 2013. Many of those violations 
were caused by storm water infi ltra-
tion into the waste water lines, and 
could become costly as the city looks 
to repair the lines, as well construct 
an overfl ow basin.

Mayor Doug Hammers has been 
working both with the Green River 
Area Development District and Nash-
ville-based HMB Professional Engi-
neers, Inc., the newly hired engineering 
fi rm that will oversee the development 
of repairs and updates.

Because the city is looking to fund 
the project through grants, city offi -
cials will have their hands tied when 

it comes to water and sewer rate 
adjustments. In circumstances where 
state and federal funds are used on 
local utility projects, the government 
normally requires the provider to 
increase their rates in order to assure 
that the city can afford upkeep on the 
project going forward.

“I know Providence has always prid-
ed itself on keeping our utility rates 
down, but we will eventually have to 
raise our rates,” Hammers told the 
council last week.

At $15.67 for the fi rst 2,000 gallons, 
Providence’s are in the lower half of 
water rates in the GRADD region. The 
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Webster County Histori-
cal and Genealogical Soci-
ety (WCHGS) members will 
be bringing a piece of local 
history to life this weekend 
when they present the very 

fi rst Webster County Ceme-
tery Tour at White Oak Cem-
etery near Clay. 

The event will be from 
2 p.m. until 5 p.m. on Sat-
urday. There is a $5 admis-
s ion charge,  but  funds 
raised will be used to cover 

the cost of the event and to 
make a donation to Webster 
County FFA. Those wishing 
to attend are urged to call 
ahead and reser ve a spot 
to prevent having to stand 
in line.

Former residents being 

potrayed will include:
General George Patton’s 

driver, Horace Woodring, 
who will be played by Martin 
Boswell.

Patty and Ray Warren will
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Webster County Cemetery Tour this weekend
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The city’s water rates are 
currently the lowest in Webster 
County, coming in considerably 
lower than Sebree ($21.85), 
Dixon ($22.00), Slaughters 
($23.90) and Clay ($25.50).


