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The Providence Com-
m u n i t y  F o o d  B a n k 
announced over the week-
end that it would be alter-
ing its procedures for the 
foreseeable future due to 
concern over COVID-19 
(the Coronavirus.)

Beginning on Tuesday 
when the facility opened for 
business, customers are no 
longer being allowed into 

the facility.
“The Providence Com-

munity Food Bank, in 
conjunction with our pri-
mar y supplier, Tri-State 
Food Bank of Evansville, 
have developed a plan to 
keep the local food bank 
open during the current 
health care situation,” the 
food bank said in a release. 
“Changes in operation will 
be made to help protect 
food bank volunteers and 

Webster County clients 
who receive food.”

Customers will now have 
to register at the front 
door to the facility, and 
then move their vehicle to 
the rear of the building. A 
volunteer will then make 
selections for the customer 
and deliver the food to the 
vehicle, along with Senior 
Food Boxes to those cus-
tomers who are already 
qualified.

“The Providence Com-
munity Food Bank and Tri-
State Food Bank are mak-
ing every effort to keep this 
vital program going during 
this time of concern,” the 
release continue. “Officials 
realize that there may be a 
greater need for Food Bank 
services during the com-
ing weeks and the changes 
in operation are needed to 
ensure that precautions are 
taken while continuing to 
serve Webster County citi-
zens. Your patience will be 
greatly appreciated during 
this critical time. Anyone 
needing additional informa-
tion should contact Director 
Chip Palmer at 270-836-5521 
or Assistant Director Keith 
Farrell at 270-635-3801.”

Contact Matt Hughes at 
matt@journalenterprise.com 
or 270-667-2069.

Food Bank to change procedures 
amid COVID-19 concerns
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Concerns over COVID-19, also 
known as the Coronavirus, hit Web-
ster County last week as local and 
state authorities began working to 
stop the spread of what the World 
Health Organization (WHO) has 
classified as a worldwide pandemic.

The first action from Webster Coun-
ty came on Tuesday, March 10, when 
Judge Executive Steve Henry issued a 
county-wide State of Emergency.

According to Henry, the declaration 
came not in response to any locally sus-
pected cases of the virus, but following 
recommendations from Governor Andy 
Beshear and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). At the 
time of the declaration, there had only 

been nine reported cases of COVID-19 
in the commonwealth, with the closest 
being in Louisville/Jefferson County, 
some two hours away.

What the declaration does is make 
the county eligible for FEMA money 
in the event that an outbreak did 
happen in Webster County. In the 
event of such a situation, FEMA pro-
vides funding and manpower to help 
local authorities recover from an 
emergency situation.

Webster County was one of the 
first in western Kentucky to pass 
such a declaration.

Following the county’s declara-
tion, Red Banks Colonial Terrace 
Nursing Home in Sebree announced 
that it would not be allowing visitors 
into its facility. A few hours later, 

Shemwell’s Nursing Home in Prov-
idence announced that it would be 
limiting visitations to “end of life” 
situations only. Both decisions were 
based on recommendations from the 
Governor’s office.

On Wednesday, Jailer Morgan 
McKinley announced that the Web-
ster County Detention Center would 
be suspending all contact visitations.

“Regular visitation will continue 
until such time as it is deemed too 
risky to do so,” McKinley stated in a 
release. “Anyone who comes to the 
jail exhibiting symptoms of respira-
tory illness will be asked to leave the 
building. All visitors are asked by 
jail staff to practice common sense 

COURT HOUSE CLOSED
Beginning on March 18, the 

Webster County Courthouse 
will be closed to public access. 
The county is in the process 
of installing a drop box at the 
rear entrance of the courthouse 
for any type of business to be 
done with any agency in the 
courthouse.

COVID-19 pandemic to impact 
local events and activities
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On Tuesday morning, 
Providence Mayor Doug 
Hammers declared a 
state of emergency in the 
city of Providence.

In an executive order 
issued to the newspa-
per, Hammers laid out 
the grounds for the 
declaration, citing direc-
tives issued by Gover-
nor Andy Beshear and 
explained his powers 
under such an order.

“I, Doug Hammers, 
Mayor of the City of 
Providence, by vir tue 
of the authority vested 
in me by Chapter 39A, 
et seq. and Chapter 
39B, et seq. of the Ken-
tucky Revised Statutes, 
do hereby declare that 
a State of Emergen-
cy exists in the City of 
Providence, and that I 
shall be exercising the 
authority granted to me 
for the period beginning 
on March 17, 2020 and 
continuing until further 
notice,” Hammers stated 
in that declaration. “More 
specifically, I shall be 
exercising the authority 
granted to me through 
Executive Orders and 
through the utilization of 
City personnel, services 
and equipment and addi-
tional acts necessary to 
the management of this 
emergency.”

Hammers stated that 
under the declaration, 
and the powers given to 
him under KRS Chapters 
39A and 39B, he may 
choose to waive proce-
dures and formalities 
required by law when 
it came to performance 
of public work, entering 
into contracts on behalf 
of the city, incurring obli-

gations on behalf of the 
city, employing tempo-
rary or permanent work-
ers, utilizing volunteers, 
renting equipment and 
spending public funds.

He went on to say that 
the declaration gives 
him the ability to set 
and establish curfews, 
although he did not do 
so at that time.

“I may order immedi-
ate purchase or rental 
of, contract for, or oth-
erwise procure, with-
out regard to procure-
ment codes or budget 
requirements, the goods 
and services essential 
for protection of public 
health and safety or to 
maintain or to restore 
essential public ser-
vices,” Hammers stated 
in the release.

In a separate state-
ment from the mayor, 
he explained that this 
was not in response 
to any suspected local 
cases of the COVID-19 
(the Coronavirus.)

“This declaration is 
for the same reason the 
county did it last week,” 
he stated. “At this time 
as a precautionary mea-
sure to obtain funding 
and assistance if needed 
I have declared a state 
of emergency for the 
City of Providence. I 
have declared the state 
emergency not only to 
coordinate the efforts of 
Governor Beshear but 
also President Trump 
in combating the Coro-
navirus. I want to try 
to keep Providence 
in front of this crisis 
as much as I possibly 
can. The state of Emer-
gency is for proactive 

Mayor issues 
emergency 
declaration
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The 2020 General Elec-
tion is still eight months 
away, but candidates 
looking to throw their 
names into the ring for 
the many city council and 
mayor elections that will 
be up this year should be 
aware of some important 
changes to Kentucky’s 
election filing laws. They 
might also want to get a 
head store on their filing.

While candidates will 
still go to the county 
clerk’s office to file for 
office, they will now be 
required to electronically 
submit all required cam-
paign finance reports to 
the Registry of Election. 
This change affects can-
didates running for all 
state, county and local 
office in the common-
wealth and is expected to 
add time and a degree of 
difficulty to the process 
of filing for office.

“This new rule applies 
to all candidates regard-
less if money is spent 
on a campaign or not,” 
said County Clerk Val-
erie Newell. “Those can-
didates will not have to 
do any reports, same as 
in the past, but they will 
have to create an account 
and file their KREF 001 
electronically.”

When candidates file 
for ballot access, they 
must also electronically 
file a Statement of Spend-
ing Intent and Appoint-
ment  of  Campaign 

Treasurer form (KREF 
001). This form is used 
to provide the Registry 
with candidate informa-
tion, identify the election 
date and office sought, 
designate a campaign 
treasurer, indicate the 
financial institution that 
the campaign will use, 
and indicate the candi-
date’s spending intent, 
which may qualify the 
candidate for a reporting 
exemption.

Candidates will also 
be required to print the 
report out and file a hard 
copy of the form with the 
same office at which they 
file their papers for ballot 
access.

In order to initiate the 
filing process, candidates 
should go to https://
kref.ky.gov, click on the 
“EFILE” button on the 
Registr y’s homepage, 
and follow the instruc-
tions found there for cre-
ating their account and 
submitting their KREF 
001 form electronically.

For those looking to 
run for local election in 
November, the deadline 
to file is Tuesday, June 2 
at 4 p.m. A public draw-
ing for ballot position 
will be held at the clerk’s 
office on June 4 at 2 p.m.

The election wil l 
be held on Tuesday, 
November 3 between 6 
a.m. and 6 p.m.

Contact Matt Hughes 
at matt@journalenterprise.
com or 270-667-2069.

Change to state law 
will affect candidates 
filing for local office

V I E T N A M  V E T E R A N S 
H O N O R E D  B Y  D A R

Left: Local 
resident 
James Sigler 
received a 
lapel pin 
honoring 
his service 
during the 
Vietnam 
War.

Right:  
Terry Davis 

accepts a 
lapel pin  

in honor of  
his service 
during the 

Vietnam War.

Photos by Matt Hughes
On Friday, the Webster County Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) hosted a special “welcome 
home” event for Vietnam Veterans. DAR presented 26 veterans with special lapel pins honoring their service. See more 
photos on page A2.
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