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WEDNESDAY
Slight chance of rain
High: 54   Low: 28

THURSDAY
Mostly sunny
High: 46   Low: 29

FRIDAY
Slight chance of rain
High: 48   Low: 37

SATURDAY
Partly sunny
High: 57   Low: 43
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Webster County students are 
scheduled to return to the class-
room on a more permanent basis 
following the approval of a new 
reopening plan on Monday night 
by the Webster County Board of 
Education. The plan includes a 
three week phase process begin-
ning March 1 that will allow 
schools to adjust and prepare for 

the return to class.
The county’s youngest stu-

dents will be the first to resume 
regular in-person education, 
with Kindergar ten through 
third grade scheduled to begin 
four-day-per-week instruction 
on March 1. Students will be in 
the classroom Monday through 
Thursday, with Friday’s being 
reser ved for targeted small 
group work.

A week later, on March 8, stu-
dents in fourth through eighth 
grades will return to the class-
room, followed by high school 
students on March 15.

High school students will 
return to the class two days 
after the one year anniversary 
of the final day of regular class-
es in 2020. Schools across the 
commonwealth closed for in-per-
son learning on March 13, 2020, 
by order of Governor Andy 
Beshear.

“The challenge is going to be 
the Dixon Campus,” Superin-
tendent Rhonda Callaway told 

board members. “That is where 
64% of the students in the district 
are.”

While Webster County High 
School, Webster County Middle 
School and Dixon Elementary 
each have their own gyms and 
educational areas separate from 
each other, all three schools 
share one cafeteria, the Annex.

“I don’t think the community 
realizes that 64% of our students 
are on one campus,” added 
board chairman Mickey Dunbar. 
“Its not that this is something we 
didn’t want to do, its just taken a 
long time to get to this point.”

Webster County joins other 
schools across the state in 
returning students to the class-
room. Crittenden County began 
in-person education with the 
start of the spring semester on 
Jan. 5. Hopkins County students 
will return for four-day-per-week 
instruction on Thursday.

For those families still uncom-
for table with students being 
back in the classroom setting, 
online learning is still an option.

Contact Matt Hughes at  
matt@journalenterprise.com  
or 270-667-2069.

Webster students to return to classroom
In-person learning to be phased in 

over three weeks beginning March 1

BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

Webster County Board of Education 
employees received good news on Mon-
day night when board members unan-
imously approved tentative Site-Based 

Decision Making (SBDM) allocations 
for next school year that will allow them 
to retain all teachers and support staff 
positions.

Each school year, boards are required 
to present their school based SBDM coun-

cils with allocations for the upcoming 
school year. Those allocations use a 
mathematical formula based on pro-
jected enrolment for the following 
year to determine how many teach-
ers and support staff members are 
required for the school to operate.

Superintendent Rhonda Callaway 
told the board that while the equa-
tion called for a reduction in per-
sonnel, her recommendation was 
to maintain the district’s current 
level of employment.

“We’ve had several families who 

have pulled kids out to home school this 
year because of the pandemic,” she said. 
“So we aren’t sure what enrollment will 
look like in the fall.”

This is the second year where the board 
of education elected to maintain current 
employment levels despite the COVID-19 
pandemic, when many districts around the 
state were reducing employment.

“We have been very good stewards 
of our funds so that we can continue 
to invest in people,” said Callaway. “No 
device or program can substitute the 
artisan craft of a teacher. Though we are 
a 1:1 technology district K-12, our priori-
ty is in our staff. Seventy-five to eighty% 
of our Fund 1 is spent in staff salaries.”

Contact Matt Hughes at matt@
journalenterprise.com or 270-667-2069.

Webster school board to maintain 
current employment levels for 2021-22
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As the snow from last week’s winter 
weather melts away, an abundance of 
litter has once again become visible 
around the county. Normally the county 
and state utilize inmates from the Web-
ster County jail for roadside cleaning, 
but those inmates have been locked 
down since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began in March of 2020.

Poole  res ident  Cindy Wabner 
addressed the court on Monday with 
a plea to county officials, business and 
local residents to help make a difference 

in beautifying the county.
“It looks like a garbage can out there,” 

she told the court. “I know the trustees 
can’t get out, so I have some sugges-
tions about what we could do.”

Among the list of topics Wabner sug-
gested was urging local factories to hold 
“trash pickup days”, encouraging retail 
locations to pick up litter, encouraging 
volunteer groups of residents to get out 
to pickup trash and having local police 
and fire departments to pickup trash.

“It has gotten really, really bad,” she 
said. “I’d be willing to volunteer to help, 
but I can’t organize it. I think that has to 

be someone with the county.”
Judge Executive Steve Henry told her 

that county officials had already been 
talking about the problem and were trying 
to find a solution.

“I think while we would be supportive 
of the community trying to do some-
thing, we are trying to work with the 
state,” he said. “The jail gets a pretty 
good sum to get out and cleanup road-
sides. Not being able to do that has not 
just created this litter problem, its meant 
a loss of revenue.”

County addresses local litter problem

Photo by Matt Hughes
Webster County Gifted & Talented students were honored at Monday’s meeting of the Webster County Fiscal Court in honor of Gifted 
Education month. Pictured are in back row, from left, are District GT coordinator Kathleen Robinson, magistrate Tony Felker, Raygan 
Ranes (WCHS), Lauren Throgmorton (WCMS), Judge Executive Steve Henry, magistrate Chad Townsend and magistrate Jerry “Poogie” 
Brown. In front, from left, are Logan Lovelace (Providence), Landon Higdon (Dixon), Haile Whitsell (Sebree) and Lily Jo Smith (Clay).
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Local residents who are interested 
in getting the COVID-19 vaccine but 
lack a means by which to reach one of 
the regional vaccinations centers can 
now get help from the Audubon Area 
Community Services/ GRITS Trans-
portation program.

Residents are responsible for get-
ting their own appointment at a vacci-
nation center. Once they have a date 
and time, they can contact GRITS 
at least 24 hours in advance of their 
scheduled time to arrange transporta-
tion. They must provide both a pickup 
address and destination address in 
order to schedule their trip.

The trip will be provided at no 
charge to the resident.

Call 270-686-1651 or 800-816-3511 to 
arrange transportation.

Contact Matt Hughes at matt@
journalenterprise.com or 270-667-2069.
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As the COVID-19 pandemic closes 
in on its one year anniversary, ten-
sions are become high among coun-
ty level elected of ficials, especially 
around the topic of the Webster Coun-
ty Dentention Center. Several officials 
questioned first term Jailer Morgan 
McKinley during Monday’s meeting 
of the Webster County Fiscal Court, 
at times being very blunt with their 
points.

The Webster County Detention 
Center has been hard hit during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but not from 
the virus itself. Although 45 inmates 
did test positive earlier this month, 
all have since recovered with no long 
lasting problems. The issue for the jail 
has been the financial burden created 
by the pandemic.

The Dixon-based facility can house 
up to 266 inmates. Historically it 
has operated at capacity, which has 
allowed the jail to more or less pay for 
itself.

When it comes to housing inmates, 
about 210 of that 266 are typically state 
inmates, which generates $197,443 in 
revenue per month. But since the pan-
demic started, Gov. Andy Beshear has 
released thousands of inmates from 
jail in an attempt to slow the spread of 
the virus.

Fiscal Court 
talks tough 
with jailer

GRITS to 
provide 

transport for 
vaccination
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