
The son of a former Providence resident is 
looking to reconnect items he found while 
cleaning out his late father’s offi ce with 

the friends and family of those who might 
appreciate them.

Fred Bradley was born in 1931, two years 
after his parents J.L. and Lasca Lemon 
Bradley purchased what was then The 
Providence Enterprise newspaper. He went 
on to serve as editor of the J-E, a stock 
car driver, an air force pilot, a Brigadier 
General and chief of staff for the Kentucky 
Air National Guard and eventually a winning 
horse breeder, and owner of Breeder’s Cup 
race winning fi lly Groupie Doll.

Though he left Providence in the 1950s, 
Bradley always maintained close ties with his 
former home, and when he was still healthy 
enough, he returned each year for a class 
reunion and to drive by the old high school 
that stood on Ceder Street until just a few 
years ago.

When Bradley passed away in 2016, he left 
a few items behind that his son, William 
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Son looks to return his father’s mementoes of 
Providence to those who would appreciate them
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“Putting a face to the name” is a 
very common saying, but for a group 
named The Faces of Margraten, that 
saying has taken on an entirely new 
meaning, one that ultimately led a 
Kentucky-based researcher work-
ing with them to contact the J-E last 
week.

The mission? Putting a face to the 
name of an American ser viceman 
from Providence who was killed in 
World War II.

In the southeastern corner of the 
Netherlands lies the small town of 
Margraten, a municipality with 13,522 
residents. A Google search for the 
community will turn up very little 
about the local people, industry or 
culture. Nearly every result directs 
back to one point of interest: the 
Netherlands American Cemetery.

Created in October 1944 under 
the leadership of Joseph Shomon of 
the 611th Graves Registration Com-
pany, as the Ninth United States 
Army pushed into the Netherlands 
from France and Belgium, within six 

months the Netherlands American 
Cemetery quickly grew to contain the 
bodies of more than 10,000 Ameri-
can service men and women killed in 
Europe. By the end of the war, that 
number was up to 18,764.

At the end of the war, nearly half 
of those buried in Margraten were 
repatriated to the US. The remainder, 
as well as some who were relocated 
from other cemeteries across Europe, 
were re-interred in a more modern 
cemetery that resembles the familiar 
layout of the Arlington National Cem-
etery outside of Washington D.C.

Today some 8,291 American war 
dead are buried in the cemetery that 
covers 65.5 acres. That makes the 
Netherlands American Cemeter y, 
the only US military cemetery in the 
Netherlands, the third largest US mil-
itary cemetery in Europe.

Those buried there include 40 sets 
of brothers, six medal of honor recipi-
ents and four women. Major General 
Maurice C. Rose, commander of the 
3rd Armored Division is the highest 
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Netherlands residents honor 
fallen American vets of WWII
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� ree Webster County residents among 
more than 8,000 adopted by local families

A Louisville-based law fi rm owned 
by a Providence High School grad-
uate of ficially got a new name last 
week, following a merger with one of 
Louisville’s largest fi rms.

Justin Key, the son of Danny and 
Dana Key and grandson of former 

PHS superintendents Martha and the 
late George Wooten, opened Key Law 
Group in 2011. The fi rm specialized 
in family law and domestic relations 
litigation, as well as estate planning, 
and probate litigation.

Goldberg Simpson, one of Lousiv-
ille’s largest law firms, announced 
on May 1 that it would be acquiring 

the Key Law Group. The acquisition 
included the continued employment 
of Key and Sarah Huyck, the fi rm’s 
primary attorneys.

“We’re always looking to make 
strategic acquisitions to help grow 
our capabilities and presence in key 
areas of law,” said Jonathon Goldberg, 
managing member of the fi rm bear-

ing his name. “Family law is an evolv-
ing area these days, with intricacies 
changing as the culture changes. Jus-
tin and Sarah have great legal minds 
that we’ve had the opportunity to see 
in action, and they’re a really good fi t 
for our fi rm.”
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Just four months after taking 
on the position of Webster County 
Director of Community 
and Economic Develop-
ment ,  Summer Cr ick 
has of ficially left her job 
with the county to take 
over as the Director of 
Alumni Relations at Ken-
tucky Wesleyan College in 
Owensboro.

Officially here employ-
ment with Webster County 
ends today, Wednesday, July 31, 
and she will begin her new job on 
August 1.

During her time in Webster 
County, Crick helped to launch 
the GrowWebCo movement into 

the spotlight. She also started the 
Small Business Spotlight, which 
looks to highlight locally owned 
businesses, and she was one of 

the driving forces behind 
the successful first year 
of the Webster County 
Blue Ribbon Days, which 
was held last weekend in 
Dixon.

B e f o r e  c o m i n g  t o 
Webster County, Crick 
he ld  the  same pos i -
t ion  in  Madisonvi l le , 
where she introduced 

and expanded a number of criti-
cal community engagement ini-
tiatives, including Friday Night 
Live, and was also a co-founder 
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Crick accepts position with 
Kentucky Wesleyan College
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Crick

Justin Key

J-E archives
Sgt. Jess Allen Messamore, a Prov-
idence resident, was killed in Ger-
many on Feb. 28, 1945, after four 
years in the service. He was the 
son of George B. and Alma E. (Gib-
son) Messamore of Providence, 
previously of Wickli� e. He was sur-
vived by his wife,  Angie Messa-
more. He had one brother, Jewell 
F. Messamore, and one sister, Vent 
Messamore.

J-E archives
Thomas Blackwell was killed in 
action on Dec. 16, 1943, when his 
B-17 crashed o�  the coast of Ger-
many. He was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Alvin Blackwell of Dixon.

Photo from Faces of Margraten website
Junior Shelton, of Sebree, was 
killed Oct. 4, 1944, near Kreuzrath-
Birgden-Hattenrath, Germany. He 
was a platoon sergeant  with 
the 115th Infantry Regiment. Shel-
ton was the son of J.Z. and  Zula 
Farmer Shelton of Sebree. His 
photo had already been located 
prior to Jim Jacobus’ current search.

The graves area at the Neth-
erlands American Cemetery 
and Memorial in Margraten, 
Netherlands, is shown. NAC 

is the third-largest American 
military cemetery in Europe, 

with more than 8,000 U.S. 
servicemen and women 

interred there. The local pop-
ulation has made it a tradi-
tion to adopt the graves of 

these veterans since the 
cemetery opened in 1945, 
visiting them on holidays 

and birthdays the same way 
they would for a member of 

the family. Adopters also fre-
quently research and record 
biographical stories of these 

men and women so that 
they and their sacri� ces will 

never be forgotten. Recently 
a group known as the Faces 
of Margraten has begun the 

process of trying to collect 
images for each soldier bur-
ied there or recorded on the 

Wall of the Missing. That 
search eventually led to a 

pair of Webster County 
natives who until last week 

did not have a photo.
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BY COUNTY
Allen — Long, Lewie B
Bell — Haynes, Lawrence D
Boyd — Stump. Charles C
Boyle — Goins, Claud R
Breckinridge — Clemons, 

Luther H
Breckinridge — May, 

Raymond G
Bullitt — Underwood, Virgil 

L
Calloway — Lewis, Troy L
Campbell — Hamilton, 

Calvin
Clinton — Judd, Emanuel
Daviess — Pool, Richard I
Fayette — Craig, Percy Davis
Fayette — Hensley, Wayne
Fleming — Stan� eld, Amos 

L
Fulton — Slade, David
Grayson — Hayes, Tommy
Hardin — Carwile, James G
Harlan — Farley, William R
Harrison — Giles, Harold
Henderson — Van Hooser, 

Ray

Henry — Wilhoit, Ernest
Hickman — Rose, Shirley
Je� erson — Williams, Noah 

W
Je� erson — Young, Milburn 

H
Jessamine — Spiegle, 

Charles
Kenton — Foltz, Nicholas A
Kenton — Brenning, Walter T
Kenton — Napier, Vernon
Kenton — Bucher, Ralph B
Kenton — Pitt, Milo S
Knox — Martin, Chester
Leslie — Melton, Prentis
Montgomery — Hollon, 

Leighton
Montgomery — May, 

Andrew G
Muhlenburg — Edwards, 

Johnny C
Nicholas — Kinstler, Roy A
Spencer — Waldridge, 

William C
Warren — Gammel, Murl E
Webster — Blackwell, 

Thomas B

KENTUCKY VETERANS IN 
NEED OF A PHOTO AT MARGRATEN


