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WEDNESDAY
Mostly sunny
High: 54   Low: 33

THURSDAY
Sunny
High: 58   Low: 38

FRIDAY
Mostly cloudy
High: 63   Low: 47

SATURDAY
Showers likely
High: 62   Low: 43
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During last week’s meeting 
of the Clay city council, officials 
announced the opening of a 
new drive-thru window on the 
north side of the city building 
to make bill paying easier for 
local residents.

Clay utility customers can 
now utilize the new drive-th-
ru window when paying their 
monthly bills to the city. There 
is also a dropbox located near 
the drive through window for 

after hours business.
Customers will turn into the 

drive-thru off of Main Street, then 
exit onto West Elm via an alley.

IN OTHER BUSINESS
Council members approved 

the use of three new grants 
acquired by the Clay Fire 
Department. Those include:

• $4,315 for new thermal 
imaging equipment

• $10,587 for four sets of new 
turnout gear

• $1,000 for fire prevention 

materials to be used at Clay Ele-
mentary and local preschool 
programs

It was also announced that the 
Clay Tourism Commission had 
applied for grant funding which 
will be used to build two entirely 
new tennis courts to replace the 
city’s old courts, make repairs 
to the park’s play ground and to 
replace railroad ties used as land-
scaping near the park’s entrance.

Contact Matt Hughes at matt@
journalenterprise.com or 270-667-2069.

New drive-thru open 
at Clay city building
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A new drive-thru window is now open at the Clay city building for cus-
tomers needing to pay bills. Customers will enter from Main Street and 
exit onto West Elm Street.
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Providence Council members heard the 
2019-20 audit report during Monday night’s 
regular council meeting, marking the first time 
in over a decade that the city has completed its 
annual audit on time.

According to the report, the city saw sub-
stantial increases in its financial position 

over past years, including a $2.5 million net 
increase in the utility funds during the year 
and increase in the city’s on hand operating 
funds, which now exceeds 79 days of expendi-
tures. The city has also seen a large decrease 
in the number of compliance findings, issues 
identified as areas of concern for the state 
auditor’s office.

“You’ve come a long way,” stated Mack 
Neal, the city’s auditor. “Its taken a lot of 
work by Tif fany (Conrad) and the mayor. 
Things that need improvement are being 
addressed.”

In other business, council members 
approved the first reading of Ordinance 2021-
01, a ordinance that will establish clear guide-
lines to govern the city’s boards, committees 
and commissions. In recent months several 
conflicts have occurred dealing with how 
and when members can be appointed and 
removed from these bodies.

City hears good audit report
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P eople discover their passions in 
life in different ways. For Brooke 
Gilliam, star of DIY Network/

Magnolia Network’s new home 
remodeling show ‘Making Modern 
with Brooke and Brice,’ that came at a 
young age.

“I’ve always loved taking things apart 
and remaking them, adding my own 
flair,” she said. “At the time, I didn’t know 
the term “semi-custom” but I now realize 
that was a passion from a young age! I 
spent a lot of time during summer breaks 

in the sewing room with my Granny 
and in my Grandaddy’s workshop out 
back. Watching how he crafted wood to 
become whatever he wanted to create 
was fascinating and mind boggling. I 
knew one day I wanted to do the same!”

But as sometimes happen, that 
passion seemed to get lost in life as 
she grew up, headed off to college and 
started a new life.

Webster County residents might 
recognize the new reality television star 
by her maiden name, Brooke Dunbar. 
She attended Clay Elementary from 
kindergarten through fifth grade, then 

moved to Slaughters Elementary for 
sixth through eighth grades, before 
graduating from Webster County High 
School in 2006.

After high schools, Brooke headed 
to Murray State University, where she 
completed a degree in marketing in 
just three years. Now, in her day job, 
she is a biopharmaceutical sales rep 
for Amgen while her husband, Brice, 
is an orthodontist who owns Elevation 
Orthodontics, an adult only practice in 
Nashville.

New remodeling show to 
feature WCHS graduate

Star hopes program will help others realize their own passions

Webster County native Brooke 
(Dunbar) Gilliam and husband 
Brice Gilliam will be featured  
on the all new DIY/Magnolia 
Network program “Making Mod-
ern with Brooke and Brice.” The 
home remodeling show is filmed 
in the Nashville-metro area.

Photo courtesy of Magnolia Network
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According to rankings recent-
ly released by Safewise.com, an 
internet based home safety and 
security resource, recently named 
the city of Providence as the Saf-
est City in Kentucky.

“Our rankings are based on 
both violent and property crime 
numbers,” said Rebecca Edwards, 
Security Expert, Safety and Tech 
Repor ter with Safewise. “We 
looked at the number of report-
ed violent crimes (aggravated 
assault, murder, rape and rob-
bery) in each city and the num-
ber of reported property crimes 
(burglary, larceny-theft and motor 
vehicle theft). Arson is excluded 

from the FBI’s proper ty crime 
rates, so we excluded it as well.”

Those numbers are then calcu-
lated to the number of crimes per 
1,000 residents so that all cities 
can be compared on equal footing. 
Communities with less than 1,000 
residents are excluded.

For Providence, which is mak-
ing its first appearance on the sev-
enth annual Safest Cities report, 
that worked out to be zero violent 
crimes in 2020 and just a property 
crime rate of just 4.6 per 1,000. 
The violent crimes per 1,000 
drops from 0.3 last year while 
the reported property crime rate 
drops from 7.0 per 1,000.
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According to Providence ABC Officer 
Steve Burns, Sunday Alcohol Sales may 
proceed within the city of Providence on 
Sunday, April 25.

Providence City Council members 
voted 5-0 on Monday, April 5 to approve 
an amendment to the city’s existing 
alcohol ordinance, allowing the sales of 
alcohol between 8 a.m. and midnight on 
Sundays.

Restaurant wishing to sell alcohol 
during that period must already possess 
a current ABC license, or apply for one, 
then must obtain a second Sunday Sales 
license from the state. While the initial 
ABC license must be purchased from the 
city, the additional document will come 
directly from the state ABC Board.

Since initially going wet, Providence 
has yet to see a restaurant begin sell-
ing alcohol during the week, although 
Conquistadors Mexican Restaurant 
has begun the process of applying for a 
license.

As to whether or not that business will 
seek a Sunday license, management said 
they are really not sure at this time.

Other businesses, such as liquor stores 
and gas stations, are not required to 
apply for the additional license.

Contact Matt Hughes at matt@
journalenterprise.com or 270-667-2069.

Sunday 
alcohol 
sales to 

begin this 
weekend

Providence named 
‘Safest City in Kentucky’
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