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For one Webster County 
Water District (WCWD) resi-
dent, a broken water meter 
recently resulted in the unthink-
able ... a bill for 28 years worth 
of water service.

In September, Jason Cole 

was at the farm that belongs to 
his grandfather, Bobby Brown, 
who has been in a nursing 
home for several years, when 
he noticed water leaking from 
the water meter. Cole stopped, 
shut off the meter and contact-
ed the WCWD.

What was quickly discovered 

was that there was no account 
for either Bobby Brown or the 
address of his home. In fact, 
there never had been.

WCWD installed the water 
line on Highway 874 in 1991, 
with funding from a grant. 
Because the project was funded 
through grant monies, the dis-

trict had the contractor install 
water meters at each home 
along the line’s route rather than 
having to spend money later on 
to have district personnel go 
back and install meters.

“It was on (the home owners) 
to come in and pay us before 
they tapped onto the meters,” 

said Superintendent Rober t 
Schindley.

What happened between the 
installation of the water line and 
Cole discovering the water leak 
is uncertain. There are no spe-
cifi c records about the property 
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Authorities are searching for an 
inmate of the Webster County Detention 
Center after they say he climbed a fence 

and escaped 
last Monday 
af ter noon. 
He was on 
the lam for 
2 1  h o u r s 
before any-
one noticed 
that he was 
m i s s i n g , 

and as of press time, he still had not been 
located.

According to the Kentucky State Police 
(KSP), William D. Casto, 29 of Corydon, 
climbed the outer fence of the Restrict-
ed Custody Center (RCC). The locking 
mechanism malfunctioned and broke 
when the inmate bent the gate outward, 
allowing him to slip out of the facility.

Since the escape, all gates have 
been chained and new locks have been 
ordered.

“Patrols around the fence have been 
increased, and more work will be com-
pleted in the near future to fur ther 
secure the perimeter,” McKinley said.

The RCC center has been the site 
of multiple escapes through the years, 
including one in 2017 that resulted in for-
mer jailer Terry Elder having the perim-
eter fence added to the facility.

“The RCC houses state Class D 
inmates of Level 1 and Level 2 who 
have been classified eligible to work 
within the community,” said McKinley. 
“Webster County currently provides 
inmate work release for approximately 
80 state inmates. These low level Class 
D prisoners are deemed by the Ken-
tucky Department of Corrections to be 
able to work at various municipalities 
and county agencies, gaining important 
work skills and habits.”

Casto, who the state had approved for 
work release, had only been in Dixon for 
around one month.

McKinley stated that Casto’s absence 
was noticed much sooner than it was 
reported to the KSP, but he and his staff 
wanted to be sure he was missing and 
not just on a work assignment before 
contacting authorities.

“RCC staff began to look for Casto just 
after shift change Tuesday morning,” 
he said. “They tracked down the local 
crews where inmates are placed to see if 
he had slipped in with those who left that 
morning. During that time they reviewed 
camera footage to see if they could spot 
him leaving. When they didn’t see him 
in footage of that morning, they began to 
backtrack. The time it was reported was 
after they were sure he was gone. It was 
after that report to KSP that they found 
him on video breaking the gate.”

Casto was serving a fi ve-year sentence 
for theft by unlawful taking, value more 
than $500 but less than $10,000. He had 
previously been on parole for a separate 
count of the same offense.

“[The escape] revealed procedural 
defi ciencies that we did not realize were 
there.,” McKinley said. “In the past week, 
we have made changes to the way RCC 
inmates are handled when they do not 
yet have job assignments.”
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for 21 hours
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William D. Casto

 When one thinks of the majestic 
bald eagle, our national bird and the 
symbol of the United States of Ameri-
ca, it brings to mind thick forests and 
isolated wilderness, not 
a busy stretch of high-
way on the edge of the 
city limits, across the 
street from a scrap yard 
that sits a few hundred 
yards from McDonald’s.

But that was just the 
case on Friday afternoon 
as a bald eagle was spot-
ted hanging out along US 
41A north in Providence. 
Although that location 
might seem a bit strange, 
it’s not the fi rst time the 
bird has been spotted 
in the vicinity around 
McDonald’s. It is also possible that this 
particular bird is the same one that was 
photographed in the same area almost 
three years ago, before it developed the 
familiar black body and white head its 
species is known for.

A bald eagle that has just recently 

left the nest may appear almost totally 
black, and can often be mistaken for 
the common black vulture.

During its fi rst winter, the juvenile 
bald eagle will have changed in color 
to appear mostly brown all over, with 

patches of white or tan.
From there until it 

reaches adult  hood, 
appearances can vary.

Despite their size 
a n d  m a s s i v e  w i n g -
span, which can range 
from five and a half to 
seven and a half feet 
wide, eagles often go 
unnoticed, even in busy 
areas, such as US 41A, 
where hundreds if not 
thousands of vehicles 
pass on a daily basis.

Bald eagles will often 
sit (or stand) on the ground almost 
motionless for long periods of time. Its 
one of the ways they search for prey.

“I’ve gotten several calls through 
the years from people thinking they’re
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Bald eagle known to 
frequent Providence area
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Above: A bald eagle 
takes � ight on Friday 
afternoon along the 

east side of US 41A 
north of Providence, 
near the former Car-

hartt facility. Right: A 
juvenile bald eagle 

spotted within feet of 
the same location in 

January 2017. Young 
bald eagles don’t have 

the same majestic 
dark brown coloration 
with a white head and 

tail that have made 
the species famous. 

According to Bird 
Watcher’s digest, the 

bald eagle doesn’t 
achieve its signature 

plumage until its 
fourth year. Prior to 

that it goes through 
various stages of col-
oration and appear-

ance. The young bird 
in this photo was esti-

mated to be around 
two years of age, 

which would make it 
approximately the 

same age as the bird 
photographed 

last week in the 
same location.

Photos by Matt Hughes

Members of the Providence 
City Council spent over an hour 
on Monday night learning the 
series of events that led to the 
breakdown in relations between 
the former Providence Fire 
Department Toys for Tots pro-
gram and the national United 
States Marine Corps Reser ve 
Toys for Tots organization. The 
result of that meeting could have 
a long-term impact on how the 
city is involved with charitable 
organizations in the future.

“Our local toy drive has 
come into question in recent 
weeks,” drive organizer and 
Providence City Council mem-
ber Keith Farrell stated. “I am 
ver y disturbed that my integ-
rity and the integrity of our toy 
drive has come under fi re by a 
member of this council.”

Farrell was speaking of a 
meeting earlier this year in 
which councilman Mark Turn-
er questioned why, if the drive 
was considered part of the city, 
numerous request for open 
records from Providence citi-
zens had been denied. He was 
told that the fi re department was 
involved in name only, and that 
all of the money collected went 
into a private bank account.

USMC Reserve Toys for Tots 
area coordinator Lou Drawdy told 
the council that it was not a mat-
ter of questioning Farrell’s integ-
rity or accusing him of wrong 
doing, it was simply that the way 
he was doing things did not follow 
the Marine Corps regulations.

Under those regulations, 
while local Toys for Tots orga-
nizations are allowed to collect 
both toys and financial dona-
tions, any money collected is 
required to be turned over to the 
nation Toys for Tots program.

“If someone puts a toy in 
the box, it stays local,” Drawdy 
stated. “If they donate money, 
it goes to the national nonprofi t 
foundation. The Foundation pro-
cesses it, then gives me permis-
sion to spend that money to buy 
toys for the local organization 
that collected the money.”

Farrell told the council that 
he had worked with the regional 
Toys for Tots offi ce for only 10 or 
12 of the programs 32 year histo-
ry. During that time he had never 
been told about that regulation.

Drawdy stated that when 
the local organization first got 
involved with the national Toys 
for Tots effort in 2007, he was 
not the coordinator and had no 
idea what Farrell was and was 
not told. As a representative of 
the Marine Corps Reserve Toys 
for Tots, however, he had to fol-
low USMC regulations.

“I’ve been involved with the 
local organization since 2012, 
and until about three weeks 
ago I had no idea that Mr. Far-
rell was collecting money,” he 
said. “When I told him that all 
the money had to be processed 
through the national foundation, 
he didn’t want to do that. Marine 
Corps policy did not allow me to 
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Toys for Tots 
program 
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in depth
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Issues could 
impact city’s future 

involvement in 
charitable drives

“There are probably 
too many to count. 
Just the other day 
someone posted 
a picture of � ve 
in one tree.”

— Josh Gunn
former Webster County 
Fish and Wildlife o�  cer, 

on bald eagles in the area


