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The Journal-Enterprise staff 
has sent questions to each of 
the candidates who will be on 
the ballot for the May 17 pri-
mary election. 
We wi l l  r un 
those questions 
and answers in 
dif ferent races 
leading up to 
election day. 
The questions 
w i l l  a p p e a r 
along with the 
answers provid-
ed verbatim. We have not edited 
them in any way, including for 
misspellings or capitalization.

In the cases where an incum-
bent is involved, he or she will 
appear first, followed by the 
challenger. If the race involves 
challengers, they will appear in 
alphabetical order.

This week we are featuring 
the Republican primary race 
for Kentucky Senate District 4. 
The winner of this primary will 
face Democrat Bruce Pritchett 
in the November General Elec-
tion.

ROBBY MILLS  
— INCUMBENT

Please tell our readers why 
you would be the best choice 
for this office:

Many attributes are required 
to be a successful legislator 
and to successfully represent 
the nearly 119,000 citizens that 
each State Senator represents. 
I have the political and busi-
ness experience needed to 
effectively make the needs of 
Henderson, Union, Webster, 
and Hopkins counties known. I 
have risen to a committee chair-
manship (State & Local Gov-
ernment) and I believe I have 
the ear of Senate Leadership, 
which means the needs of the 
district are heard. I have devel-
oped relationships throughout 
the Senate membership, and 
believe myself to be respected 
among my colleagues. I under-
stand the citizens of NWKY, I 
listen and learn, and I answer 
constiuient concerns. I have 
served 6 years in the Legisla-
ture and beleive this experience 
serves the citizens well.

What do I believe the state 
Legislature accomplished 
during the past four years?

This has been a very tough 
4 years, because of the COVID 
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The Journal-Enterprise staff 
has sent questions to each of the 
candidates who will be on the 
ballot for the May 17 primary 
election. We will run those ques-
tions and answers in different 
races leading up to election day. 
The questions will appear along 
with the answers provided verba-
tim. We have not edited them in 
any way, including for misspell-
ings or capitalization.

In the cases where an incum-
bent is involved, he or she will 
appear first, followed by the 
challenger. If the race involves 
challengers, they will appear in 
alphabetical order.

This week we are featuring the 
Republican primary race for Ken-
tucky House District 12. Both 
candidates currently serve in the 
House of Representatives, but 
redistricting created a new Dis-
trict 4 that includes only Hopkins 
County. District 12 was altered to 
include Webster and Crittenden 
counties, as well as others.

The winner of this primary will 
face Democrat Alan Lossner in 
the November General Election.

LYNN BECHLER
In a short paragraph, please 

tell our readers why you would 
be the best choice for this 
office.

I am the most conservative 
candidate in the Primary. I 
helped write the pro-life bill that 
the General Assembly passed 
this year, making Kentucky one 
of the most pro-life states in the 
country. I have been endorsed 
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Several defendants connected to the 
attempt to smuggle drugs into Webster 
County Detention Center appeared in 
Webster District Court last Tuesday.

Six individuals, including a deputy 
jailer, were arrested April 24 while 

attempting to transfer methamphet-
amine from one vehicle to anoth-
er. The drugs and other contraband 
were intended for two inmates being 
lodged in the main jail facility.

Another  suspect  was  ar rest -
ed April 29, but the details of her 

involvement have not been released.
• A preliminary hearing in the case 

against Jacqueline Puckett McMillen, 
the deputy jailer involved in the incident, 
found enough evidence to refer her to the 
Webster Grand Jury on June 8.

She faces charges of complicity traf-
ficking in a controlled substance, first-de-
gree official misconduct, and facilitation 
engaging in organized crime.The charge 
of complicity first-degree promoting con-

traband to attempted complicity.
McMillen is accused of retrieving a 

McDonald’s bag containing the meth, 
e-cigarettes containing meth, and a meth 
pipe from her vehicle after being placed 
there by another defendant.

• Aaron Thomas Lovell waived a pre-
liminary hearing in his case, and will 
appear before the grand jury June 8.

BY M G MCKINLEY
REPORTER

Webster County government’s operat-
ing budget has jumped nearly 60% over last 
year’. The spending measure was given first 
reading in Monday’s fiscal court meeting, 
with magistrates voting to approve the offi-
cial document.

The second reading is set for the May 23 
session.

The budget stands at $16,280,318.00, 
which is a significant increase over last 
year’s. The court approved an appropria-
tions bill of just over $10 million for fiscal 
year 2021-22.

The difference comes mainly from grants. 

Those funds were added throughout the 
year to the current budget, with those 
budget amendments taking revenues and 
appropriations to over $14 million. To limit 
those amendments for the year beginning 
July 1, the court requested all departments 
estimate grant revenue to include in their 
new budgets.

The total grant revenue from a variety 
of sources is listed as $5,300,728.00. The 
two largest funds in the budget come from 
state grants and the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA). The county expects to take 
in $3,013,901.00 from state revenue, and 
$1,256,916.00 from the federal act.

The money from state grants is being 
sought for equipment for the road 
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Providence observes National Day of Prayer

Bill Egbert, director of 
Missions with Little 
Bethel Baptist Associ-
ation in Madisonville, 
delivered the Nation-
al Day of Prayer mes-
sage at the Pleasant 
Valley service.

Photos by M G  
McKinley/Reporter

Jail drug scheme cases move forward
Four referred to grand jury

Mills faces 
challenge 

from Ashby

Robby Mills

Gooch and 
Bechler 

face off in 
GOP race

Lynn Bechler Jim Gooch
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PRIMARY

HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 
PRIMARY

Fiscal court approves first reading of 
Webster County budget at meeting

Measure tops $16 million

Above left: Fourth District Sen. Robby Mills, left, greets Providence resident Don 
Brown during the meal after the prayer service. Above right: Webster County Attorney 
Clint Prow (right) stops in the hallway between the service and the meal.
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