
SkillsUSA is an organization established to 
help high school and post secondary students 
across the country grow into a skilled work-
force. The program serves more than 360,000 
students and instructors from across the U.S. 
each year. And for the coming school year, 
one of the leaders of the organization will be 
one of Webster County’s own.

Justin Newton was named as a national 

offi cer during the SkillsUSA National Cham-
pionships, held in Louisville on June 26 and 
27. Newton has been active with the Webster 
County SkillsUSA team for three years. He 
is a senior at Webster County High School, 
and a part time reporter for The Journal-
Enterprise.

“To become a SkillsUSA National Offi cer 
you must campaign,” Newton said. “All candi-
dates must give a one to two minute speech, 
answer three delegate questions and answer 
one problematic question in front of the 
House of Delegates. For each Delegate Ses-
sion there is a Meet the Candidates Session 
where the Delegates can go to whichever 
candidates they want and ask them anything 
about their plans to help SkillsUSA.”

After is all said and done, the delegate 
teams from each state vote on for their nation-
al officer team, which consists of 15 mem-
bers. Those members include: five college 
post secondary candidates , fi ve at large can-
didates, and fi ve regional VP candidates.

SEE SKILLSUSA/PAGE A4
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Less than a year and a half 
after being named the new 
general manager of the Provi-
dence Municipal Golf and 
Recreation Center (PMGRC), 
Kenny Hayes gave his two 
weeks notice to mayor Doug 
Hammers last week.

Hayes, a Slaughters native, 
is a graduate of both Webster 
County High School and the 
Golf Academy of America, 
where he earned a degree in 
Golf Center Management. He 
was hired in March of 2018 to 

replace general manager Jon 
Garrett, who had been with 
the facility since it was pur-
chased by the city.

Hammers said that Hayes 
had accepted a job with the 
Walmart Corporation.

“He’s bettering himself,” 
Hammers said. “I wish him 
the best.”

The city is  cur rently 
accepting and reviewing 
application to fi ll the opening.

Reach MATT HUGHES 
at 270-667-2068 or matt@
journalenterprise.com.

Hayes out at golf course
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Ever y law enforcement 
department in the area has 
the same problem. In 2019 
its hard to hold onto good 
offi cers.

When Chief Todd Jones 
began his tenure at the Prov-
idence Police Department in 
January, he was coming into 
a department that had just 
two certfied officers on the 
staf f. The depar tment also 
had a bit of a negative image, 
with two of ficers over the 
last two years being convict-
ed of crimes.

Jones has  worked to 
repair that image 
through a number 
of community out-
reach programs, 
inc lud ing  r egu -
lar visits to Provi-
dence Elementary 
and handing out 
cookies to local 
children.

The PPD sent an 
offi cer, Carl Scheer, 
to the 20-week-
long DOCJT Law 
Enforcement Acad-
emy in Richmond. 
He graduated two 
weeks  ago  and 
joined the depart-
ment as a certifi ed 
full time offi cer.

This week, Issac 
Fr ias ,  who has 
been working for 
the department as 
a provisional offi cer 
for several months, 
began his 20-week program 
on Monday.

Things sound like they 
should be looking up, but 
Jones found himself with 
another opening last week 

after two-year veteran Matt 
Benton resigned to join the 
Webster County Sherif f ’s 

Department.
“Matt is a great 

guy,” said Chief 
Jones. “I love him 
to death,  and I 
loved his dad.”

Benton joined 
the  Pr ov idence 
Police Department 
in June of 2017, 
follwing in the foot-
steps of his father, 
former police chief 
Ar ch ie  Benton , 
who passed away 
in 2001. The elder 
Benton ser ved in 
that position for 17 
years.

T h e  y o u n g e r 
Benton heads to 
Dixon to replace 
D e p u t y  S h e r i f f 
Kyle Green, who 
left Webster Coun-
ty  for  Hopkins 
County after less 

than six months as a deputy. 
That addition stills leaves the 
sherif f short handed as he 
had two other deputies leave 

SEE OFFICER/PAGE A4

O�  cer leaves
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Keith Brown
The annual Providence July 4th Celebration brought guests from around the region last Thursday after-
noon and night. The annual event is sponsored by the Providence Tourism Commission. See more photos 
on Page A8.

(Photo Provided)
Members of the 2019-2020 SkillsUSA National o�  cer team are pictured.

Matt Hughes
Patrolman Matt Benton left 
Providence last week to join 
the Webster County Sheriff’s 
Department.

Webster  County  Animal 
Control Of ficer Aaron Rich-
mond told members of the 
Webster County Fiscal Cour t 
on Monday that sales of the 
county’s SNIP vouchers had 
concluded for 2019. Those 
vouchers that have already 
been sold to residents but 
have yet to be used are good 
through October.

This is the third year of 
the program, which is fund-
ed through a grant from Pet-

Smar t Charities. During its 
first year, of ficials sold 650 
vouchers, which covers the 
cost of a routine spay or neu-
ter procedure for either cats or 
dogs.

This year PetSmart changed 
the way it provided funding, and 
fewer funds came into the Ani-
mal Control Shelter. Only 330 

SNIP vouchers were sold.
Vouchers sell for $25, but 

have a value of around $100.
Richmond said he plans to 

apply to renew the grant for 
2020 and hopes to expand the 
number of vouchers offered.

Reach MATT HUGHES at 270-667-
2068 or matt@journalenterprise.com.

SNIP sales concluded for the year
BY MATT HUGHES - EDITOR 
MATT@JOURNALENTERPRISE.COM

Benton joins 
Webster County 

Sheri� ’s 
Department

Matt Benton 
heads to Dixon 
to replace 
Deputy Sheri�  
Kyle Green, who 
left Webster 
County for 
Hopkins County 
after less than 
six months as a 
deputy. That 
addition stills 
leaves the 
sheri�  short 
handed as he 
had two other 
deputies leave 
for Henderson 
County earlier 
in the year.

This is the third year of the program, which is funded 
through a grant from PetSmart Charities. During its � rst 
year, o�  cials sold 650 vouchers, which covers the cost of a 
routine spay or neuter procedure for either cats or dogs.

CITY CELEBRATES INDEPENDENCE DAY


