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When the Green River District Health 
Department (GRDHD) announced the 
latest COVID-19 numbers on Monday, 

Webster County remained at just two 
active confirmed cases of the virus.

The total number of cases rose from 34 
to 35 in the last week, but that was due 
to a case that was not reported to health 

department officials until the patient was 
fully recovered. That additional recovery 
brings the county’s total to 33, which 
amounts to a 94.29% recovery rate.

As a whole, the seven county GRDHD 
region has reported 723 cases, 589 or 
81% of which are now fully recovered.

The state of Kentucky is current-
ly reporting 11,287 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 and 470 statewide deaths.

“As things continue to open up we 
want to remind everyone the virus is 
still  out there,” said Clay Hor ton, 
GRDHD Public Health Director. “It is 
more important now than ever that you 
use good judgment and follow our rec-
ommendations to protect yourself and 
your family.”

COVID-19

Webster holds fast at 2 active cases
Health Dept. to offer free screenings  
Thursday in Providence and Sebree
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The deadline to file as a candidate for 
the November General Election came 
and went last week. While the elections 
for city council seats in Clay and Provi-
dence are well contended, others, such as 
the Dixon and Wheatcroft Commissions 
didn’t produce enough candidates to fill 
the ballot. The city of Sebree had abso-
lutely no candidates file for office.

In Clay, incumbents Anthony Warford, 
Ronnie Pride, Paul Cowan, Kelly Hanor, 

Candidates  
file for local 
elections as 

deadline passes
No contenders emerge for 
Sebree Council position

Matt Hughes
Alan and Regina Elder, the owners of the Niswonger Building in uptown Providence, have begun renovations on the historic struc-
ture. The building was constructed in 1910 by Alex Niswonger on the site of two previous structures that housed the Niswonger 
family’s pharmacy, grocery store and hardware store. The first section of the building, currently the Rusted Mint Boutique, was 
operated as Niswonger’s grocery and pharmacy until 1973 when the pharmacy closed. The grocery store remained in business 
until 1983. The second and third section of the building have been empty since The Father’s House ministry moved out early last 
year. Previously those sections have housed a dry goods store, restaurants, the Ben Franklin Store and a TV and Appliance shop.

Work begins on Niswonger Building
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Due to COVID-19, the 2020 primary 
election is going to look drastically dif-
ferent. County clerks across the com-
monwealth are utilizing a combination 

of methods from early voting 
to absentee voting to accom-
modate every voter.

In-person early vot-
ing got underway in 

Webster County on 
Monday and will 
continue through 
June 22, the day 
before election day.

Registered vot-
ers can make an 

appointment to visit 
the polls by calling the county clerks 
office at 270-639-7006. A polling center 
will be available on the second floor of the 
court house to accommodate early voting.

Voters will have until June 15 if they 
want to use the state’s expanded absen-
tee voting system. Ballots can be request-
ed by visiting GoVoteKy.com, verifying 

DIXON

In-person voting 
now underway

Voters have three methods 
available to them this cycle
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Representatives of Minnesota-based 
Geronimo Energy met with the Web-
ster County Fiscal Court via Zoom 
video conference on Monday, painting 
a clearer picture of the 1,500 acre solar 
farm development that was announced 
last week.

The project constitutes a $250 million 
capital investment in rural Henderson 
and Webster counties, which will gen-
erate at least five new jobs in the area. 
During the first 25 years the facility is 
expected to generate $4 million in tax 
revenue and $7 million in wages.

The development will be built on 
approximately 1,500 acres located 
rough 75% in Henderson County and 
25% in Webster County. Close of 1,100 
acres of the development consist of 
privately owned farm land leased from 
local residents, with another 400 acres 
being purchased from 4-Star Industrial 
park.

According to Judge Executive Steve 
Henry, the portion of land purchased 
from the industrial park is all located 
on the western side of the CSX rail-
road line. Although it is part of the 
four-county industrial park, there is 
no direct access to the property from 
inside the park.

“CSX has been hesitant to put in a 
crossing,” Henry said. “This allows us 
to have something on that property 
without having to put in the infrastruc-
ture.”

Due to being located in the indus-
trial park, tax proceeds from that 400 

Solar farm project to create jobs, revenue

Above: Geronimo Energy released 
a map of the 1,500-acre facility that 
it intends to build in southern Hen-

derson and northern Webster coun-
ties. The development includes 

around 400 acres that is part of the 
4-Star Industrial Park, located west 

of the CSX railroad line.

Right: After constructing a solar 
farm, Geronimo Energy plants 

perennial flowers and plants to help 
beautify the location and reduce 

property maintenance costs.

Geronimo Energy photos
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